BANGLADESH OBSERVED WORLD HYDROGRAPHIC DAY 2019

8 Bangladesh observed World Hydrography Day (WHD) on 21 June 2019. Bangladesh
started celebrating this day since last few years to increase public awareness of the vital
role that hydrography plays in everyone’s lives. This year the celebration took place with the
theme ‘Hydrographic information Driving Marine Knowledge'. Being a major stakeholder,
Bangladesh Navy (BN) took this opportunity to celebrate the day with following activities:

a. To mark the WHD, the Chief of the Naval Staff of BN sent a special signal
message to all BN ships, establishments, training institutes and other important
maritime stakeholders of the country. In his message, the Chief of the Naval Staff
briefly expressed the importance of hydrographic information in materializing
various maritime endeavors of the country. He also conveyed his appreciation to
all personnel related to hydrographic survey work in Bangladesh.

b. A Special mobile SMS was generated as government information and sent to all
cell phone users around the country stating the theme of this year's WHD to
increase public awareness. For everyone’'s understanding the theme was
translated to Bangla and expressed as “IIZc@iNFs oU-Cag S5 SIcad bifeie!
#fGs - TR e |

c. An enlightening press release was issued both in Bangla and English regarding
the ‘Celebration of WHD 2019 in Bangladesh’ by Inter Service Public Relation
Directorate of Bangladesh Armed Forces and a number of national daily
newspapers highlighted the news in their online and print versions. The news
emphasized the importance of hydrographic work in acquiring sustainable
development. Overall effort and achievements of Bangladesh Navy Hydrographic
Department were also highlighted in the news. The press release (Bangla and
English version) and glimpses of some news coverage done by the national
newspapers are appended below:
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PRESS RELEASE
WORLD HYDROGRAPHY DAY 2019

Bangladesh observed World Hydrography Day on 21 June 2019. In 2005, the General
Assembly of the United Nations (UN) adopted Resolution A/60/30 on oceans and law of the
sea, which in particular welcomed the celebration of this day. International Hydrographic
Organization (IHO) and its’ Member States celebrate this day on 21 June of each year. As
a Member State of IHO, Bangladesh started celebrating this day since last few years to
increase public awareness of the vital role that hydrography plays in everyone’s lives.

This year the theme of the day was; “Hydrographic information driving marine
knowledge”. The theme is intended to provide a broad range of opportunities to publicize
the hydrographic work and services provided by national hydrographic offices, industry
stakeholders and expert contributors, and the scientific community.

There is an increasing need for marine data, critical for the development of a sustainable
blue economy, the protection of the marine environment, and the prevention or mitigation of
con-sequences of marine disasters or climate change. There is no conservation and
sustainable use of the oceans, seas and marine resources without hydrographic data. A
wide range of related hydrographic data is now crucial in supporting important decisions.
These data, and associated skills, are very similar to those used for supporting navigation.
The customer base for hydrographic products and the use thereof are changing rapidly,
either through the evolution of the requirements of navigation, or through the extension of
other needs for marine data.

In September 2015, the UN General Assembly adopted its 2030 Agenda for sustainable
development. The Agenda specifically targets the sustainability of the oceans under its
Sustainable Development Goal 14 - Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and
marine resources for sustainable development. Sustainable Development Goal 11 also
addresses the resilience of cities and human settlements from the impact of severe weather
events like tsunami. Hydrography and the detailed knowledge of the shape and depth of the
seafloor will play vital role in realizing these goals.

As per the allocation of business of the government, Bangladesh Navy (BN) is responsible
for hydrographic activities at sea. BN Hydrographic Department is working relentlessly to
keep Bangladesh waters safe for mariners. BN has already published number of
International Standard Nautical Charts and those are being used by world mariners. To
remain at par with the IMO requirement, BN has also attained the capability of producing
Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC) and ENC of our waters are available for the mariners to
conduct safe navigation.
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