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MISE EN PLACE DU SYSTEME MONDIAL DE DETRESSE
ET DE SECURITE EN MER  (SMDSM)

Référence: LC du BHI 26/1998

Monsieur,

1. Lors de sa 4e réunion (février 1998), la Commission sur la diffusion des avertissements radio de navigation
(CDARN) avait été invitée à étudier la question de la définition et de la mise en place  des zones d’avertissements
côtiers soit pour le  NAVTEX soit, comme alternative, pour le SafetyNET au lieu des radiodiffusions NAVTEX,
 en tant que prescription importante dans le cadre du Système mondial de détresse et de sécurité en mer. Les points
notés par la CDARN à l’occasion de  cette réunion ont été  portés à l' attention des Etats membres de l'OHI sous
couvert de la LC 26/1998.

2. Au cours de sa 5e réunion (juin 2000), la CDARN a réexaminé cette  importante question et a  décidé  que
les points  suivants  devaient être portés à l' attention des Etats membres:

2.1 Conformément à l’élément 3.5 du Plan stratégique de l'OHI, tous les  aspects régionaux des
diffusions des avertissements de navigation doivent constituer un point permanent de l’ordre du
jour des  Commissions hydrographiques régionales.

2.2 Les coordinateurs de zone  NAVAREA assument les  responsabilités définies en 1 ci-dessus dans
le cadre de l’alinéa  6.2.1 de la publication spéciale S-53 de l’OHI (Service mondial
d'avertissement de navigation OMI/OHI - Document de base).

2.3 D’autres directives en la matière sont également fournies dans l’annexe 1 à la  Résolution A705
(17) de l’OMI, jointe en annexe.

3. Après examen attentif des questions en jeu, la CDARN recommande que les points suivants soient pris en
compte lors de la création, de la définition, de la mise en place et de l’examen des zones de service d’avertissements
côtiers.

3.1 Réalisation, conjointement avec le coordinateur de zone NAVAREA et les Etats voisins, d’une
étude sur les services de diffusion  côtiers  disponibles ou prévus dans la zone.

3.2 Examen des possibilités de coopération entre Etats voisins en ce qui concerne l’information/ la
coordination des zones de service.

3.3 Mise à jour du plan cadre du SMDSM.



4. Il est en outre recommandé de rechercher la participation active, les conseils et l’assistance de la CDARN,
de l’OMM, de l’OMI ainsi que des autres parties intéressées, y compris les coordinateurs nationaux de RSM des pays
de la zone NAVAREA ainsi que des pays adjacents et d’adresser des propositions au président de la CDARN pour
examen avant mise en place.

5. Le Comité de direction considère cette question comme extrêmement importante et comme ayant des
répercussions directes et  immédiates sur la sauvegarde  de la  vie humaine ainsi que sur la navigation maritime et
encourage les Etats membres à reconnaître la nécessité de s’en occuper activement  ou de prendre les mesures voulues
 en temps utile.

6. Il peut être intéressant de savoir, dans ce contexte, que le représentant de l’IMSO a informé les participants
de la mise à disposition sur le site Web de l’INMARSAT (http://www.inmarsat.org/soutien/index.html) de
la  3e édition du Manuel de l’utilisateur du  SafetyNET. Pour consulter ce manuel (volume du fichier : 545 kb), il
suffit de cliquer  sur l’icône "Tools".

Veuillez agréer, Monsieur, l'assurance de ma haute considération.

Pour le Comité de direction,

Contre-amiral Giuseppe ANGRISANO
Président

PJ: Résolution de l’OMI  A 705 (17)  (anglais seulement).



P.J. à la LC 31/2000

Note: Although Inmarsat was privatized about a year ago (now called Inmarsat Ltd.) and a new
international organization, called International Mobile Satellite Organization (IMSO), was established
to ascertain intergovernmental oversight of public services (GMDSS services) which are now provided by
Inmarsat Ltd.,  it was for formal reasons not possible to make the corresponding changes in this IMO
Resolution.

IMO Resolution A.705 (17)

RECOMMENDATION  ON  PROMULGATION  OF  MARITIME  SAFETY INFORMATION

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The maritime safety information service is an internationally coordinated network of radio
broadcasts containing information which is necessary for safe navigation, received in all ships by
equipment which automatically 1 monitors the appropriate frequencies and prints out in simple
English only that information which is relevant to the ship. This concept is illustrated in figure 1.

1.2 Maritime safety information is of vital concern to all vessels.  It is therefore essential that common
standards are applied to the collection, editing and dissemination of this information.  Only by
doing so will the mariner be assured of receiving the information he needs, in a form which he
understands, at the earliest possible time.

1.3 The purpose of this Recommendation is to set out the organization, standards and methods which
should be used for the promulgation and reception of maritime safety information.

2. DEFINITIONS

2.1 For the purposes of this Recommendation, the following definitions apply :

.1 Maritime safety information means navigational and meteorological warnings,
meteorological forecasts and other urgent safety-related messages. 

.2 Maritime safety information service means the co-ordinated service of navigational and
meteorological warnings, meteorological forecasts and distress alerts.

.3 World-wide navigational warning service  (WWNWS ) means the internationally co-
ordinated service for the promulgation of navigational warnings as set out in resolution A
. 706 ( 17 ) .

.4 Meteorological information means the marine meteorological warning and forecast
information described in regulation V/4 (b) (i) and (ii) of the 1974 SOLAS Convention.

.5 Distress alert means the initial shore–to-ship distress message broadcast in accordance with
the Radio Regulations.

                                                
1 The Organization has decided that manual operation will be acceptable for receiving broadcasts of MSI via the
operational HF NBDP system (where available) until the full implementation of the GMDSS on 1 February 1999.



.6 NAVTEX means the system for the broadcast and automatic reception of maritime safety
information by means of narrow-band direct-printing telegraphy.

.7 International NAVTEX service means the co-ordinated broadcast and automatic reception
on 518 kHz of maritime safety information by means of narrow-band direct-printing
telegraphy using the English language, as set out in the NAVTEX Manual, published by
IMO.

.8 National NAVTEX service means the broadcast and automatic reception of maritime
safety information by means of narrow-band direct-printing telegraphy using frequencies
and languages as decided by the Administrations concerned.

.9 International SafetyNET service means the area-addressable global broadcast system,
provided by INMARSAT, through the geostationary maritime communications satellite
network for promulgation of maritime safety information.

3. BROADCAST SERVICES
 
3.1 Two systems are used for broadcasting maritime safety information.  They are provided specifically

to serve the requirements of chapter V of the 1974 SOLAS Convention in the areas covered by
these systems, as follows :

.1 the international NAVTEX service transmissions in coastal regions; and

.2 the international SafetyNET service transmissions which cover all the waters of the globe,
except for Polar Regions.

      
3.2 Information should be provided for unique and precisely defined sea areas, each being served only

by the most appropriate of the above systems.  Although there will be some duplication to allow
a vessel to change from one system to another, the majority of messages will only be broadcast on
one system.

3.3 NAVTEX transmissions should be made in accordance with the standards and procedures set out
in the NAVTEX Manual.  These transmissions are subject to approval by the Maritime Safety
Committee.  The means of obtaining this approval is described in the NAVTEX Manual.

3.4 International SafetyNET service transmissions should be made in accordance with the standards
and procedures set out in the International SafetyNET Manual 2.

3.5 Member Governments may also choose to provide supplementary equivalent broadcasts of
maritime safety information in other modes using other frequencies.  These may include national
NAVTEX services on 4,209. 5 kHz and 490 kHz and HF NBDP broadcasts.

4. RECEPTION FACILITIES

4.1 Ships are required to be capable of receiving maritime safety information broadcasts for the area
in which they operate.  This requirement is set out in chapter IV of the 1974 SOLAS Convention,
as amended.

                                                
2 Reference is made to COM/Circ.102/Rev.1 , as it may be amended.





7.2 The agreement of the International Hydrographic Organization, the World Meteorological
Organization and the International Telecommunication Union, as appropriate, and the active
participation of other bodies should be sought, according to the nature of the proposed
amendments.

7.3 The active participation of IHO, WMO, ITU and INMARSAT is considered necessary for the 
coordination of broadcasts of all maritime safety information.

7.4 Amendments adopted by the Maritime Safety Committee will be notified to all concerned, will
provide at least 12 months’ notification and will come into force on 1 January of the following
year. 

__________


