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Introduction / Background

1. CSPCWG reports its activities to, and is directed by, the IHO’s CHRIS (Committee on Hydrographic Requirements and Information Systems). CHRIS held its 17th meeting in Rostock, Germany, 5-9 September 2005 at the invitation of BSH (DE). 

2. Chairman CSPCWG is a member of CHRIS and attended CHRIS17.  These notes provide a short summary on matters of interest to CSPCWG.  This summary is not intended to be comprehensive of all the activities and discussions (a full report will be issued by IHB in due course).

3. Other CSPCWG attendees at CHRIS17 were Angel Chans (ES) and Michel Huet (IHB).

Analysis/Discussion

4. New Chairman (Captain Robert Ward, AU) and Vice-Chairman (Parry Oei (SG).  Michel Huet (IHB, Secretary) and Lee Alexander (US, Rapporteur) continue to support the CHRIS.

5. Terms of Reference of CHRIS and its WGs reviewed for currency and consistency (CSPCWG Agenda item 5 refers).

6. Encouragement given to CHRIS and its WGs to engage NGIO (Non-Governmental International Organizations) and expert contributors, where appropriate.  

7. A re-organization of the IHO’s Committee structure is being proposed for decision at IHC 2007.  The Hydrographic Services and Standards Committee (HSSC) will have 3 sub-committees: Symbology and Data Presentation Standards; Data Acquisition and Transfer Standards; Supporting Services and Special Projects.  The remit of the first of these sub-committees is likely to include the maintenance and development of CSPCWG’s documents (M4, INT1 etc), along with Lights (M12), Content and Display of ECDIS (S52) and Nautical Information Technical Resolutions (M3).  In practice, the existing activities of CSPCWG and C&SMWG will form the major work of this group. 

8. The Chairman views the ‘template for submission of items’ to CHRIS and its WGs to be too wordy and bureaucratic; it is likely to be slimmed down.

9. CHRIS17 included an Industry / Stakeholder forum for 1½  days to gain the input of manufacturers, distributors, regulators et al to inform the debate on S57 edition 4 development, the take-up of ENC, the status of the carriage requirement debate in IMO etc.  It was made clear that the mature cartographic presentation in the paper chart is still well regarded by the user (and contrasts with some “ugly” ENC displays).  The outcome of this forum and the subsequent decisions of CHRIS17 will be the subject of IHO Circular Letters.

10. Closer links were forged with Mathias Jonas (C&SMWG Chairman, DE)

· A new work item has been added to C&SMWG Work Plan to acknowledge the need for liaison.  

· For ECDIS symbology the principal reference is the Presentation Library edition 3.3, March 2004 (S52 Appendix 2, Annex A).  However, its maintenance is poorly resourced and, with the ‘freezing’ of S57 edition 3.1, difficulties arise when new features require development (eg ASL, PSSA); noting that CSPCWG are able to progress such items promptly.  

· A full description of all S52 symbols, lines, patterns etc (to mirror INT1) was noted as being required to promote IHO symbology and provide the “missing link” between S57 objects and their portrayal on an ECDIS screen.  

· The lack of a comprehensive symbology guide for ECDIS and the absence of resource to consider the merging or mapping of symbology between paper charts and ECDIS is acknowledged by CHRIS.

11. The CSPCWG report was presented (document CSPCWG 2-4A refers); this included the Work Plan which was reviewed in detail and endorsed.  The work and progress made was highly commended; the thanks of the CHRIS (Chairman and Committee) is to be noted.  

12. The new edition of INT1, published in 2005 by DE, was given good visibility and copies were made available to all participants.  Additionally, DE stated that the repromat is available (at cost) on request to BSH.  

13. A presentation was given on Inland ECDIS.  There has been development of symbology for that environment and the prototyping of paper chart products from a database.

14. US(NOAA) reported briefly on its initiative with print-on–demand (POD) charts to users.  There was nothing further reported on their study into printing hard copy charts from ENC.  US ENC are available direct and free of charge over the internet; however, US are looking to set up authorised distributors in order to retain the ‘official’ status of the product for the end user.  

15. Advice was provided to AU and CHRIS on the issue of charting Port Security Limits (in accordance with our discussion at CSPCWG1).

16. CHRIS18 will convene in Sydney, Australia, 25-29 September 2006.

Conclusions

17. To note the discussions of CHRIS17.

Recommendations

18. None.

Justification and Impacts

19. Noting the authority of CHRIS over CSPCWG, especially regarding Terms of Reference and endorsement of the Work Plan.

20. Impact on CSPCWG:

a. Terms of Reference (Agenda item 5 refers).

b. The SPWG proposals, to be discussed at Conference in 2007, in respect of the technical committee structure of the IHO.

c. The increasing focus on enhancing the consistency of standards for all navigational products, irrespective of the format (particularly between digital and paper).       

Action Required of CSPCWG

21. Continue to monitor the activities and decisions of CHRIS and its associated WGs, where they may impact on CSPCWG’s interests.

