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Passage of VLCC’s south and southwest bound through the North Sea and Dover Strait to the English Channel

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 15th sessions in Antwerp, September 1984;

Having been informed that VLCC’s of draughts up to and even exceeding 70 feet (21.3 meters) are making passages southward through the North Sea, thence southwestward through the Dover Strait to the English Channel;

Realising that such passages are planned and carried out on the basis of published information, including soundings and tidal data;

Being aware of the inadequacy of much of this data, arising, firstly, from the standards prevailing when much of it was acquired and, secondly, from the incompleteness and lack of comprehensive cover of such data;

Recognizing that an adequate underkeel clearance for VLCC’s is only feasible if accurate facts are available from which a valid underkeel allowance can be assessed;

Being concerned that, without such accurate data, the vessels involved are in the risk of grounding with associated risk of major environmental pollution;

Strongly recommends that a projected DW Route be defined specifically to meet the needs of this VLCC traffic and that action be taken to bring about the surveying which is a prerequisite to the final definition of such DW Route and its approval by IMO.








