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GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN) 
XVIth Meeting, IHB, Monaco, 10-12 April 2003 

 
SUMMARY REPORT 

 
Reference:  IHB Circular Letter 28/2003, dated 8 April 2003. 
 
Dear Hydrographer, 
 
We enclose herewith a paper copy of the Summary Report of the XVIth meeting of the GEBCO-
SCUFN (Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature Names), which was held on 10-12 April 2003 at the 
IHB, under the Chairmanship of Dr. Robert L. Fisher, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, USA. This 
Report is also available on the GEBCO website (www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/gebco/). 
 
164 names, most of them newly submitted proposals, were examined during this meeting. These 
included: 
 

- 62 names in the Arctic Ocean, 36 of which were proposed by the Russian HO (HDNO).  
 

- 24 names in the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mexico, in relation to the IBCCA project. 
Proposals originated from INEGI (Mexico) and NGDC (USA). 

 
- 11 names in the Western Indian Ocean, in relation to the IBCWIO project.  
 

SCUFN eventually selected 100 new names for inclusion in the GEBCO Gazetteer. The Gazetteer 
database, which is maintained at the IHB, is being updated accordingly. Then a revised Gazetteer will 
be produced as an Excel file which will be made available on the GEBCO website. It is also planned to 
publish a new edition of IHO-IOC Publication B-8 on CD-ROM, along with a limited number of 
printed copies. 
 
Pending actions from previous SCUFN meetings (Section 2 of the Report) and newly identified 
actions at SCUFN-XVI (Sections 3 to 7), most of them for the Secretary at the IHB, are being attended 
to. Any assistance from Member States in completing these actions would be much appreciated. 

 
Circular Letter 28/2003 reported on the lack of experts contributing to the SCUFN work, stressed the 
importance for the IHO to be appropriately represented on this panel and urged Member States to 
nominate experts.  Nominations were received from Argentina, Colombia and Indonesia. In addition, 
Japan, Russian Federation and USA (NOAA) had appointed experts to SCUFN before or on the 
occasion of SCUFN-XVI. The IHB is most grateful to these Hydrographic Offices  for having provided 
experts for SCUFN.  
 
A revised SCUFN Membership List is at Annex A. As announced in CL 28/2003, two key contributing 
SCUFN members (Dr. Robert L. Fisher, Chairman and Mr. Desmond P.D. Scott) resigned following 
SCUFN-XVI. Dr. Hans Werner Schenke (AWI, Germany), a worldwide recognized expert in 

http://www.iho.shom.fr/general/files/listact.htm
http://www.ngdc.noaa.gov/mgg/gebco/


 
 

 

geomorphology and bathymetry, kindly accepted to serve as Chairman of SCUFN and this was 
endorsed by the GEBCO Guiding Committee at its April 2003 meeting.  SCUFN now comprises nine 
members, including six from IHO. 
 
The IHB is extremely grateful to Dr. Fisher for the huge amount of  work he accomplished  and his 
authoritative leadership of SCUFN for more than 20 years. Mr. Scott should also be thanked for his 
valuable contribution to SCUFN work, including his important role as Rapporteur of the meetings. 
 
The XVIIth SCUFN meeting will be held on 8-11 June 2004 at the Head Department of Navigation and 
Oceanography (HDNO) of the Russian Federation, St Petersburg, following the kind invitation by 
HDNO to host this meeting.  
 
Any comments on this report would be most welcome. 

 
On behalf of the Directing Committee 

Yours sincerely, 
 

(original signed) 
 

Captain Hugo GORZIGLIA 
Director 

 
 
Encls.:  1) SCUFN Membership List, as Annex A 

2) Summary Report of GEBCO SCUFN-XVI (English only) 
  
 
Copy to:  IOC Secretariat, Paris, France. 
 



 
 

 

Annex A to CL 66/2003 
 
 

GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN)  
 

Membership 
(October 2003) 

 
1. Members 
 
Dr. Hans-Werner SCHENKE [IOC] (Chair) 
Alfred Wegener Institute für Polar und 
Meeresforschung (AWI) 
Postfach 12 01 61 
Columbustrasse 
D 27515 Bremerhaven 
GERMANY 
Fax: +49 (0)471 4831 1149 
Tel: +49 (0)471 4831 1222/1223 
E-mail: schenke@AWI-Bremerhaven.de 
 
 
Mr. Kunikazu NISHIZAWA [IHO] 
Secretary of Japanese Committee on Undersea 
Feature Names  
Hydrographic Department of Japan 
3-1 Tsukiji 5 Chome,Chuo-ku 
Tokyo, 104-0045 
JAPAN 
Fax: +81 (3) 3541 4483 
Tel: +81 (3) 3541 3816 
E-mail: nishiz@cue.jhd.go.jp  
 
 
Mr. Norman Z. CHERKIS [IOC] 
Five Oceans Consultants 
6300 Saddle Tree Drive 
Alexandria,.VA 22310 2915 
USA 
Fax: +1 (703) 971-3141 
Tel: +1 (703) 971-3141 
E-mail: Cherkis@excite.com 
 
 
Capt. Vadim SOBOLEV [IHO] 
Head Department of Navigation and 
Oceanography (HDNO) 
8-11, Liniya V.O. B-34 
199034 St Petersburg 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Fax: +7 812 277 5900 
Tel:   
E-mail: gunio@homepage.ru  
 
 
 

 
 
Dr. Galina AGAPOVA [IOC] 
Geological Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
Pyzevskiy, 7 
109017 Moscow 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Fax: +7 (095) 231-8106 
Tel: +7 (095) 230-8180 / 8145 
E-mail: marine@geo.tv-sign.ru 
 
 
 
Mrs. Lisa A. TAYLOR [IHO] 
National Geophysical Data Center  
E/GC 325 Broadway  
Boulder, Colorado USA 80305-3328  
USA 
Fax: +1 (303) 497-6513 
Tel:  +1 (303) 497-6767 
E-mail: Lisa.A.Taylor@noaa.gov  
 
 
 
 
RAdm.  T.H. SOESETYO [IHO] 
Dinas Hidro-Oseanografi (DISHIDROS) 
Jalan Pantai Kuta V No. 1 
Jakarta 14430 
INDONESIA 
Fax: +62 21 684 809 / 684 819 
Tel: +62 21 684 809 / 684 819 
E-mail: infohid@indo.net.id 
 
 
Lic. Walter REYNOSO Peralta [IHO] 
Servicio de Hidrografía Naval 
Avenida Montes de Oca 2124 
1271 Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 
Fax: + 541 1 4301 3883 
Tel: + 541 1 4301 0061 / 68 
E-mail: wpreynoso@hidro.gov.ar 
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Mr. Jesús Josué DIAZ Prieto [IHO] 
Dirección General Marítima 
Calle 41 No. 46-20 
Oficina 394 
Santa Fe de Bogota 
COLOMBIA 
Fax: +575 6694390 / 2294297 
Tél: +575 6694427 / 6694104 / 6694465 
E-mail: jjdiazp@yahoo.com 
 
 
2. Advisers / Observers 
 
Mr. Trent PALMER 
Secretary ACUF 
US Board on Geographic Names 
National Imagery and Mapping Agency (NIMA) 
Stop D-61 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816-5003 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Fax: +1 (301) 227 5515 
Tel: +1 (301) 227 3050 
E-mail: palmert@nima.mil 
 
3. Secretary 
 
Ing. en Chef Michel HUET  
International Hydrographic Bureau 
4, Quai Antoine 1er 
B.P. 445 - MC 98011 Monaco Cedex 
PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO 
Fax: +377 93 10 81 40 
Tel: +377 93 10 81 04 
E-mail: mhuet@ihb.mc 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Captain Dede YULIADI  
Dinas Hidro-Oseanografi (DISHIDROS) 
Jalan Pantai Kuta V No. 1 
Jakarta 14430 
INDONESIA 
Fax: + 62 21 684 809 / 684 819 
Tel: + 62 21 684 809 / 684 819 
E-mail: infohid@indo.net.id 
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