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ENC Development in Norway

The Norwegian Hydrographic Service continued in 1998 the work in order to establish a complete digital production line, from the collecting of survey data to the end products. The establishment of a separate hydrographic database and a chart database are main elements in this process. Also the production of ENC data will be an integrated part of this new production line.

1. Status technology development:

The establishment of an operational ENC production line has been delayed by approximately nine months. The main reasons for this has been shortage of software specialists, in addition, unforeseen problems were identified and changes made accordingly during the development process. The production line has now been sucessfully tested, and also a prototype data set has been completed. In the production we are using Intergraph and Sysdeco Dikas technology. For quality control Dxaminer and dKart Inspector are used.

2. Status ENC production:
Due to delay in the establishment of an operational production line we have not reached the planned ENC production this year. The plan will therefore be revised, and steps to catch up with the delay will be discussed. Continuously improvement of the production procedures by adding more functionality to the production tools is discussed. Hopefully more operational training in ENC production gradually will give an increased production.

The main objective for NHS is to provide continuous coverage of ENC for Norwegian waters based on modern surveys within year 2006.

At the moment the following production is in progress:

(i) Conversion of  36 charts in scale 1: 50.000 from S57e2.0 to S57e3.0. 

25 ENC data set (corresponding to 7 charts) will be completed before the end of this year. The data will be distributed through the NE RENC.

(ii) Conversion of Harbour Charts from our internal data format (the NSKV- format) to S57e3.0. 

3. Production of ER Data:

The NHS has not yet established a production line for ER data. This task will now be given priority, and the objective is to be able to produce a test data set within April next year, and have an operational service by mid next year.

4.  The Norwegian Maritime Geodata Demonstrator (NMGD) Project:

The Norwegian Maritime Geodata Demonstrator is a project initiated by NHS in order to establish an operational maritime geodata service for Norwegian waters. NMGD is organized as a project representing companies and organizations with interests within the development and production of electronic chart systems and related activities. It is a goal to harmonize and integrate in the Demonstrator, relevant research projects directed towards maritime activities, in order to utilize the resources in a most effective way. We focus on the end user, and all activities include testing and implementation in the user's environment.

The project is divided into three main phases:

· Phase 1 will include establishment of an operational infrastructure for administration and distribution of maritime geodata information.

· Phase 2 and 3 will be extended to include dynamic and statistical information.

The project will be finished ultimo 2000 after 3 years duration.







