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Meso American & Caribbean Sea Hydrographic Commission
Technical Aspects of Maritime Boundaries, Baselines 
and the Outer Continental Shelf

Workshop Outline

Objective

· To teach participants the basic technical principles applicable to maritime boundary delimitation.  The delegates should preferably be from technical; hydrographic or cartographic backgrounds, but the course content is also suitable for those with a legal or diplomatic background.

· Providing a professional course to bridge the gap among Member States in the basics of hydrography and cartography and their application to maritime baselines and the marine environment.
· By the end of the course the delegates will be able to understand the importance of technical aspects in the delimitation process, the legal principles behind boundary delimitation, and play their role in a boundary team alongside lawyers, politicians, and other experts.

Course Structure

The course is highly hands-on in nature, with a mix of lectures and practicals.  The culmination of the course is a detailed boundary delimitation scenario which will require the delegates to work in small teams in a mock arbitration.
Day 1

1-1 Introductions and course overview

1-2 Introductory exercise to discuss general principles

1-3 Introduction to UNCLOS and maritime zones: development of law of the sea leading to UNCLOS

1-4 Maritime zones: rights and responsibilities: Internal waters, TS, CZ, EEZ and CS.  

1-5 Introduction to charts

Basic chart introduction – focused on relevance to law of the sea applications

1-6 Chart familiarisation exercise: simple exercise to examine features relevant to LOS

1-7 Normal baselines: constituent parts of the baseline

1-8 Normal baseline practical. Drawing a territorial sea limit on chart
Day 2
2-1 Straight baselines and archipelagic baselines

2-2 Straight baseline practical: drawing of straight baselines
2-3 Chart accuracy: problems with charts and improvements

2-4 Geodetic principles: use of map datums; loxodromes and geodesics

2-5 Delimitation: general principles and the median line: general principles of UNCLOS for drawing boundaries

2-6 Median line practical: Drawing a median line (Black sea example)
2-7 Outer Continental Shelf – provisions of Article 76 and the role of the CLCS
2-8 OCS –the UK’s experience: Brief discussion and status of the four UK submissions.
2-9 Satellite data and lidar surveys: Use of satellite imagery to complement charts; lidar for shallow water surveying

Day 3 (half-day)
3-1 General principles of delimitation & methods (continued)

3-2 Equitable boundary practical: produce boundary proposals for a variety of schematic scenarios
Day 4
4-1 Special circumstances: geographic (islands)

4-2 Special circumstances: other

4-3 Development of case law/jurisprudence

4-4 Establishing a team for negotiation and dispute resolution

4-5 The role of the technical expert
4-6 Introduction to scenario and start of team work
Syndicate work on delimitation scenario
Day 5
Presentation of delimitation scenario in moot court, judgment and analysis.

Course wrap-up, questions and evaluations. 

