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Abstract (237 words)
‘Offshore carbon storage’ refers to the injection of liquefied CO2 into deep geological formations beneath the seabed (e.g. depleted oil and gas reservoirs, and deep saline aquifers) for the purpose of storing it there on a permanent basis. The storage of captured CO2 emissions in this manner has attacted considerable interest (and controversy) as a potential mitigation response to climate change. This paper identifies significant legal and policy challenges associated with the deployment of offshore carbon storage in the maritime zones of the United Kingdom. In particular, it focuses on efforts to accommodate offshore carbon storage within the emerging framework of marine spatial planning for UK waters. The paper examines the evolving normative basis for offshore carbon storage, and marine spatial planning, under several international instruments including the: 1982 United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea; 1996 Protocol to the 1972 London Dumping Convention; 1992 OSPAR Convention; 1989 Basel Convention; and 1992 Convention on Biological Diversity. Design features and technical implications of relevant UK legislation are also considered in detail.  The paper concludes that, despite the identified challenges, relevant international and national legal frameworks are sufficiently flexible and generally fit for purpose. Legal and policy developments in the UK provide a useful model for other jurisdictions involved in the deployment and planning of offshore carbon storage, and are illustrative of how the law of the sea can adapt flexibly to contemporary technological and technical developments. 
