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Reference: IHB Circular Letter 54/2012 dated 23 May 2012 

 

Dear Hydrographer, 

 

1 The 24th meeting of the IHO‐IOC GEBCO Sub‐Committee on Undersea Feature Names 
(SCUFN) was hosted and organized by the National Marine Data and Information Service (NMDIS) of 
China and took place in Beijing from 12‐16 September 2011. The meeting was chaired by Dr Hans 
Werner Schenke from the Alfred‐Wegener‐Institut für Polar und Meeresforshung (AWI – Germany, 
IOC representative). There were 30 participants, including 10 of the 12 SCUFN members, i.e. from 
Brazil, China, Germany, Japan, Rep of Korea, New Zealand, Pakistan, Russia, and USA. The meeting 
took note of the absence of Cdr. Harvinder Avtar (India – IHO side) at two consecutive meetings and 
who, according to the SCUFN terms of reference, is regretfully considered to have resigned from the 
sub‐committee. The current list of SCUFN members and observers is provided in Annex A. 

2 The final report of SCUFN‐24 is available on the IHO website 
(www.iho.int/mtg_docs/com_wg/SCUFN/SCUFN24/SCUFN24_Report.pdf), together with all 
documents referred to at the meeting.  All the actions which were agreed as a means of progressing 
SCUFN issues during the intersessional period are listed at Annex D to the report. Those actions for 
the IHB as the SCUFN secretariat are being actively progressed. The main points discussed at the 
meeting are summarized below. 

3 The meeting noted that the following language versions of IHO‐IOC B‐6 “Standardization of 
Undersea Feature Names” (2008 edition) have been completed and published, and are available 
from the IHO and GEBCO websites: English/French, English/Spanish, English/Russian, English/Korean, 
English/Japanese and English/Chinese. A list of SCUFN recommended changes to the Terminology 
section of B‐6 was agreed by the sub‐committee. This included revised definitions for a number of 
specific terms and the addition of two new “generic terms that have genetic implications”, i.e. Mud 
Volcano and Rift. 

4 The meeting examined 154 names or name proposals. These included: 

- 9 from INOCAR, Ecuador, in the Southeast Pacific; 

- 11 from AWI, Germany, mainly in the Southeast Pacific; 

- 1 from the Belgium and Netherlands HOs, in the Southern part of the North Sea; 

- 9 from the Brazilian HO (DHN) and company Petrobras, in the Southwest Atlantic; 

- 10 from the State Oceanic Administration of China, in the Pacific; 

- 12 from the Russian HO (DNO) and the Russian Academy of Sciences, in the Arctic and 
Pacific. 



- 40 from the Japan Committee on Undersea Feature Names (JCUFN) in the Northwest 
Pacific; 

- 8 from the Korean Committee on Marine Geographical Names (KCMGN), in the West 
Pacific;  

- 4 from the Advisory Committee on Undersea Features (ACUF) of the US Board of 
Geographical Names (BGN), in the North Atlantic, the North Pacific and the Gulf of 
Mexico; 

- 9 from the Undersea Names Committee of the New Zealand Geographic Board, in the 
Southwest Pacific; and 

- 41 from the GEBCO Gazetteer Reserve Section, i.e. pending from previous SCUFN 
meetings. 

5 In total, the Sub‐Committee recommended the acceptance of 76 new undersea feature 
names for inclusion in the GEBCO Gazetteer. These names were approved by the GEBCO Guiding 
Committee which met shortly after the meeting of SCUFN.  

6 All new names and other agreed changes are being included in a new edition of IHO‐IOC 
Publication B‐8 ‐ the GEBCO Gazetteer of Undersea Features Names, which can be accessed from the 
publications download section of the IHO website. Member States are invited to consult and make 
use of the GEBCO Gazetteer when producing new charts. 

7 The meeting noted with satisfaction the significant progress made in migrating the GEBCO 
Gazetteer towards a web‐based map interface and on‐line database, thanks to the efforts and 
support of the US National Geophysical Data Center (NGDC) and the co‐located IHO Data Centre for 
Digital Bathymetry (DCDB). Completion of this project is being progressed thanks to funding received 
by the NGDC from the Google organization. 

8 The offer by the Institute of Geological & Nuclear Sciences of New Zealand to host, jointly with 
Land Information New Zealand (LINZ), the 25th meeting of SCUFN was gratefully accepted. SCUFN‐25 
will take place on 23‐27 October 2012 in Wellington. Those Member States who have nominated 
experts to represent the IHO at SCUFN, i.e. Argentina, Brazil, Japan, Pakistan and USA, are 
encouraged to ensure that these experts are able to attend SCUFN‐25.  
 
9 The Circular Letter in reference invited Member States to consider nominating suitable 
experts to fill the vacancy resulting from the resignation of Cdr. Havtar from India. Those Member 
States who have not yet responded are urged to give consideration to this matter. 
 

On behalf of the Directing Committee 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Captain Hugo GORZIGLIA 

Director 
 
Encl: Annex A: SCUFN Membership 



Annex A to IHB CL 72/2012 
 

GEBCO SUB‐COMMITTEE ON UNDERSEA FEATURE NAMES (SCUFN)  
Membership (July 2012) 

 
1. Members 
 
Dr. Hans Werner SCHENKE [IOC] (Chair) 
Alfred Wegener Institute für Polar und 
Meeresforschung (AWI) 
Postfach 12 01 61 
Columbustrasse 
D 27515 Bremerhaven 
GERMANY 
Tel: +49 (0)471 4831 1222/1223 
E‐mail: Hans‐Werner.Schenke@awi.de  
 
Dr. Yasuhiko OHARA [IHO] 
Ocean Research Laboratory 
Hydrographic and Oceanographic  
Department of Japan 
5‐3‐1 Tsukiji, Chuo‐ku 
Tokyo, 104‐0045 JAPAN 
Tel : +81 (3) 3541 4387 
E‐mail : ohara@jodc.go.jp 
 
Prof. LIN Shaohua [IOC] 
National Marine Data and Information Service 
(NMDIS) 
State Oceanic Administration (SOA) 
93 Liuwei Road, Hedong District 
Tianjin, CHINA 
Tel: +86‐22‐24010803 
E‐mail: shlin@mail.nmdis.gov.cn 
 
 
Mr. Norman Z. CHERKIS [IOC] 
Five Oceans Consultants 
9459 Raith Court 
Bristow, VA 20136‐3505, USA 
Tel: +1 (703) 392‐1224 
E‐mail: fiveoceanscon@yahoo.com  
                            
 
Vacant [IHO] 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mrs. Lisa A. TAYLOR [IHO] (Vice Chair) 
National Geophysical Data Center  
E/GC 325 Broadway  
Boulder, Colorado 80305‐3328  
USA 
Tel:  +1 (303) 497‐6767 
E‐mail: Lisa.A.Taylor@noaa.gov  
 
 
 
Lic. Walter REYNOSO‐PERALTA [IHO] 
Servicio de Hidrografía Naval 
Avenida Montes de Oca 2124 
1271 Buenos Aires 
ARGENTINA 
Tel: + 541 1 4301 0061 / 68 
E‐mail: wreyper@yahoo.com.ar  
 
 
Cdr. Ana Angelica ALBERONI [IHO] 
Centro de Hidrografia da Marinha 
Rua Barão de Jaceguay s/n 
Ponta da Armação 
Niteroi 24048‐900, RJ, BRAZIL 
Tel: +55 021 2189 3253 
E‐mail: ana.angelica@chm.mar.mil.br  
 ana.alberoni@hotmail.com  
 
Cdr. Muhammad BASHIR [IHO] 
Hydrographic Department 
Naval Headquarters 
11, Liaquat Barracks 
Karachi – 75530, PAKISTAN 
Tel: + 92 21 566 36151 
E‐mail : mbfmalik@yahoo.com 
 hydopk@paknavy.gov.pk  
  
Dr Hyun‐Chul HAN [IOC] 
Korea Institute of Geoscience & Mineral 
Resources (KIGAM) 
30 Gajeong‐dong, Yuseong‐gu 
Daejon 305‐350 
Rep. of KOREA 
Tel: +82 42 868 3202 
E‐mail: han@kigam.re.kr 



 
 
 
Dr. Ksenia DOBROLYUBOVA [IOC] 
Geological Institute of the 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
Pyzevskiy, 7 
109017 Moscow 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION 
Tel: +7 (095) 230 8180 or 8145 
Email: marine@ginras.ru  
           k_dobrolubova@mail.ru  
 
2. Observers 
 
Mr. Jimmy NERANTZIS 
Secretary ACUF 
US Board on Geographic Names 
National Geospatial‐Intelligence Agency (NGA) 
Mail Stop D‐61 
Bethesda, Maryland 20816‐5003 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
Tel: +1 (301) 227 9051 
E‐mail: Jimmy.Nerantzis@nga.mil  
 
 
3. Secretary 
 
Ing. en chef Michel HUET  
International Hydrographic Bureau 
4, Quai Antoine 1er 
B.P. 445 ‐ MC 98011 Monaco Cedex 
PRINCIPALITY OF MONACO 
Tel: +377 93 10 81 04 
E‐mail: michel.huet@iho.int 

 

 
 
 
Dr. Vaughan STAGPOOLE [IOC] 
Institute of Geological & Nuclear Sciences  
1 Fairway Drive, Avalon  
Lower Hutt 5010 
NEW ZEALAND 
Tel:+64 4 570 1444 
Email: V.Stagpoole@gns.cri.nz 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Mitrasen BHIKAJEE 
Deputy Executive Secretary 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
(IOC) UNESCO 
1 rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex, FRANCE 
Tel. : +33 1 456 84044 
E‐mail : m.bhikajee@unesco.org 
 
 

 
 


