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	Executive Summary:
	A brief summary of the IHO CHRIS 18 meeting, September 2006, for items of interest to CSPCWG.


	Related Documents:
	1. Formal record of CHRIS 18 (when distributed by IHB).
2. CHRIS 18 documents posted on IHO website.


	Related Projects:
	None


Introduction / Background

Introduction / Background
1. CSPCWG reports its activities to, and is directed by, the IHO’s CHRIS (Committee on Hydrographic Requirements and Information Systems). CHRIS held its 18th meeting in Cairns, Australia, 26-28 September 2006 at the invitation of the Australian Hydrographic Service. 

2. Chairman CSPCWG is a member of CHRIS and attended CHRIS18.  These notes provide a short summary on matters of interest to CSPCWG.  This summary is not intended to be comprehensive of all the activities and discussions (a full report will be issued by IHB in due course).

3. Other CSPCWG members in attendance at CHRIS18 were Chris Roberts (AU), John Fleming (CH), John Spittal (NZ) and Michel Huet (IHB).
Analysis / Discussion

4. The meeting was led by the CHRIS Chairman, Captain Robert Ward (AU) assisted by Vice-Chairman, Parry Oei (SG), Michel Huet (IHB, Secretary) and Lee Alexander (Univ New Hampshire US, as rapporteur).

5. The Terms of Reference of CHRIS and its WGs were reviewed for currency and consistency (CSPCWG3 Agenda item 5 refers). 
6. Under the direction of the IHO’s SPWG, a re-organization of the IHO’s Committee structure is being proposed for decision at IHC 2007 (Doc CSPCWG 3-4.1C refers).  The proposal is for a new committee to oversee all IHO technical work, the Hydrographic Services and Standards Committee (HSSC).  This will replace CHRIS but with a wider technical remit.  It will have coordinating sub-committees: 
· Symbology and Data Presentation Standards (SDPS); 
· Data Acquisition and Transfer Standards (DATS); 
· A grouping of subordinate and inter-organizational bodies (previously termed ‘Supporting Services and Special Projects’). 
CSPCWG (renamed Paper Chart Presentation WG) would reside under SDPS. The other principal member of this SDPS sub-committee would be C&SMWG. 

Other points of note from this proposal:

· Noting IHO Technical Resolution 1.1, HSSC will endorse WGs annually.
· The coordinating sub-committees would seek to meet concurrently with constituent WG meetings and normally scheduled meetings to precede HSSC by 4 months.
· There is recognition that existing effective WGs should retain similar functions and not be over-loaded.
· The HSSC principles for decision making are: i. by consensus; ii. if votes are required at meetings, this will be by a simple majority of MS present and voting; iii. if votes are required between meetings by correspondence, this will be by a simple majority of all MS; 
· Election of officers (chairman, vice-chairman) will be at the first meeting after each ordinary session of Conference (Assembly).    
7. There was a review of the ‘Principles and Procedures for Making Changes to IHO Technical Standards’. These are still in draft form but do not make substantial changes.
8. The issue of the trial IALA Emergency Wreck Buoy was discussed (CSPCWG3 Agenda item 8.1 refers). Despite some doubts expressed regarding the significance for charting, CSPCWG, C&SMWG and TSMAD were each tasked to consider appropriate symbology / encoding (further emphasising the need to coordinate between WGs in matters of presentation). Additionally, IHB were tasked to seek clarification from IALA over the length of the trial and their decision process, in order to ensure better notification is provided and IALA / IHO liaison is improved.
9. New features recently dealt with by CSPCWG and introduced in paper charts (ie ASL, ESSA, PSSA) have been addressed in S-57 edition 3.1.1 for ECDIS. Also, provision has been made for a ‘generic object’ in anticipation of new features.   
10. The IHO’s Capacity Building Committee (CBC) chairman (Captain Gorziglia) has written to all RHCs and technical bodies to encourage effective capacity building activities. All these groups are asked to assess opportunities and to report actions to CBC through minutes of meetings (Doc CHRIS18-4.8A and Agenda item 13.3 refer). 
11. The CSPCWG Report and Work Plan (Doc CSPCWG 3-4.1A refers) was presented, reviewed and endorsed by CHRIS.  The work and progress made was commended. In particular, the CHRIS Chairman expressed his commendation and thanks to our Secretary, Andrew Heath-Coleman.  

12. CSPCWG Chairman tabled the paper Status of IHO Charts INT1, INT2 and INT3 (Doc CHRIS18-6.5B). CSPCWG Agenda item 11.1 refers.  
13. US/NOAA reported that their internal study on ‘Printed ENCs’ will be completed by the end of 2006. David Enabnit is the point of contact (Doc CHRIS 18-8.4A refers). Additionally, US/NGA showed an example of a NGA paper chart produced from their database.  
14. IHB described the development of the IHO on-line catalogue of ENC, RNC and paper back-ups; the latter in discussion with national maritime authorities. This is subject of an IHO CL. Tony Pharaoh at IHB is the point of contact. 

15. CHRIS meeting #19 (& ECDIS Stakeholder Forum #3) is to be co-located and co-ordinated with the marine trade exhibition Europort 2007, 6-9 November 2007; co-hosted by NL and UK in Rotterdam. The finalised dates and details are to be confirmed.

16. The CHRIS Chairman recorded his particular thanks to the CHRIS’s WGs (officers and active participants), recognising the significant resources expended in pursuing the IHO’s technical business
Conclusions

17. To note the discussions of CHRIS18.
Recommendations
18. None.
Justification and Impacts
19. Note the authority of CHRIS over CSPCWG, especially regarding Terms of Reference and endorsement of the Work Plan.

20. Impact on CSPCWG:

a. Terms of Reference (Agenda item 5 refers).

b. The SPWG proposals, to be discussed at Conference in 2007, in respect of the technical committee structure of the IHO.

c. The increasing focus on enhancing the consistency of standards for all navigational products, irrespective of the format (particularly between digital and paper).       

Action Required of CSPCWG 
21. Continue to monitor the activities and decisions of CHRIS and its associated WGs, where they may impact on CSPCWG’s interests.

