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Dear Hydrographer,

1 The XVIIth International Hydrographic Conference, reference a) refers, discussed potential ways
ahead that could result in the publication of the fourth edition of IHO Special Publication 23, “Limits of
Oceans and Seas” in the near term. While the Conference made no decision on such ways ahead, the
Member States directly involved in the area of concern (Japan, Republic of Korea and Democratic People's
Republic of Korea) were asked to advise the Bureau, whether their Governments would agree to the
suggestion offered by the President of the Conference for the publication of Volume 1 of S-23 (which
would cover all agreed issues), omitting the disputed portion (which will be included in a second volume
which would not be published), as indicated in page 188 of Volume 1 of reference. The positions
provided to the Bureau by the three interested Member States are shown in the attached annexes for your
information.

2 In light of the absence of an agreement between the involved Member States on the suggestion
offered by the President of the Conference, for 5-23 to be published in two Volumes as indicated above,
and the new alternative proposed by Japan, the Directing Committee invites Japan, Republic of Korea and
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea to provide further comments to the Bureau that may move
forward the publication of S-23. Other Member States are also invited to provide any comments that they
may have.

On behalf of the Directing Committee
Yours sincerely,

Vice Admiral Alexandros MARATOS
President

Annex A: Letter from Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Republic of Korea dated 4 June 2007.

Annex B: Letter from Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department, Japan Coast Guard dated 16

August 2007.

Annex C: Letter from Hydrographic Department, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea dated
19 September 2007.
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MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS ANI} TRADE
REPUBLIC OF KOREA

4 June, 2007
Vice Admiral Alexandros MARATOS
President
International Hydrographic Biaeau
4 Quat Antoine ler
B.P. 445-MC 98011 Monaco Cedex
PRINCIPALITE DE MONACO

Drear Admiral Maratos,

T would first like to offer my sincere congratulations on your reelection as the
President of the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau, Itis
indeed a reflection of the rccégnition amongst all the Metnber States of your great
vommitment and contribution to the work of the THB.

Above all, your leadership was invatuable in ensuring the remarkable success
of the 17" International Hydrographic Conference held on 7-11 May in Monaco. My
thanks go alse to their members of the Directing Committes and staff of the IHB for
their tireless devotion in making the excellent arrangements for the Conference.

1 would refer to the decision of the Conference concerming the Publication of
Limits of Oceans and Seas ($-23).  As you are fully aware, there was intense debate
during the Conference on the lssue of the naming dispute over the sea arca located
between the Korean Peninsula and the Japanese Archipelago with respect to the
publication of the $-23. As a result of the deliberations, the Conference, upon the
recommendation of the President, concluded that the three countries directly concernad
in the naming dispute advise the IO whether their Governments would agree to the
publication of the 5-23 omilting the disputed portion.



Given the absence of agreement on the naming dispute among the concerned
parties, the Government of the Republic of Korea firmly believes that the simultaneous
use of “East Sea” and “Sea of Japan” in the fourth edition of the S-23 iz the most
desirable and fair solution. However, the proposed option whereby the $-23 will be
published in two volumes, the first of which would cover all agreed issues, while the
second volume, which would not be published immediately, would be referred 10 on

those matters which remained untesolved, would indeed be conducive to progress on
this issue.

The Republic of Kerea does not wish to see any further detay in the publication
of the §-23.  We are of the view that the publication of all the data agreed upon over the
past 50 years would contribute to & breakthrough with respect to the long-awaited 5-23.

it is in light of all these considerations that the Government of the Republic of
Korea has decided to agree to the immediate publication of the $-23 omittiag the
disputed portion, as recommended by the President.

i hope that the Directing Committee will take into full consideration the
position of the Republic of Korea as explained herewith and continue to make efforts to
facilitate the reaching of agreement on this. !t is also my sincere hope that the other
countries voncerned may agree to the recommendation of the President at the earliest.

I would preatly appreciate it if you could inform us of your plans and thoughts on
advancing this crucial matter.

Looking forward to the opportunity to meet with you again in the near futire, 1
wish you every success in your noble endeavours.

Sincerely your:

Young-wan Song
Director General
International Organizations Burcau
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Republic of Korea
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16 Angust 2007
Vice Admisal Alexandras MARATOS

President

Imternational Hydrographic Burzau
4 quai Antoine Ter

BP 445

MC 98011 Monaco Cedex

Dear Adsraral Maratos,

{ would like to express again my beartfelt congratulations on your slection 1o the
President. It is my pleasure 10 have more five years with you. We Dave all benefited
from your expertise and leadership.

In this letter, fet me respond 10 your recent s-mail in which you reminded us of Japan's
reaction o 1. Williams® suggestion made at the International Hydtographic Conference
in May regarding the revision of 5-23.

Let me first teiterate the basic position of Japan that “Sea of Japan” is the onfy narmc of
the referred sea ares, which has been established both intemationally and historically.
Therefore, the suggestion made by the then Chairman Williams to divide the revised

edition into two volumes is unacceptable on the following two grounds.



Firsl, Japan is concemed that publishing the Founth BEdition of 8-23 as two-volume
edition would be misleading no maiter how the referred sea area is mentioned, because
it would create 3 wrong impression that a dispute over the name of “Sea of Japsn™
shoald exist. Such publication would result in the same conscquences as the fifth
sugpestion made by Dr. Williams, in which he proposed the one-volume Fourth Edition
with some blank pages. Let me remind you that De. Williams himself described this

option as unaceeptable for Japan.

Second, if 5-23 should be divided into two volumes, the first volume could not cover &li
sea areas. Therefore, the two-volume option would not meet the appropriate qualiey

required for a publication issued by a responsible inteynational organization.

On the other hand, Japan shares concern of any THO member states that the update of
5-23 i3 long overdue. The revision of 5-23 has been delayed due to the improper
proposals by certain members which politicize technicat issues in the THO. Japan
strongly objects such politicization. However, since Japas cannot endure further delay,
which could hinder the progress of the international hydrographic community, Japan
could live with the following alternative 1o the suggestion made by Dr. Williamns,

First, the current Third Edition of 3-23 would be updated and revised comprehensively
ard without any exception as the Fourth Edition. Second, each name cf sea area with no
agreement anong member states concerned to revise the Third Bdition would remain
unchanged in the Fourth Edition. For your reminder, the e-mail, which Dr. Wiiliams sent
to you and me ont 5 July, also states that the deseription in the Thind Edition remains
effective regarding a name with ne agreement between the concemned states. Finally, the
Fourth Edition would include general annotations at the imtroduction or at the end, Such

annotations would state (i) that not alk names in the Fourts Edition are approvad with



the consensus of all IHO mexsber states, and (i) as soon a3 a new agrecment is reached
on a name, a modification would be issued with 2 list of corrigenda.

Finally, let us remind you the view of Fapan that the IHO should be kept away from any
disraptions caused by political assertions made by certzin member states, For this
reason, Japan is commiGed to protecting the integrity of the IO by opposing any
atiernpt which conld create a negative precedent of the Q.

Sincerely yours,

Jhigen fet

Shigere KATO, Dn.

Chief Hydrographer

Hydrographic and Oceanagraphic Department
Tapan Coast Guard
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ANNOUCEMENT FOR OLR STANDFOINT FOR THE FUBLICATION OF ]
S Cimits of Octano exd-Seaw- ;

Dear Sirs, ’ !
fous be kaown 10w el we reocived the Fax from BB QHB Rl S3/7020)

ua Which e slandpoint of our governmemt for the pudlication of pew adition of §-23 [
framite of oueans wod Seash way reguested |

Wo capress our ihaks for the sincere offort of IHR for the amicable settiorert of the
ey relafed 1o the xes mame.

Reteraing o our counlre after the ¥7Y THC ja May (Momsco)we bave alresdy submitted
e ety on which twr standpoint wad sgpeessed clreariy

Or Mis oceacden. we ciattytie siend of the DPR K Government. ooce again,

EWhen publishiog the Volums 2 of the O publication §-23 ¢ €Limits of Oceans gnd ,
Sund Jodx o funy of cah of the linguages in gquewion should be socepred sumely I
Tr the gea hetwesn the Korcas perdnssls sad Japanese series of islands (Sipmitanecus i

weinng). 2econding w the AS.2.6 of the TeCmical Resclmtions of the LHU, 10 e preseld
LWCHRSLANCST.

> Umil the problm Ry the ses name wil be fuirly solved, & must be published “in 3o
et that e Atew of e ava betevon d:n Koraan phointuls aead F sy of
tilamds is pwd wrizen and the part  is left Pk on 523 {Limitk of Ocsans and Seas,

¥ ours sincerely.

Vice Admirsl Jo Gyoung
Dlﬂtﬂm' of

o of DP.REK.





