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PROPOSITION D’ACCORD DE COOPERATION ENTRE
L’ORGANISATION HYDROGRAPHIQUE INTERNATIONALE ET
L’AUTORITE INTERNATIONALE DES FONDS MARINS

Références :

A. Résolution de I’OHI 5/1957 telle qu’amendée - Relations de I'OHI avec les autres
organisations.

B. LC de ’OHI 29/2013 du 22 avril - Proposition d’accord de coopération entre I’Organisation
hydrographique internationale et [’Organisation maritime internationale - Rapport
d’avancement.

C. LCdeI’OHI 18/2016 du 18 avril - Etablissement d'un protocole d’accord entre I’Organisation
hydrographique internationale et le comité international de protection des cables.

Madame la Directrice, Monsieur le Directeur,

1. L’Autorité internationale des fonds marins (AIFM) est une organisation inter-gouvernementale
créée par la Convention des Nations Unies sur le droit de la mer (CNUDM), conformément a la
Convention et a I’ Accord relatif a I’application de la partie XI de la CNUDM adopté le 28 juillet 1994,
pour organiser et contrdler les activités dans la Zone. La Zone s’entend comme les fonds marins et leur
sous-sol au-dela des limites de la juridiction nationale, afin notamment de gérer ses ressources
minérales.

2. L’AIFM promeut et encourage la conduite de recherches scientifiques marines en rapport avec
les activités dans la Zone ainsi que la collecte et la diffusion des résultats de telles recherches et analyses,
lorsqu’ils sont disponibles, en insistant particulierement sur les recherches relatives a 1’impact
environnemental des activités dans la Zone. L’ AIFM est compétente pour prendre toutes les mesures
nécessaires afin d’assurer une protection efficace de 1’environnement marin contre des effets néfastes
qui pourraient découler d’activités dans la Zone.

3. Conformément aux régles de procédure de 1’assemblée de I’ AIFM, I’OHI est un observateur au
sein de 1’assemblée. Prenant note de I’accumulation progressive de contrats d’exploration accordés par
I’ AIFM et suite a des contacts avec le secrétariat de I’ AIFM initiés en 2013 conformément a la référence
A, le Comité de direction a identifi¢ les avantages potentiels d’une coopération entre I’ AIFM et I’OHI
sur les guestions ayant trait a la cartographie océanique et aux renseignements sur la sécurité maritime
en rapport avec les activités dans la Zone. Ainsi, le Comité de direction et le secrétariat de I’AIFM ont
convenu que 1’établissement d’un accord de coopération entre les deux organisations serait d’intérét
mutuel.

4.  Un projet d’accord a a présent été élaboré et accepté par les secrétariats des deux organisations.
La proposition de texte d’accord est fournie a I’annexe A (en anglais uniquement). Le format de 1’accord
est basé sur des accords similaires conclus par I’OHI et I’AIFM avec d’autres organisations
inter-gouvernementales et internationales partenaires, notamment avec 1’Organisation maritime
internationale (cf. référence B) et avec le comité international de protection des cables (cf. référence C).

5. Sous réserve qu’aucun commentaire défavorable ne soit recu de la part des Etats membres de
I’OHI et sous réserve de I’approbation du texte de 1’accord conformément aux procédures de I’AIFM,
le président du Comité de direction signera la proposition d’accord pour le compte de I’OHI.



6. Notant que le secrétariat de I’ AIFM envisage de soumettre la proposition d’accord au conseil de
PAIFM lors de la 22°™ session de 1’ Autorité du 11 au 22 juillet 2016, il est demandé aux Etats membres
de bien vouloir examiner la proposition de texte a I’annexe A et de fournir leurs commentaires, le cas
échéant, au BHI au plus tard le 1 juillet 2016.

Veuillez agréer, Madame la Directrice, Monsieur le Directeur, I’assurance de ma haute considération,

Pour le Comité de direction,

Londf

Robert WARD
Président

Annexe A : Projet de texte d’accord de coopération entre I’OHI et I’ AIFM (en anglais uniquement)



Annexe A

ala LC de ’OHI
22/2016

S3/0302

(PROJET) ACCORD DE COOPERATION ENTRE
L’ORGANISATION HYDROGRAPHIQUE INTERNATIONALE ET
L’AUTORITE INTERNATIONALE DES FONDS MARINS
(en anglais uniquement)

(DRAFT) AGREEMENT ON COOPERATION BETWEEN
THE INTERNATIONAL HYDROGRAPHIC ORGANIZATION AND
THE INTERNATIONAL SEABED AUTHORITY

The purpose of this Agreement is to specify the scope of co-operation between the
International Hydrographic Organization (hereinafter referred to as “IHO”) and the
International Seabed Authority (hereinafter referred to as “ISA”).

The IHO and ISA will consult each other on matters of common interest with a view to
ensuring maximum coordination of their relevant work and activities.

WHEREAS, the IHO is an intergovernmental consultative and technical organization that
was established in 1921 and is currently governed by the Convention on the International
Hydrographic Organization signed at Monaco on 3 May 1967 as amended;

Whereas the IHO contributes to making navigation easier and safer throughout the world by
improving nautical charts and publications;

Whereas the IHO’s main activities are the setting of standards for the production of
hydrographic data and the provision of hydrographic services, the coordination of the
hydrographic activities of all coastal and interested States, and the exchange of bathymetric
and related data in support of the safety of life at sea, safe navigation and the protection of the
marine environment;

WHEREAS, the ISA is an intergovernmental organization established by the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea signed in Montego Bay on 10 December 1982, through
which its member States, in accordance with the Convention and the Agreement relating to
the Implementation of Part XI of the Convention adopted on 28 July 1994, organize and
control activities in the Area, particularly with a view to administering the mineral resources
of the Area, as defined in article 1, paragraph 1(1) of the Convention;

Whereas the ISA promotes and encourages the conduct of marine scientific research with
respect to activities in the Area and the collection and dissemination of the results of such
research and analysis, when available, with particular emphasis on research related to the
environmental impact of activities in the Area;

Whereas the ISA is competent to take necessary measures in order to ensure effective
protection of the marine environment from harmful effects which may arise from activities in
the Area;



AND CONSIDERING that increased cooperation between the IHO and ISA should help to
facilitate inter alia:

The development of procedures to encourage and facilitate the provision and exchange
of bathymetric survey data, or metadata, collected as part of the activities in the Area
that are controlled or organized by ISA;

The development of compatible digital input formats for the representation of ISA
contracts’ areas in relation to nautical charting requirements;

Global consistency in the treatment of bathymetric data covering ISA contract’s areas
to facilitate data re-use by Hydrographic Offices around the world, and to allow data
correlation without further manipulation;

The optimization of resources to reduce lead times from data availability from the
relevant ISA Contractors to the publishing of updates to nautical charts;

The development of a global approach to the issuance of Notices to Mariners and
related navigational warnings as may be required for the safe conduct of activities by
ISA Contractors;

The development of standardized information in nautical publications that draws
mariners’ attention to installations used by ISA Contractors;

The development of charting policies that address hazards related to concurrent
activities in ISA contract’s areas;

NOTING that, until the Protocol of Amendments to the Convention on IHO comes into force,
the responsibilities conferred by this Agreement to the Secretary-General of IHO shall be
borne by the President of the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau

(IHB),

THE IHO AND ISA THEREFORE AGREE:

1.

To consult, where appropriate and practical, on issues of mutual interest with a view to
promoting or enhancing a better understanding of their respective activities and to
better delineate such activities between the two organizations; and to co-operate,
where appropriate and practical, in the collection and exchange of standardized data
and information.

To invite each other’s representatives to attend and participate in the meetings of their
respective governing bodies (or workshops or working groups) in accordance with the
rules of procedures of such bodies; and to conduct, where appropriate, co-operative
studies and seminars.

That the Secretary-General of IHO and the Secretary-General of ISA may consult on
matters of personnel, material, services, equipment and facilities for joint undertakings
which may be agreed between them in fields of common interest to IHO and ISA.

Page 2 of 3



10.

That IHO will, at the request of ISA, render assistance to ISA with respect to matters
within the scope of activities of ISA; and ISA will, at the request of IHO, render
assistance to IHO in matters falling within the scope of IHO’s activities. Where
assistance, which is required by either party under the terms of this Agreement,
involves substantial expenditure, consultations will take place with a view to
determining the most equitable manner for meeting such expenditure.

To discuss at least annually the effectiveness of this Agreement and any measures that
may be required to improve co-operation between IHO and ISA.

That this Agreement is without prejudice to agreements, legally binding or otherwise,
concluded by either party with other organizations and programmes.

That subject to such arrangements as may be necessary for safeguarding confidential
information and data, the Secretary-General of IHO and the Secretary-General of ISA
will exchange information and keep each other informed of projected activities and
programmes of work in fields of common interest. Accordingly, when either entity
proposes to initiate a programme or activity on a subject in which the other has or may
have a substantial interest, consultation will be initiated between the two, with a view to
harmonizing their efforts as far as possible, taking into account their respective
responsibilities and any decisions or wishes of the appropriate governing bodies of the
respective entities. Each party agrees to obtain the written consent of the other prior to
disclosing any proprietary materials of the other to any third party.

That this Agreement will come into effect upon its signature by the Secretary-General
of IHO and the Secretary-General of ISA. The Secretary-General of IHO and the
Secretary-General of ISA may terminate this Agreement by giving six months’ written
notice to the other party.

That this Agreement shall be subject to revision by agreement between the Secretary-
General of IHO and the Secretary-General of ISA.

That nothing in this Agreement shall bind any of the Member States of the IHO jointly
or severally. Similarly, the Agreement shall not bind any of the Members of the ISA
jointly or severally.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned have signed the present Agreement in duplicate.

Signature Signature

Nii Allotey Odunton Robert Ward

Secretary-General President of the IHB Directing Committee
For and on behalf of the ISA For and on behalf of the IHO

Date: DD:MMMM:YYYY Date: DD:MMMM:YYYY
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