Conclusions of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission





Conclusion No.�
  Place and year of  adoption:�
Status:�
�
	35�
Hamburg 1976�
Obsolete; 20th Conf. decided not vital�
�
	


		





Survey classification reflected in Survey Progress Chart NSHC 1





The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its tenth session in Hamburg 1976,





Noting that the North Sea Survey Progress Chart NSHC 1, the first edition of which was prepared in 1963 in accordance with Conclusion No 6, now shows an extensive area of pink tint indicating ”Detailed surveys since 1930”;





Being aware that this classification takes in surveys of  a wide range of age, including surveys with accompanying sonar searching and also much older surveys, some of which were by lead line;





Recognising that although, in 1963, this classification was regarded as reasonably comprehensive, the standard of many of these surveys does not meet present needs and the areas concerned require resurvey to modern standards, as soon as circumstances permit;





Decides to subdivide the pink areas on NSHC 1 by using a blue overprint;





Further decides that since it is likely to prove difficult to achieve common and definitive survey criteria for the classification ”Modern comprehensive survey”, the decision reached at the 4th Conference in 1966 should be reaffirmed. (This reads ”It was agreed that each member must be responsible for his own specification of close surveying, bearing in mind such considerations as the nature of the sea bed, the possibility of wrecks and the capability of the surveying craft themselves”.)





Accordingly, calls upon members to reconsider the existing  survey data for which they hold the records, for the purpose of determining:





a.  These areas which require periodic resurvey, owing to the changeable nature of the seabed.





b.  Those areas for which the existing data is considered sufficiently complete, accurate and up-to-date and for which a requirement to resurvey within the foreseeable future is not envisaged.





Authorises UK, the producer of NSHC 1, to incorporate these categories into the chart by using:





a.  A solid blue outline and cross ruling (these areas to be classified as ”changeable areas requiring periodic resurvey”).





b.  A light blue stipple (these areas to be defined as ”Areas which have had an adequate comprehensive survey, as assessed in 1976 and later”).





And requests Netherlands to undertake a study of the definition of the classification ”Modern comprehensive survey”, to seek the views of members by correspondence and to prepare a report and proposals for consideration by the members.�
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