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Brugge 1998
Active 2000

NSHC Working Group on Consistent Survey Policies

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 23rd Conference in Brugge, September 1998.

Noting the Statutes of the NSHC art. 3.2;

Considering the need to address today’s requirements of safety of navigation regarding currency and accuracy  of surveying;

Being aware of the need to avoid significant differences in quality within areas sharing similar characteristics;

Resolves to set up a working group on developing consistent surveying policies with the following aims:

· to examine the requirements of safety of navigation,

· to examine the requirements of existing surveying standards,

· to study possible arrangements for joint surveying policies, with an objective:

· to prepare proposals on:
- accuracy and horizontal coverage
- survey frequency
- line spacing
- the use of sensors

The Working Group will be chaired by the Netherlands.

The Working Group shall report to the 24th NSHC Conference
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Co-operation strategy for European HO’s

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission, during its 23rd Conference, in Brugge, Belgium, September 1998;

Recognising that the European Union (EU) is involving itself in maritime related matters to a greater extend than before,

Resolved to establish a working group on co-operation strategy with the following objectives:

1.  analyse the present status of co-operation between NSHC HOs;

2.  identify the need for intensified co-operation;

3.  identify and monitor EU activities and documentation on matters of interest to HOs;

4.  identify the functions and activities of HOs where the involvement of the EU and its organs could be beneficial to the provision of hydrographic services and those which could be addressed more efficiently at NSHC level;
5.  examine broader European framework of co-operation;

6.  suggest appropriate actions to be taken by NSHC members;

Adopted the following rules of procedures:

1. the working group will be chaired by France;

2. the working group will work mainly by correspondence and report to the NSHC chairman on its findings when appropriate and not later than 1ste October 1999;

3. each member of the NSHC is invited to appoint a contact person;

4. the working group will prepare a full report and proposals to be reviewed at the 24th NSHC Conference;

