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Monaco, 7-11 May 2007 
 
Dear Hydrographer, 
 
1  The XVIIth International Hydrographic Conference, reference a) refers, discussed potential ways 
ahead that could result in the publication of the fourth edition of IHO Special Publication 23, “Limits of 
Oceans and Seas” in the near term.  While the Conference made no decision on such ways ahead, the 
Member States directly involved in the area of concern (Japan, Republic of Korea and Democratic People's 
Republic of Korea) were asked to advise the Bureau, whether their Governments would agree to the 
suggestion offered by the President of the Conference for the publication of Volume 1 of S-23 (which 
would cover all agreed issues), omitting the disputed portion (which will be included in a second volume 
which would not be published),  as indicated in page 188 of Volume 1 of reference. The positions 
provided to the Bureau by the three interested Member States are shown in the attached annexes for your 
information. 
 
2   In light of the absence of an agreement between the involved Member States on the suggestion 
offered by the President of the Conference, for S-23 to be published in two Volumes as indicated above, 
and the new alternative proposed by Japan, the Directing Committee invites Japan, Republic of Korea and 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to provide further comments to the Bureau that may move 
forward the publication of S-23. Other Member States are also invited to provide any comments that they 
may have. 

 
On behalf of the Directing Committee 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Vice Admiral Alexandros MARATOS 

President 
 

Annex A: Letter from Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Republic of Korea dated 4 June 2007. 
Annex B: Letter from Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department, Japan Coast Guard dated 16 
August 2007. 
Annex C: Letter from Hydrographic Department, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea dated     
 19 September 2007.  
 



 



 



 



 



 



 
 




