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 ___ 
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 UNDERSEA FEATURE NAME PROPOSAL 
 (See NOTE overleaf) 
 
 
Ocean or Sea __ North Pacific Ocean _______________ Name proposed _       Suruga Seamount____________ 
 
 
Coordinates : A - of midpoint or summit : Lat. ___14-14 N        ___ , Long. ____142-53  E         ______ 
 
 

   ________ kilometres in ___________________ direction from ________________ 
       
    

 
and/or B - extremities (if linear feature) : 
 

 
 Lat. ______________________ 

Long. ____________________ }
 

to {
Lat. ______________________ 

Long. ____________________ 

 
 
Description (kind of feature) : ____seamount______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Identifying or categorizing characteristics (shape, dimensions, total relief, least depth, steepness, etc.):  
 
This is a seamount located at the southern end of the West Mariana Ridge, Philippine Sea. The seamount is  
 
almost conical-shaped, which is arguably defined by 1600 m contour line. The shallowest depth is only 40 m.   
 
 
Associated features : _The seamount has a smaller peak on its southern flank.         ______________________ 
 
 
Chart reference :  
 
 Shown with name on chart No. ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Shown but not named on chart No. _INT 510____________________________________________________ 
 
 
 Not shown but within area covered by chart No. ___________________________________________________ 
 
 
Reason for choice of name (if a person, state how associated with the feature to be named) : __________________ 
 
As part of spawning ground investigation for Eel Anguilla japonica, full-scale investigation was conducted for the  
 
first time by a fisheries research ship “Suruga Maru” in 1997. Detailed geological/geophysical mapping were then  
 
performed by R/V Yokosuka in 2001. The latest study confirmed that Eel Anguilla japonica spawns at this  
 
seamount  (Tsukamoto, 2006, Nature).     
 
 
Discovery facts : 
  
Date ____August 2001________ by (individuals or ship) __Research Vessel “Yokosuka” of  JAMSTEC_________   
 
 
By means of (equipment) : _____ Multibeam Echo Sounder SEABEAM2112.004____________________________ 
 
  
Navigation used : _____________D-GPS____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Estimated positional accuracy in nautical miles : ____0.0054 mile (10 m)___________________________________ 
 
 



Description of survey (track spacing, line crossing, grid network, etc.) : The following four survey lines were employed 
for mapping this seamount: (12°33’84N,140°42’7E) – (13°59’58N,142°53’90E), (13°59’84N,142°54’31E) – (14°46’43N, 
142°53’98E), (14°46’98N, 142°53’69E) – (14°30’02N, 142°45’00E), (14°30’2N, 142°45’0E) – (14°25’24N, 142°45’0E). 
Deep-sea camera survey was also conducted along the 300-m contour of the seamount.  
 
Nature  and  repository  of  other  survey   activities  (dredge  samples,  cores,  magnetics,  gravity, 
 
photographs, etc.) : ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
Supporting material : enclose, if possible, a sketch map of the survey area, profiles of the features, etc., 
 
 
with reference to prior publication, if any : _________________________________________________________ 
 
The name of “Suruga seamount” has already appeared in several scientific journals for fisheries. A Nature paper  
 
has just been published in 2006.  
 
Tsukamoto, K., 2006, Spawning of eels near a seamount, Nature, doi: 10.1038/439929a 
 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  
Submitted by : ___ Japanese Committee on Undersea Feature Names ___________________________________ 
 
 
Date : __________5 June 2006___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address : 5-3-1 Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0045,  Japan____________________________________________ 
 

         
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

          
Concurred in by (if applicable) : ________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address : ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

         
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
National Authority (if any) : ____Japanese Committee on Undersea Feature Names______________________ 
 
Address : 5-3-1 Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo 104-0045,  Japan____________________________________________ 
 

         
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
          

 
NOTE : This form should be forwarded, when completed : 
 

a) If the undersea feature is located in territorial waters :- 
to your "National Authority for Approval of Undersea Feature Names" or, if this does not exist 
or is not known, either to the International Hydrographic Bureau or to the Intergovernmental 
Oceanographic Commission (see addresses below); 

 
b) If the undersea feature is located in international waters :- 

to the International Hydrographic Bureau or to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission, at the following addresses : 

 
International Hydrographic Bureau  Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
4, quai Antoine 1er    UNESCO 
B.P. 445     Place de Fontenoy 
MC 98011 MONACO CEDEX  75700 PARIS 
Principality of MONACO   FRANCE 

 Fax: +377 93 10 81 40   Fax: +33 1 45 68 58 12 
 E-mail: info@ihb.mc   E-mail : info@unesco.org  

_____________ 
 



 
 
 
Tsukamoto, K., 2006, Spawning of eels near a seamount, Nature, doi: 10.1038/439929a 



 
 
Fig. 1. 3D image of Suruga Smt., looked from southwest.  



 
 
Fig. 2. Color bathymetric map of Suruga Smt.  Contours in 100 m. 
 


