John, 

Thank you for the circular letter on the proposed CBC Technical visits.

This year we have working our way in trying to establish our new Hydrographic office. 
PNG with the help of the Asian Development bank and Papua New Guinea Government PNG has establish the Hydrographic Office under the National Maritime Safety Authority, Below is probable a summary on what we have been doing for this year.
Brief report
The PNG Hydrographic office and Australian Hydrographic is supporting the Recompilation and Modernization of the Hydrographic Chart project. The Contractor is HSA System. The major ground truthing was done by RAN HMAS Melville in January to March 2006.
The Hydrographic Office was invited by the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department of the Coast Guard to attend the UNCLOS meeting and symposium in March 2006.
The Australian Hydrographic has arranged a meeting requested by the Project Implementing Unit with the PNG Hydrographic Office in April, during the meeting certain issues were discussed related to the current MOU between AHO and PNG.

The PNG Hydrographic Services has formed the Nautical Data Committee and has 2 important meetings; the second one was attended by the Australian Hydrographic office representative. The important issue discussed was on the charting scheme benefit to the economic development of the country, which valuable contribution was put forward. We will have a follow up and confirmation with the developers and stakeholders on the approaches they will and planning to use for the project.
We are now using email to circulate information to all shipping or mariners on the status of the navigational aids and other information. In due time we will have Information and notices on the NMSA web site we will continually create or improve infrastructure to collect or circulate information. By doing so we are carrying on the Notices to Shipping introduced by the Project. We also forwarding eNotice highlighting PNG notices and temporary affected charts affect to our mariners.

Currently under the MOU AHO and PNG are working close on the Hydrographic Survey programs under the Hydroscheme program. We support the annual program like the one we had this year with the RAN survey Unit and the following in November and December around the New Britain. Australia is the Chart Authority and Hydrographic Services is submitting and application as correcting agent to the AHO. We are imposing to the Mariners and other users to fill in request form 2 weeks in advance for required charts. We want to distribute charts which are update. If other publications are required same will be applied.
The training could be done on the Job training. We would propose to the Australian Hydrographer when RAN survey vessel due to carry our survey. This will build our personnel capability in carry out small survey. 

The Chair of IHO committee on Information System (CHRIS), Capt Robert Ward is invited PNG Hydrographic Office to sit in as a Observer on the meeting on 25th – 30th September 2006 in Cairns, Australia. The Executive Management has support the invitation and I will represent the Hydrographic Office for that meeting.

All in all in are focusing on the Development Model for Hydrographic Capability Phase one, this will our model for the next 2 to 3 year.

Please if you require us to do extra from what we are doing before the Technical please advice us accordingly.

Kind Regards

Joseph Kunda

Hydrographic Services

