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STATUTES OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN AND ISLANDS

ARTICLE 1

HYDROGRAPHIC COMMISSION (SAIHC)

GEOGRAPHIC LIMITS AND MEMBERSHIP

a.

ARTICLE 2

AIMS

The Southern African and Islands Hydrographic Cossion (hereinafter
referred to as “The Commission”) is established danformity with
Administrative Resolution T1.3 of the InternationaHydrographic
Organization (IHO). Members of the Commission khmd the national
hydrographic authorities of those countries who Biembers of the IHO,
bordering the Indian and Atlantic Ocean, within IHCharting Area H
(Hereinafter referred to as “The Region”).

The countries within the Region, who are not Meralwrthe IHO and whose
representatives are signatories to the presenut&satbecome Associate
Members. They are represented by their nationthloaities responsible for
hydrography and navigation.

Portugal, who has traditional and historic linkgha/states in the Region, as
well as vast hydrographic and topographic infororatand who produces
charts of the Region, will be an Associate Member.

Countries within the Region who are not Member#ssociate Members of
the Commission may be invited to send represemstito attend its
conferences and meetings as observers. The obsenay take part in the
discussions but shall not have voting rights.

Organisations active within the Region in providiggsistance in the
enhancement of hydrography may, at the discretioth® Commission, be
invited to send representatives to conferences amektings. These
representatives will have no voting rights but rbayasked to provide expert
advice on matters relevant to the purposes of trarfission.

The aims of the Commission, which is an integrat pathe IHO, shall be:

a.

To promote technical co-operation in the domairhydrographic surveying,
marine cartography, and nautical information witthia Region.

To examine the implications, in its area of intered matters of general
interest with which the IHO is concerned, avoidanyy interference with the
prerogatives of the International Hydrographic Bur€IHB) and of any other
commissions set up by the IHO.
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ARTICLE 3

3

To stimulate all countries within the Region to emdhydrographic activity in
the area and to encourage them to seek technigaleadnd assistance from
the IHB in establishing and strengthening their rogdaphic capabilities in
order to promote safe navigation and create anr@mwient within which
economic development may take place.

To facilitate the exchange of information concegnisurveys, research or
scientific and technical developments, to aid ia planning and organisation
of hydrographic activities in the widest sense bé tterm, but without
interference in the national responsibilities offe&lydrographic Office.

To carry out certain studies as an IHO Working @rauvhen considered
appropriate.

To encourage Members and Associate Members forthi@gCommission to

participate, of their own free will, on all posshbbccasions — whether in the
form of advice or of assistance — in those hydnplgiaprogrammes requiring
concerted action, but without prejudice to or ifés¥nce with their national

activities.

CONFERENCES

a.

The Commission shall convene annually in plenargf@@nce in the country
of one of its Members or Associate Members.

At the end of each Conference the Members and Assoklembers desirous
of hosting the following Conference shall put fordaheir candidatures.
Priority shall be given to a country which has pet hosted a Conference, or
to the one which did so the longest time ago. alses of equal priority a secret
ballot shall be held, the decisions being takenabwgimple majority of
Members and Associate Members present.

If it is in the interest of the Commission and unaously agreed upon by the
Members and Associate Members an alternative verayebe selected.

Members and Associate Members shall be represeattgdonferences by
heads of Hydrographic Services, or, where suchicdo not exist, by heads
of national authorities responsible for hydrographyg navigation. They may
also be accompanied by members of their staff,itbist most desirable that
their number be kept to a minimum.

The Commission may set up small committees of Memlaed Associate
Members interested in particular projects with tigect of examining and
executing such projects.
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ARTICLE 4

4

An invitation to attend the Conference shall inghly be addressed to the
Directing Committee of the IHB.

The presence of two thirds (2/3) of the Memberghaf Commission shall
constitute a quorum at all conferences.

All expenses connected with the participation o€ tHelegates in the
Conference, shall be defrayed by their respectvmties.

CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN.

a.

b.

ARTICLE 5

The activities of the Commission are conductedngy@hairman.

The Chairman and Vice-Chairman shall be voluntgeffembers elected
during the Conference and shall take office six therafter the end of the
Conference.

The Chairman shall provide the Secretariat for@oenmission regarding all
guestions to be dealt with by correspondence. Hepvepare a Provisional
Agenda for the next Conference and will preserthadirst item, his report on
the activities of the Commission since the lastf€mnce.

The Chairman shall be responsible for the organisaif the Conference, in
accordance with the Hydrographic Authority of theuwtry hosting the
conference.

If the Chairman, or the Vice-Chairman, is unableof@ciate, he shall be
replaced by his successor or his deputy in his@ffi

ORGANISATION OF CONFERENCES.

a.

The Chairman shall issue invitations at least sionths before the
Conference.

Proposals to be included in the Agenda of a Conterenust be sent to the
Chairman at least four months before the date fifkcedthe opening of the
Conference.

The Chairman shall prepare the Provisional Agemdeonsultation with the
Vice-Chairman and forward it to the participantdestst eight weeks before
the opening of the Conference.
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ARTICLE 6

CONFERENCE AGENDA.

a.

ARTICLE 7

The Agenda shall be adopted by the Commission etb#ginning of each
Conference.

The Commission may modify in the course of the @oerice the order in
which the Agenda items are to be discussed.

DECISIONS AND RESOLUTIONS.

a.

Decisions taken during each meeting should be pedga written form by the
Chairman and supplied next day to the particippresent.

At the end of the Conference, the Chairman shetutate the decisions taken
during the Conference. Conference decisions dbaltaken by a simple
majority of the Members and Associate Members prieske exception being
amendments to the present Statutes as providednfdkrticle 9 below.
However, when the Chairman considers that theueger review concerns a
limited number of Members and Associated Membéies uhanimous decision
of such Members and Associated Members is required.

Members and Associated Members are entitled to, eateh having the right
to one vote.

All decisions become operative immediately aftex @onference, except in
the case where a Member or an Associate Membeestsbgand asks that the
matter be referred to the IHO for a decision. Hesvesuch a procedure shall
not be applicable to the provisions of paragrapbfi#rticle 3 concerning the

hosting of Conferences.

The Chairman shall despatch within one month ofctbee of the Conference
a copy of the Summary Report containing the disonss decisions and
recommendations of the Conference for approvaatteand for comments to
Observers. The Members and Associate Members sbé&fly within one
month of the receipt their approval or objectiahsny, which shall be settled
by correspondence.

Any decision which may be of interest to the MemBaates of the IHO as a
whole shall be brought to the attention of the IHBIhis fact shall be
mentioned as part of the text of the decisionshedc
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ARTICLE 8

EXTRAORDINARY MEETINGS

a.

ARTICLE 9
STATUTES
a.

b.

ARTICLE 10

The Chairman may call a meeting of the Memberdhef Gommission when
their representatives are assembled for an IHO&ente.

In the case of urgent matters, which cannot beeddeby correspondence and
which cannot be postponed until the next Conferetiee Chairman, with the
agreement of the Vice-Chairman, having taken theiop of the Members
and Associate Members, shall convene an ExtraardMaeting, to be held in
the country of the next Conference or the placesiciemed most appropriate.

The provisions applicable to Conferences shall yapplall meetings except
that the provisions of Article 4b are not applieabd the meetings defined in
paragraphs a. and b. above, which shall be orghuaise presided over by the
Chairman, who will remain in office after the meetihas concluded.

When these meetings do not include all MembersAmsciate Members, the
decisions reached shall be reported to the nexte@amce of the Commission,
or by correspondence if the matter is urgent.

The International Hydrographic Bureau is the Custodf these Statutes.

Members and Associate Members of the Commission meypose
amendments to the present Statutes. These ametsdshatl be discussed at a
Conference and the decisions, which must be apgrbyea two-thirds (2/3)
majority of the Members of the Commission, willibeluded in the Report of
the Conference and passed on to the IHB for upglafiistatutes.

LANGUAGE OF THE COMMISSION

The official language of the Commission will be Esig.
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NATIONAL SIGNATORIES - STATUTES OF THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN AND
ISLANDS HYDROGRAPHIC COMMISSION (SAIHC)
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RECORD OF AMENDMENTS

Original Statute: Cape Town, South Africa. 29 Augist 1996

1°T Amendment: Simon’s Town, South Africa: 27 Septetver 2005

2P Amendment: Mangochi, Malawi: 28 August 2007

3P Amendment: Saint-Gilles, French Department of la Runion: 17
September 2009

4™ Amendment; Walvis Bay, Namibia: 07 September 2011



