CSPCWG1-8D
Proposal for A NEW work item

Designated Shipping Areas (DSA)

Submitted by Australia 16 September 2004

	Executive Summary:
	As part of the development of a PSSA over the Great Barrier Reef in Australia, the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA) has also gazetted various ‘Designated Shipping Areas’ where vessels are permitted to navigate.  Because of the complexity of other maritime limits in the area of the Great Barrier Reef, Australia has had to adopt a new limit symbol for these areas.  It is proposed that consideration be given a new section B-435.12 for Designated Shipping Areas (DSAs) be added to the proposed new sections B-435.

	Actions to be taken:
	Consider Australia’s suggestion at CSPCWG1 meeting in November and if agreement can be reached at that meeting, adopt (in principle) the limit symbol (or propose a new or amended symbol).

	Related Documents:
	M-4, B-435 Routing Measures, B-437.6 (PSSA)

INT1 IM 15


1.
Introduction / Scope

Within Australia, Designated Shipping Areas (DSA) only exist within the area of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park [GBRMP] and are prescribed in Part 4 of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park [GBRMP] Zoning Plan 2003.  Shipping Areas are intended to facilitate passage through the marine park by ships.  A shipping area is an area within which ships may navigate through the marine park, subject to limitations as prescribed in the regulations to the GBRMP Act.  These limitations relate to ship type, size, capability and role.

M-4 currently does not include any guidance on portraying such areas, so the issue is raised in accordance with M-4 B-160 and CHRIS15-5B-rev2.

2.
Analysis / Discussion

DSA’s can overlay the other GBRMP zoning areas, which have restrictions on access and activities.  Ships can navigate through those zones if the ship is within the DSA, but can also navigate in the General Use area of the GBRMP.  For ships operating outside the DSA and the General Use Zone, without written permission of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA), penalties may apply.

The limit of a DSA may be coincident with the limit of GBRMP zoning area.  The Australian HO has defined a policy in conjunction with GBRMPA and the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) to show the outer limit of all the zones within the GBRMP. This depiction informs the mariner if in the DSA or outside, restrictions on access and activities that may apply to the ship, and where further information should be obtained.  The method of depicting the regime of DSA’s on Australian paper charts is:

Paper Chart 

Depict outer limit of the Designated Shipping Area and the limit around enclaves.

Symbol: Long dashed line followed by 7 magenta dots and legend ‘DSA’ in magenta on the DSA side of the limit.  Include legend “see Note” directing user to a chart note advising direction to the Annual Australian NM.

Depiction on Australian [public] national charts:

a. All Scales up to and including 1:300000

Chart Notes

If the DSA area is depicted the following note is to be used.

DESIGNATED SHIPPING AREAS (DSA)

All commercial vessels of LOA 50 metres or more; all specialised product carriers; and such vessels engaged in towing or pushing another vessel where the total length of the tow exceeds 150 metres; must navigate within the limits of the Designated Shipping Area and the General Use Zones of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. Penalties apply when operating outside these areas without the written permission of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.  For details see Australian Notice to Mariners No 22 and 28 or contact the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority on Tel: 61 7 4750 0700.
Charted examples are further complicated when there is a combined Designated Shipping Area limit corresponds with a Marine Protected Area (or Reserve).

Paper Chart: Break the limit of the designated shipping area where the limit of a zone restriction around enclaves are coincident.

Symbol: Green T restricted dashed line with legend ‘DSA (see Note)’ in magenta on the DSA side of the limit and legend ‘MR (see Note)’ in green on the marine protected area side of the limit. Separate chart notes advising direction to further information in the Annual Australian NM are provided for each.

6.
Alternative symbols considered.

The DSA incorporates an existing two-way route which is symbolised using INT 1 IM 15, but usually extends beyond the limits of the two-way route.  Unfortunately the two-way route symbol does not stand out on Aus 281 (which will be brought to the meeting for members to appreciate the issues).  The restricted area limit IM 14 was considered but would have to point away from the two-way route, rather than towards it, because of the nature of the higher level restrictions.  It was accordingly discarded.  We then tried a faint magenta tint along the inside of another IM 15 dashed line, which was rejected by AMSA because it made the DSA stand out more than the two-way route.  Eventually the proposed symbol comprising a long dashed line followed by 7 dots, all in magenta (see Annex A), was adopted as it is unique and does not conflict with adjoining (in some places) marine protected areas and most importantly, does not detract from the two-way route.

8.
Target Completion Date

To be determined. This proposal is considered to be of low priority.  It is suggested that this addition could be finalised together with the future review of B-400 that is already a work item for the CSPCWG (task A.4).  However Australia would like the CSPCWG to consider the proposal and to adopt it in principle until the final review of B-400 is carried out.

10.
Action Required

Discuss proposal at CSPCWG meeting No 1 in November.  The attachment includes the proposed wording for the addition to M-4.

Annex A

The following extract from a chart illustrates the symbology adopted in Australia to indicate the limit of the DSA.

The dimensions of the symbol are:

Line thickness: 0.15 mm 

Dash is 3.05 mm long, gap is 0.51 mm

7 Dots size 0.15 mm diameter, gap is 0.51 mm between dots
Text (sloping) DSA (see Note) will also be added along the inside of the limits at various intervals, in 7 point medium text all reading north up.

Hierarchy of symbols: when the DSA corresponds with Marine Protected Areas (higher level restricted areas within the PSSA), the green restricted limit will replace the DSA limit.  (Several examples appear on Aus 281).  However when the DSA corresponds with the limit of the two-way route, the two-way route limit is retained.  In the unusual case where all three limits correspond (Marine Protected Area, DSA and two-way route limit), the green restricted area limit will be retained.

Note both green and magenta limits shall be broken for other chart features such as compass roses and soundings.
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Annex B

Proposed addition to B-400

B-435.12
Designated shipping areas (DSA)

A designated shipping area is an area prescribed by an appropriate authority, within which ships may navigate through a marine park, and may be subject to limitations as to ship type, size, capability and role.

If such areas are portrayed on charts, a suitable note must also be charted:

DESIGNATED SHIPPING AREAS (DSA)

All commercial vessels of LOA 50 metres or more; all specialised product carriers; and such vessels engaged in towing or pushing another vessel where the total length of the tow exceeds 150 metres; must navigate within the limits of the Designated Shipping Area and the General Use Zones of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park. Penalties apply when operating outside these areas without the written permission of the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority.  For details see Australian Notice to Mariners No 22 and 28 or contact the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park Authority on Tel: 61 7 4750 0700.
The exact wording of the note must be tailored to reflect the specific criteria for each area.  It may be detailed as in the example above or may simply be a reference which draws attention to the full details contained in an associated publication.

If it is required to chart the limit of the DSA, it should be charted using a combination dashed and dotted magenta line together with the abbreviation DSA (see Note) placed at various intervals along the inside of DSA limit.

(   sample of symbol and text   )

The specifications of this symbol are:

Line thickness: 0.15 mm

Dash is 3.05 mm long, gap is 0.51 mm

7 Dots size 0.15 mm diameter, gap is 0.51 mm between dots
Text (sloping) DSA (see Note) will also be added along the inside of the limits, as 7 point medium text, at various intervals, all reading north up.  For very large areas, the text Designated Shipping Area (or its abbreviation) may also be added within the area.  Conversely for very small areas, there may only be room for the abbreviation DSA without the additional text along the inside of the limit.

Hierarchy of symbols: (could be added if considered warranted after the CSPCWG 1 meeting)
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