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GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN) 
 

Membership 
 
 
 
 
Reference:  Circular Letter 90/2004, dated 16 December 2004 
 
 
 
 
Dear Hydrographer, 
 
Circular Letter 90/2004 reported on the availability of the 17th SCUFN Meeting Minutes 
(www.iho.shom.fr > Committees > GEBCO/SCUFN) and invited Member States to 
nominate candidates for this GEBCO sub-committee. 
 
The Bureau thanks the following 22 Member States who responded: Argentina, Belgium, 
Brazil, Canada, Finland, France, Iceland, India, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, Mozambique, 
Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Portugal, Slovenia, South Africa, Sweden, Tunisia, 
Turkey and USA. We are pleased to report that, as a result, three nominations to SCUFN 
have been submitted, as follows: 

• LCdr Harvinder AVTAR (India) 
• LCdr Rafael PONCE Urbina (Mexico) 
• Capt Albert E. THEBERGE (USA) 

 
The credentials / experience of the nominees are given in Annex A. The IHB believes that all 
three candidates have the required background and experience for an efficient contribution 
to SCUFN work. Their appointment as SCUFN members will be formally endorsed by the 
GEBCO Guiding Committee at its 21st meeting (Aguascalientes, Mexico, 11-12 July 2005). As 
can be seen from the updated SCUFN membership list in Annex B, there is now a very good 
IHO representation on SCUFN and the IHB is most grateful to Argentina, India, Japan, 
Mexico, Russian Federation and USA, for their valuable support to SCUFN activities. 
 
The 18th meeting of SCUFN will take place at the IHB, Monaco, on 3-6 October 2005. 
Information on the meeting (agenda, documents, logistic information etc.) will be posted on 

http://www.iho.shom.fr/


 
 

 

the IHO website (GEBCO/SCUFN page) as and when it is available. All concerned Member 
States are invited to provide appropriate support for the participation of SCUFN members in 
SCUFN/18. 
 

On behalf of the Directing Committee 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Captain Hugo GORZIGLIA 

Director  
Encls :  Two annexes  
___________ 
Copy to :  - IOC Secretariat, Paris, France (Dr D. Travin) 
  - Chairman of SCUFN (Dr H.W. Schenke, Germany) 
  - Permanent Secretary of GEBCO (Prof. R. Whitmarsh, UK) 



 
 

 

Annex A to CL 56/2005 
 

 
Credentials / Experience of SCUFN Nominees 

 
 
 
1. LCdr Harvinder AVTAR (India) 
 
Holds a Master's Degree in Hydrographic Surveying from Goa University, India. Has eleven 
years of experience in hydrography in Indian waters and has been closely associated with 
the chart production process at the National Hydrographic Office since 2003. Well versed 
with marine geology and bathymetry of Indian region. Member of the Indian National 
Cartographic Association since 2000. 
 
 
2. LCdr Rafael PONCE Urbina (Mexico) 
 
Holds a Master's Degree in Hydrographic Sciences and a Category A Certificate in 
Hydrography (FIG-IHO).  Currently, Deputy-Director for Hydrography and Cartography. 
 
3. Capt Albert E. Theberge (USA) 
 
Has been active in both the bathymetric community and the history of oceanography 
community. During his 27-year career with NOAA Corps, he commanded two survey 
vessels and served in various capacities on hydrographic and bathymetric surveying vessels, 
as well as mobile geodetic and hydrographic field parties. Served as NOAA Office of 
Minerals and Energy liaison to Scripps Institution of Oceanography Marine Physical 
Laboratory Deep Tow and Sea Beam Group under Dr. Fred Spiess from 1982-84 and 
accompanied a number of expeditions throughout the Pacific Ocean. Headed NOAA’s EEZ 
Mapping Project from 1987-90, directing the activities of five multibeam sounding vessels in 
waters of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans. Since retirement from NOAA Corps in 1995, has 
been affiliated with NOAA Central Library and is a recognized authority on the history of 
ocean exploration and the history of NOAA. Serves on the US Board on Geographic Names 
(BGN) Advisory Committee on Undersea  Features (ACUF) and conducts historical research 
for that body into the history of the discovery and naming of undersea features. 
 



 
 

 

Annex B to CL 56/2005 
 
 

GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN)  
Membership 

(May 2005) 
 
 
1. Members 
 
Dr. Hans-Werner SCHENKE [IOC] (Chair) 
Alfred Wegener Institute für Polar und 
Meeresforschung (AWI) 
Postfach 12 01 61 
Columbustrasse 
D 27515 Bremerhaven 
GERMANY 
Fax: +49 (0)471 4831 1149 
Tel: +49 (0)471 4831 1222/1223 
E-mail: schenke@AWI-Bremerhaven.de 
 
Dr. Yasuhiko OHARA [IHO] 
Ocean Research Laboratory 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic  
Department of Japan 
5-3-1 Tsukiji, Chuo-ku 
Tokyo, 104-0045 JAPAN 
Fax : +81 (3) 3541 3870  
Tel : +81 (3) 3541 4387 
E-mail : ohara@jodc.go.jp 
 
Mr. Norman Z. CHERKIS [IOC] 
Five Oceans Consultants 
6300 Saddle Tree Drive 
Alexandria,.VA 22310 2915, USA 
Fax: +1 (703) 971-3141 
Tel: +1 (703) 971-3141 
E-mail: n.cherkis@att.net 
              
  
              
Lic. José Luis FRIAS Salazar [IOC] 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística 
Geografía e Informática (INEGI) 
Ave. Patriotismo No. 711-PH 
Col. San Juan Mixcoac – C.P. 03910 
México D.F.  MEXICO 
Fax :+(52) 55 52 78 10 00, ext. 1481 
Tel :+(52) 55 55 63 99 32, ext. 1481 
E-mail : Jose.Frias@inegi.gob.mx 
 
LCdr. Harvinder AVTAR (IHO) 
National Hydrographic Office 
107-A, Rajpur Road, Post Box No. 75 
Dehradun, INDIA 
Fax: +91-135-2748373 
Tel: +91-135-2747365 
E-mail: Avtar_Hydro70@rediffmail.com  

 
 
Dr. Galina AGAPOVA [IOC] 
Geological Institute of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences 
Pyzevskiy, 7 
109017 Moscow 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Fax: +7 (095) 231-8106 
Tel: +7 (095) 230-8180 / 8145 
E-mail: marine@ginras.ru  
 
 
Mrs. Lisa A. TAYLOR [IHO] 
National Geophysical Data Center  
E/GC 325 Broadway  
Boulder, Colorado USA 80305-3328  
USA 
Fax: +1 (303) 497-6513 
Tel:  +1 (303) 497-6767 
E-mail: Lisa.A.Taylor@noaa.gov  
 
 
Lic. Walter REYNOSO Peralta [IHO] 
Servicio de Hidrografía Naval 
Avenida Montes de Oca 2124 
1271 Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 
Fax: + 541 1 4301 3883 
Tel: + 541 1 4301 0061 / 68 
E-mail: wreynoso@hidro.gov.ar 
             wreyper@hotmail.com  
 
Capt. Vadim SOBOLEV [IHO] 
Head Department of Navigation and 
Oceanography (HDNO) 
8-11, Liniya V.O. B-34 
199034 St Petersburg 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Fax: +7 812 277 5900 
Tel: 7 812 323 75 68 
E-mail: gunio@homepage.ru 
 
Capt. Albert E. THEBERGE (IHO) 
Office of Coast Survey 
1315 East-West Highway, Room 6207 
Silver Spring, Maryland, USA 
Fax: +1(301)713-4019 
Tel:  
E-mail : Albert.E.Theberge.Jr@noaa.gov 
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LCdr. Rafael PONCE Urbina (IHO) 
Dirección  Gal Adj de Hidrografia y Cartografia  
Eje 2 Oriente, Tramo H. Escuela Naval Militar  
No. 861, Edificio "B", 1/er. Nivel.  
Col. Los Cipreses, Delegación Coyoacán  
C.P.  04830  México D.F.  MEXICO 
Fax: +52 556 246500 Ext. 1242  
Tel:  +52 556 246515 
E-mail: digadhicar@semar.gob.mx 
 
 
2. Observers 
 
Mr. Trent PALMER 
Secretary ACUF 
US Board on Geographic Names 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) 
Mail Stop D-61 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816-5003 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Fax: +1 (301) 227 5515 
Tel: +1 (301) 227 2680 
E-mail: Trent.C.Palmer@nga.mil 
 
 
3. Secretary 
 
Ing. en chef Michel HUET  
International Hydrographic Bureau 
4, Quai Antoine 1er 
B.P. 445 - MC 98011 Monaco Cedex 
PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO 
Fax: +377 93 10 81 40 
Tel: +377 93 10 81 04 
E-mail: mhuet@ihb.mc 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Dimitri TRAVIN 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic 
Commission (IOC) UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex, FRANCE 
Fax : +33 1 456 85812 
Tel. : +33 1 456 84044 
E-mail : D.Travin@unesco.org 
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