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Report of the Tidal Working Group



The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 22nd Conference in The Hagues, September 1996

Considering the report from its Tidal Working Group (TWG),

Resolved:
1)  to adopt Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT) for Chart Datum in the NSHC region and to encourage its members to implement this adoption at the earliest practicable opportunity.

2) to continue the activities of the TWG with the following objectives:

· to prepare and take forward an implementation plan to adopt LAT for Chart Datum, taking note of the need to identify implementation dates;

· to establish a method of quality control of tidal analyses and tidal reduction techniques;

· to reconcile, within the NSHC region, differences in height between geoid, ellipsoid, chart datum, mean sea level and land levelling datum and then to determine precise heights using GPS in order to establish the height of Charts Datum above the ellipsoid.

· to consider the integration and harmonisation of tidal products into ECDIS.

· to maintain data bases for co-tidal charts, bibliography, GPS heighting, a common list of harmonic constituents and details of modern tide gauges.

· to investigate, in conjunction with IHO TWG, the potential for efficient dissemination of official tidal data (e.g. on the Internet).

· to prepare a further report and work plan to be reviewed at the 23rd Conference.

SE note: Compare concl. 21.




