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Publication of Fisheries charts





The First Conference of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission,





Recognizing the necessity for modern fisheries activities to have the disposal and assistance of reliable, relatively large-scale navigation charts, containing as much bottom information as possible in order to enable fisherman to carry out their trade with modern equipment,





Realizing that publication of eight such charts for the central part of the North Sea by the Danish Hydrographic Office took place some years ago and has proven to be a very successful approach to the solution of the problem,





Having studied the report submitted by the Danish Hydrographic Office of a meeting held with fishermen’s unions in Denmark on the subject of further requirements and wishes regarding these fisheries charts and the practical suggestions contained in that report, as well as the positive support given therein,





Having been informed of the fact that fishermen of different nations use these Danish Fisheries Charts and have expressed the wish that the coverage of these charts be extended,





Realizing that the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES) is an international body primarily engaged in biological research of the oceans and as such is not an organization suited to publish navigation charts for fisheries purposes,





Realizing further that hydrographic offices are the only existing  organizations adequately equipped to gather, collect and scrutinize the necessary information, to exchange, process and examine available and future data and thereafter to compile, edit, publish and sell the charts mentioned here,





Welcomes the interest shown by several hydrographic offices in the continuation of this project and particularly welcomes their desire to co-operate internationally as already shown by the expression of their wish to assist actively in the extension of the coverage of the present system of Danish Fisheries Charts,





Requests the chairman of the First Regional North Sea Hydrographic Conference to prepare a provisional statement after the conference to be submitted for approval by the hydrographic offices participating, containing several rules to be observed when extending the coverage of the fisheries charts by different hydrographic offices keeping in mind the following points that have been discussed:


1.  a consistent system of international numbering,


2.  a natural scale of 1: 250.000 for the parallel of 56oN,


3.  the intention of Great Britain to extend the coverage to the West by 6 charts,


4.  the intention of Denmark to extend the coverage to the East by 2 charts, and to the North by 4 charts,


5.  the intention of Germany to extend the coverage to the East by  2 charts and of Norway to the North-east with 4 charts,


6.  the intention of the Netherlands to extend the coverage to the South by 4 charts,


7.  to accompany this provisional statement by a chartlet showing all existing and proposed charts as well as the publishing hydrographic office,


8.  the desirability of mentioning the complete coverage of these charts in the various catalogues published,


9.  the necessity to insert conversion tables metres-fathoms or vice-versa as required,


10.  the necessity that charts published by different offices be of the same lay-out, have the same overlaps and the same outlook, symbols and abbreviations as far as is practicable,


11.  charts to be of the half double elephant size (71 x 52 cm paper size),


12.  Name: North Sea Fisheries Charts, national language and English.





Requests the Danish Hydrographic Office to prepare a provisional list of salient cartographic points that should be adhered to in preparing these charts and to generally act as a co-ordinator between participating offices; this provisional list to be forwarded to the hydrographic offices participating after the conference for their comments and approval,





Decides that all hydrographic offices participating are requested to co-operate in this international charting of the North Sea for fisheries purposes and particularly to encourage their seagoing countrymen to collect as much information as possible,





Requests all hydrographic offices participating to forward evaluated information regarding these charts to the hydrographic offices concerned with the area.








Note 1997: Denmark and Sweden have withdrawn the fishery charts as there is evidently no interest from the fishing industry. Obsolete?�
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