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IHB File No. S3/4405
	CIRCULAR LETTER  55/2009
5 August 2009



REVISED SECTION OF THE CHART SPECIFICATIONS OF THE IHO (S-4)

Reference:  1. Publication S-4 Part B: Chart Specifications of the IHO.

Dear Hydrographer,
1.
The Chart Standardization and Paper Chart Working Group (CSPCWG) is continuing with the review and revision of Part B of S-4 (Reference 1 – formerly numbered M-4). CSPCWG has now prepared a draft revision of the section B-480 to B-499.  A copy of the draft is now available on the IHO website (www.iho-ohi.net ( Committees & WG ( CSPCWG ( IHO Publication S-4), for Member States to examine. An alternative copy, with new text in colour, is also available in the same area of the website. This ‘track change’ version has been made to assist translators, but can be used to recognize areas of change; however, as the format and graphics in this version have not been updated it should be used with caution. This revision includes many improvements to the text to make it more consistent with other parts of S-4, as well as numerous amendments, amplifications and updates.  Noteworthy changes and additions to the existing specifications are listed in Annex A.  
2.
Member States are requested to review the CSPCWG’s draft revision.  In accordance with Specification B-160, Member States should inform the IHB (info@ihb.mc) within three months if they have any major objections to the adoption of the revised specifications, or any other comments that they wish to make. Member States’ comments should therefore reach the IHB no later than 5 November 2009. If no objections are received, the IHB will issue a follow-up Circular Letter indicating that the revised specifications and proposals have come into force. Please respond using Annex B.
5.
The next major revision of S-4 will be the inclusion of a completely new section, B-600, on the subject of Chart Maintenance. In addition, the CSPCWG is working on additional revised specifications for certain specific items which require updating or improving. Member States are encouraged to continue contributing to this work through their representatives on CSPCWG.
On behalf of the Directing Committee

Yours sincerely,
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Captain Robert WARD

Director

Annex A: Noteworthy Changes to Chart Specifications of the IHO (S-4) B-480 to B-499

Annex B: 
Response form

Annex A to CL 55/2009
NOTEWORTHY CHANGES TO CHART SPECIFICATIONS OF THE IHO (S-4) B-480 TO B-499

B-480-484:  
Changes in methods of position-fixing at sea (especially the increasing use of Global Navigation Satellite Systems such as GPS) has resulted in a decline in the use of many former aids to navigation, in particular some radio-navigation aids have become obsolete. This has been reflected in the revision, resulting in a significant slimming down of this section.
B-480.2
The specification about radio-calibration stations is no longer required. The number has been re-used to give a brief explanation about Loran.

B-481.3
The specification about Consol stations is no longer required. The number has been re-used to give a brief explanation about GNSS.

B-486.3
The practice of charting wavebands X (3cm) or S (10cm) at radio-beacons (Racons) is to be discontinued. Some while ago the practice was changed so that only Racons responding in a single waveband had the designation added, with the assumption that where no waveband was charted the racon responded to both wavebands. However, this caused confusion as it could, and often did, also simply mean that the waveband was unknown. Generally, a vessel will be able to search both wavebands for a racon, so does not need to know the waveband. This information can be given with other details about the racon in an associated publication. This change also usefully reduces chart clutter, often a problem close to an aid to navigation, and may reduce chart maintenance.
B-487.3  
The option to include a symbol, e.g. mast or tower, in lieu of a position circle in the position of a radio mast or radio tower has been added.

B-488.1
The method of distinguishing between radio reporting point designations and VHF bands has been clarified.

B-488.3
A completely new specification for Vessel Traffic Services (VTS) has been added.

B-489.1
A few clarifications have been made about the charting of AIS-equipped aids to navigation, in particular the use of a magenta position circle where the AIS signal produces a ‘virtual’ aid. However, it is expected that there will still be changes to this sub-section as the use of AIS for aids to navigation continues to develop.

B-490
This section has been rearranged to locate all the guidance on charting signal stations together from B-494 onwards. Currently it is scattered illogically through B-490 onwards.

B-491
The term ‘pilot boarding place’ is now used consistently in preference to other terms such as ‘meeting place’ or ‘pick-up’.

B-491.1-2
Guidance is given for charting defined areas designated for pilot boarding.

B-492
The guidance now recognises the changing role and methods of coast-guarding, including the charting of Maritime Rescue and Coordination Centres.

B-493.4
A new specification has been included for charting refuges, using the existing international abbreviation ‘ref’. This should be used on charts of Antarctica, instead of a special symbol.

B-494
In recognition of the fact that almost all signal stations now use lights, it has been decided that attention should be drawn to them using a light flare (except where lights are not used). Storm and other weather signals have been moved to B-497. 

B-495.3
The use of a unique abbreviation ‘Traffic Sig’ for traffic signals at Bridge lights has been discontinued, in favour of the more standard SS (Traffic) under the light description.
B-495.4
More guidance about International traffic signals has been included.

B-497
This sub-section is now used for miscellaneous signals. Time signals and Telegraph stations are no longer mentioned.
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Section B-480 to B-499
Response Form

(to be returned to the IHB by 5  November 2009
E-mail: info@ihb.mc - Fax: +377 93 10 81 40)

Note: 
The boxes will expand as you type your answers.
	Member  State :
	

	Contact :
	

	E-mail : 
	


1. 
M-4 section B-480 to B-499 revision (Radio & Radar Aids to navigation, marine services and signal stations). 
Do you have any comments on the draft revised section (see www.iho-ohi.net ( Committees & WG ( CSPCWG ( IHO Publication S-4)?
	Comments :


	


	Signature :
	

	Date :
	



