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GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN) 
22nd Meeting, Brest, France, 22–25 September 2009 

 
 
Dear Hydrographer, 
 
1. The 22nd meeting of the IHO-IOC GEBCO Sub-Committee on Undersea Feature Names 
(SCUFN) was hosted by the French Hydrographic Office (SHOM) in Brest from 22-25 September 2009. 
The meeting was chaired by Dr Hans Werner Schenke from the Alfred-Wegener-Institut für Polar und 
Meeresforshung (AWI – Germany, IOC representative). There were 25 participants, including 9 of the 
12 SCUFN members. The meeting welcomed Cdr Ana Angelica Alberoni (Brazil, IHO representative) 
and Dr Vaughan Stagpoole (New Zealand, IOC representative), as new members. Ms. Lisa Taylor 
(USA, IHO representative) was unanimously elected Vice-Chair of SCUFN. The current list of SCUFN 
members and observers is provided in Annex A. 

2. The final minutes of SCUFN22 are available on the IHO website (www.iho-
ohi.net/mtg_docs/com_wg/SCUFN/SCUFN22/SCUFN22_Report.pdf), together with all documents referred 
to at the meeting.  The main points discussed at the meeting are summarized below. 

3. Following the publication in 2008 of IHO-IOC Publication B-6 “Standardization of Undersea 
Feature Names” in the  English/French version, the following language versions were completed and 
published: English/Korean, English/Japanese and English/Russian.  These can be accessed from the 
download section of the IHO website. An English/Spanish version is under preparation by Argentina. 

4. A number of naming proposals were considered, in particular: 

o 10 proposals from the Brazilian Navy Hydrographic Centre in the SW Atlantic; 
o 13 proposals from the Instituto Oceanográfico de la Armada, Ecuador, in the SE Pacific; 
o 8 proposals from the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department of Japan in the NW 

Pacific; 
o 6 proposals from the Korean Committee on Marine Geographical Names in the NW 

Pacific; and 
o 2 proposals from the State Scientific Centre “Yuzhmorgeologiya” of Russia in the NW 

Pacific. 

5. In total, the Sub-Committee selected 28 new undersea feature names for inclusion in the 
GEBCO Gazetteer, which were approved by the GEBCO Guiding Committee during the week 
following the meeting of SCUFN. All new names and other agreed changes have now been included 
in the January 2010 release of IHO-IOC Publication B-8 - the GEBCO Gazetteer of Geographical 
Names of Undersea Features, which can be accessed from the download section of the IHO website. 
Member States are invited to review and make use of the GEBCO Gazetteer when producing new 
charts. 

6. Ms. Lisa Taylor demonstrated a geospatially enabled database and Web-based interface for 
the GEBCO Gazetteer of undersea feature names. This application has been developed at the NGDC – 
also the IHO Data Centre for Digital Bathymetry (DCDB) – in collaboration with the British 



Oceanographic Data Centre (BODC). It is planned that the “Web Gazetteer” will become operational 
in 2010. 

7. The Sub-Committee agreed that any future SCUFN meetings will take place as far as possible 
in conjunction with the other GEBCO meetings, i.e. GGC and TSCOM, in order to minimize travel 
costs for those SCUFN members also involved in GGC and/or TSCOM. Accordingly, the 23rd SCUFN 
meeting will take place in Callao, Peru, from 11 to 14 September 2010, immediately preceding the 
other GEBCO meetings. All these events will be hosted by the Peruvian Hydrographic Office (DHN). 
Those Member States that have nominated experts to represent the IHO at SCUFN, i.e. Argentina, 
Brazil, India, Japan, Pakistan and USA, are encouraged to ensure that these experts are able to attend 
SCUFN23.  

On behalf of the Directing Committee 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Captain Hugo GORZIGLIA 

Director 
 
Encl: Annex A: SCUFN Membership 
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GEBCO SUB-COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN)  
Membership (February 2010) 

 
 
1. Members 
 
Dr. Hans Werner SCHENKE [IOC] (Chair) 
Alfred Wegener Institute für Polar und 
Meeresforschung (AWI) 
Postfach 12 01 61 
Columbustrasse 
D 27515 Bremerhaven 
GERMANY 
Tel: +49 (0)471 4831 1222/1223 
E-mail: Hans-Werner.Schenke@awi.de  
 
Dr. Yasuhiko OHARA [IHO] 
Ocean Research Laboratory 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic  
Department of Japan 
5-3-1 Tsukiji, Chuo-ku 
Tokyo, 104-0045 JAPAN 
Tel : +81 (3) 3541 4387 
E-mail : ohara@jodc.go.jp 
 
Lic. José Luis FRIAS Salazar [IOC] 
Instituto Nacional de Estadística 
Geografía e Informática (INEGI) 
Héroe de Nacozari sur Nº 2301 
Puerta 9, 1° nivel 
Jardines del Parque, C.P. 20270 
Aguascalientes, MEXICO 
Tel :+(52) 449 910 53 00 Ext. 4288 
E-mail : jose.frias@inegi.gob.mx 
 
Mr. Norman Z. CHERKIS [IOC] 
Five Oceans Consultants 
9459 Raith Court 
Bristow, VA 20136-3505, USA 
Tel: +1 (703) 392-1224 
E-mail: fiveoceanscon@yahoo.com  
                            
 
 
Cdr. Harvinder AVTAR (IHO) 
National Hydrographic Office 
107-A, Rajpur Road, Post Box No. 75 
Dehradun, INDIA 
Tel: +91-135-2747365 
E-mail: inho@dataone.in  
 Avtar_hydro7076@rediffmail.com  
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs. Lisa A. TAYLOR [IHO] (Vice Chair) 
National Geophysical Data Center  
E/GC 325 Broadway  
Boulder, Colorado 80305-3328  
USA 
Tel:  +1 (303) 497-6767 
E-mail: Lisa.A.Taylor@noaa.gov  
 
 
 
Lic. Walter REYNOSO Peralta [IHO] 
Servicio de Hidrografía Naval 
Avenida Montes de Oca 2124 
1271 Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 
Tel: + 541 1 4301 0061 / 68 
E-mail: wreyper@yahoo.com.ar  
 
 
Cdr. Ana Angelica ALBERONI [IHO] 
Centro de Hidrografia da Marinha 
Rua Barão de Jaceguay s/n 
Ponta da Armação 
Niteroi 24048-900, RJ, BRAZIL 
Tel: +55 021 2189 3253 
E-mail: ana.angelica@chm.mar.mil.br  
 ana.alberoni@hotmail.com  
 
 
Cdr. Muhammad BASHIR [IHO] 
Hydrographic Department 
Naval Headquarters 
11, Liaquat Barracks 
Karachi – 75530, PAKISTAN 
Tel: + 92 21 566 36151 
E-mail : mbfmalik@yahoo.com 
 hydopk@paknavy.gov.pk  
  
Dr Hyun-Chul HAN [IOC] 
Korea Institute of Geoscience & Mineral 
Resources (KIGAM) 
30 Gajeong-dong, Yuseong-gu 
Daejon 305-350 
Rep. of KOREA 
Tel: +82 42 868 3202 
E-mail: han@kigam.re.kr 
 
 



 
Dr. Ksenia DOBROLYUBOVA [IOC] 
Geological Institute of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
Pyzevskiy, 7 
109017 Moscow 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Tel: +7 (095) 230 8180 or 8145 
Email: marine@ginras.ru  
 
2. Observers 
 
Mr. Trent PALMER 
Secretary ACUF 
US Board on Geographic Names 
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA) 
Mail Stop D-61 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816-5003 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tel: +1 (301) 227 9051 
E-mail: Trent.C.Palmer@nga.mil 
 
 
3. Secretary 
 
Ing. en chef Michel HUET  
International Hydrographic Bureau 
4, Quai Antoine 1er 
B.P. 445 - MC 98011 Monaco Cedex 
PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO 
Tel: +377 93 10 81 04 
E-mail: mhuet@ihb.mc 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
Dr. Vaughan STAGPOOLE [IOC] 
Institute of Geological & Nuclear Sciences  
1 Fairway Drive, Avalon  
Lower Hutt 5010 
NEW ZEALAND 
Tel:+64 4 570 1444 
Email: V.Stagpoole@gns.cri.nz 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Luciano FONSECA 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC) UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex, FRANCE 
Tel. : +33 1 456 84044 
E-mail : L.Fonseca@unesco.org 
 
 

 
 


