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Policy of expunging wrecks from charts.
The Second Conference of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission,

Having studied paragraph 4 of the Report of the Present State of Hydrographic Surveys of the North Sea submitted by the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty,

Being convinced that the safety of the navigation in the North Sea is seriously endangered by the fact that the seabottom is littered with wrecks, known and unknown,

Being seriously disturbed by the information received from the President of the German Hydrographic Institute on vertical movements of wrecks under the influence of tidal streams and other causes,

Having taken notice furthermore of the findings of the Netherlands Hydrographic Office regarding wrecks that regularly appear and disappear under the moving sanddunes or alluvial banks and shoals, introducing the danger of wrecks being expunged from charts and reappearing above the seabottom at a later date without being recharted,

Having taken further notice of the Danish-Swedish experience of less depth over wrecks than charted due to unreported salvage operations,

Requests all members to forward to the chairman of the Commission a short statement clearly showing the policy that is followed to date in their offices with regard to the expunging of wrecks from their charts,

Strongly recommends all members to amend this policy if necessary, in such a way that no wreck can be forgotten whilst being temporarily expunged from a chart and to keep in mind that in the North Sea many wrecks laying in water with a depth of 30 meters or less should be considered a potential danger until it is bodily removed,

Requests all members of the Commission to do every thing within their power to reduce the number of (PA), (PD) and (ED) wrecks in the areas in which they are surveying by careful search methods and accurate position fixing and to attain the highest probability feasible that a comprehensively surveyed area does not contain any uncharted wrecks,

Welcomes and gladly accepts the offer of the President of the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau to send out a circular letter to all States-Members warning them of the dangers of wrecks, especially in areas with an alluvial sea-bed, and informing them of the essentials of this conclusion.








