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The Hague 1983
Obsolete 2000

Hydrographic survey of deep-water (DW) routes - use of side-scan sonar

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 14th session in the Hague, June 1983,

Having considered evidence of increased use of DW-route by ships of larger draught, operating with minimum underkeel clearance,

Bearing in mind the limited width available for manoeuvre by ships within a DW-route,

Appreciating the importance of recording and charting details of every isolated feature or object lying within the limits of the DW-routes (including wrecks and other obstructions) which reduces the depth of water in that location and which could constitute a risk to safety of navigation,

Taking in account the fact that comprehensive examination of the seabed cannot be achieved satisfactorily solely by use of echo sounder techniques,

Strongly recommends that hydrographic survey of all DW-routes include full examination of the relevant area by side-scan sonar or equivalent high resolution equipment.








