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Abstract

On 7 April 2011, an incident took place in the Strait of Malacca involving Malaysian-flagged fishing vessels, Indonesian patrolling officers and Malaysian patrolling officers based from a helicopter. It represents another incident between Indonesia and one of its neighbours in a maritime area where maritime boundaries have yet to be fully settled.  Previously there were other compelling cases such as Ambalat Block dispute (2005, 2009) and Tanjung Berakit incident (2010). Similar to other cases, lack of comprehensive maritime boundary delimitation, specifically pending EEZ boundaries between the two States in the Malacca Strait, was key to the 2011 incident.
This paper seeks to analyse challenges and opportunities in relation to delimiting EEZ boundaries in the Malacca Strait between Indonesia and Malaysia. While no EEZ boundaries have been established, Indonesia and Malaysia have agreed seabed boundaries in the area. In other words, the division of seabed has been made clear but not that of water column superjacent to the seabed. The question is whether both States should agree on a single line following the already established seabed boundary or draw a completely different line with respect to the water column (EEZ).
Options for maritime delimitation between Indonesia and Malaysia in the Malacca Strait are the main outcomes of this paper. This is achieved by taking into consideration principle of the law of the sea and relevant jurisprudence, as well as the existing agreements between Indonesia and Malaysia. To accurately generate options for delimitation, a geospatial approach is employed by utilising relevant geospatial data and technical tools and operations.





















