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Exploratory drilling in the area of the Texel Traffic Separation Scheme

The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its 14th session in The Hague, June 1983,

Noting Netherlands NM(T)675/83 which gives advance warning of temporary alterations in the TSS ”Off Texel”, these changes will be implemented on 1 September for a period of 6 months,

Recalling that on a previous occasion in 1981 when a temporary alteration was introduced, it persisted for over 13,5 months; and during that time many of the navigation charts in use did not reflect the temporary changes in both traffic lanes and buoyage,

Taking into account that this is an area of persistent traffic flow for which a TSS was considered necessary,

Noting that the 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf Article 5(1) requires that ”installations or devices may not be established in places where they interfere with the use of recognised sea lanes essential to international navigation”,

Noting also that the IMO Resolution A 379 recommends that governments should ”ensure that the exploitation of sea-bed resources does not seriously obstruct sea approaches and shipping routes”,

Registers concern at the disruption to the established ships routeing arrangements in the area off Texel, particularly as, in the circumstances of temporary changes, notification to mariners through normal chart correction processes is not feasible,

Strongly recommends the establishment and charting of fairway or routeing systems through the areas, as recommended in IMO Res. A 379 from which oil installations will be excluded.








