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The Beginnings

The International Hydrographic Organisation and the International Association of Geodesy Advisory Board on the Law of the Sea (ABLOS) was established after the working group formed to produce the IHO special publication on the Technical Aspects of the Law of the Sea was disbanded in 1994.

The TALOS Manual

Following the opening for signature of the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea in December 1982 it was recognised that certain aspects were of particular concern to hydrographers including those articles dealing with the delimitation of maritime boundaries, the conduct and promotion of marine scientific research and the development and transfer of marine technology. This led to both the International Hydrographic Organisation (IHO) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) to jointly convene a meeting in July 1983 to discuss these issues. One of the outcomes of this meeting was an agreement that the IHO should be invited to provide technical advice and information on baselines and geodetic datums.

In order to fulfil its obligations the President of the IHB[footnoteRef:1] Admiral Frank Fraser initiated the concept of a Working Group to develop an IHO Special Publication on the Technical Aspects of the Law of the Sea Convention. Participation in this group was invited in IHB Circular Letter 37/1984 and Circular Letter 16/1985 announced the twelve members of the group[footnoteRef:2]. The TALOS (Technical Aspects of the Law of the Sea) Working Group was duly constituted. The 12 member working group was enhanced by the addition of Bob Smith of the United States before the first meeting and Peter Beazley of the United Kingdom as an IHO appointed consultant. [1:  IHB – International Hydrographic Bureau – the Secretariat of the International Hydrographic Organisation (IHO).]  [2:  Appendix 4 of the TALOS Manual lists all participants of the Working Group.] 


The first meeting of this working group was held in Monaco between 2-4 October 1985. Admiral Fraser agreed to assume the Chairmanship and it was agreed that the manual should have the following structure:

	(a) Introduction - explaining the scope of the manual. 
(b) List of hydrographic terms and concepts related to  the Law of the Sea including illustrations of a general nature. 
(c) Possible practical applications - field work, charting work and computations. Appendix of computer programs. 
(d) Annotated bibliography - this section would not have an IHO endorsement and would simply list available published literature, work done in different countries, etc.

During 1986 much of the work was conducted by the members in their own countries beginning with the Glossary, which was to become Part I. The IHO consultant had provided a working document and member States were assigned sections of the Glossary to work on before submitting for approval by the whole working group. As can be imagined this took some time as each description had to be agreed by all representing States. At the same time Japan had agreed to supervise the work on the Appendix of computer programs. France and Italy agreed to start work on part (c) the practical applications, which was to become Part II, with editorial and general assistance from Bob Smith and Peter Beazley. 

Three meetings were convened in Monaco between April 1987 and April 1988 to review the draft Glossary and agreement was reached during the third meeting. A major revision of  Part II took place and a decision made that Part III, Computer Programs should br slightly expanded and become an appendix.

A fourth meeting took place in Monaco between 22-24 May 1989 where Part II was reviewed. During 1989 the International Association of Geodesy (IAG) formed a Special Study Group on the Geodetic Aspects of the Law of the Sea (GALOS). In view of the special expertise within this group, and the realisation that the present draft of the manual was lacking in robust geodetic content, it was invited to join the TALOS Working Group at its fifth meeting, held in Monaco from 16-18 May 1990. It was decided, whenever applicable, to make reference throughout the text, to a report on geodetic applications which would be produced by the IAG Special Study Group. This report would provide the reader of this Manual with greater detail on the application of geodetic methods. Consequently it was decided to omit the Appendix on the Calculation of Angles and Distances on the Ellipsoid from this text. Additionally in view of the need for consistency with the newly published Fourth Edition of the Hydrographic Dictionary (S-32) it was decided to amend Part I - the GLOSSARY, which had been published separately in 1988.  

For the third edition it was decided to omit Appendix 2 - Computer Programmes due to the rapid obsolescence of such information. This edition was published in 1993.

ABLOS

Following the publication of the 3rd Edition of the TALOS manual it was recognised within the IHO and IAG that member States would benefit from the expertise built up over the proceeding years within both the IHO and IAG on the technical issues of the law of the sea. It was thought that this could be achieved by setting up a joint working group to provide advice, guidance and, where applicable, offer expert interpretation of the technical aspects of the Law of the Sea to the parent Organisations (IHO/IAG), their Member States or to other organisations on request. To this end a meeting was arranged, chaired by Professor Wolfgang Torge, the President of the IAG, during an IAG conference being held in Hanover in 1994. The Chairman and Vice-chairman were appointed by the Board and the terms of reference discussed. The choice of ABLOS as the acronym for the working group was also discussed and it was agreed that ABLOS should be used until confirmation at the next business meeting. The appointed chairman was Commodore Neil Guy – South Africa of the IHO and Vice-chairman Professor Petr Vaniceck - Canada of the IAG. The other members of the Board were from IAG:
Bjørn Harsson – Norway 
Professor Chris Rizos – Australia
Jack Weightman – UK

And from the IHO:
Chris Carleton – UK
Adam Kerr – Canada/IHO.

Adam Kerr, a Director of the IHB, agreed that the IHB would provide secretariat support and that he would be both a Board member and the Secretary for the first year whilst a further IHO member was appointed. Also at this first meeting were three observers:
Dr T. Katsura – Hydrographic Department of Japan
Rear Admiral J Brousset Barrios – Hydrographic Directorate, Peru
Captain H. Soldi Soldi – Hydrographic Directorate, Peru.

The second business meeting of the ABLOS working group was held at the IHB in Monaco from 10-11 October 1995. The full Board, enhanced by the addition of Dr T. Katsura - Japan, appointed as an IHO board member since the last business meeting, attended as well as some 4 observers from New Zealand, Japan, France and Denmark. The IOC was represented by Mr Haiqing Li. 

This was timely as the relationship with the IOC was one of the topics discussed. With work on the extended continental shelf being undertaken by member States and the continuing work being undertaken at the Division for Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) at the United Nations on the forthcoming work to be carried out by the elected members of the Commission on the Limits of the Continental Shelf (CLCS) the inclusion by experts in geophysics was considered to be of prime importance. Several other technical topics were also discussed including; various technical aspects concerning the requirement to submit continental shelf claims beyond 200 nautical miles (M) to the CLCS at the UN; positioning errors in navigation and delimitation; the determination of the low water line and the regime of islands. It was agreed that the venue for the third business meeting should be arranged either prior to or shortly after the GALOS conference being held in Bali in June 1996 either in an Asian or Australasian Member State.

The third BM was in fact held in Auckland, New Zealand shortly after the GALOS Bali conference, which had been attended by members of ABLOS. The full ABLOS board was present together with a number of observers from New Zealand. It was at this meeting that decisions were made to approach both the IOC and DOALOS inviting them to become proactive with ABLOS. It was also agreed that the first multidisciplinary conference should be held in 1998. A progress report was given regarding the IHO/IOC sponsored book on the continental shelf which was planned to be published in 1998. Chris Carleton for the IHO and Peter Cook had been elected as the editors.

The 4th BM, held at the IHB in Monaco in April 1997, confirmed that the IOC would appoint three representatives in 1998. This then required the ABLOS TORs to be amended to reflect the inclusion of IOC within ABLOS and to reduce the IHO and IAG representation from four to three members by the same date. The venue for the first ABLOS conference in 1998 was being planned. The University of Nottingham had been approached and final pricing and dates were awaited. Petr Vanicek was elected as chairman at the closure of the meeting and Chris Carleton elected as vice-chairman. 

The 5th BM was excellently hosted by the University of New Brunswick in Frederiction, Canada from 2 – 3 September 1998. Many important issues were discussed at this meeting foremost of which was the relationship with the IOC. Although the IOC had promised to appoint three members of IOC to be members of ABLOS this had not occurred and only an observer from the IOC, Mr Ron Macnab, was present. It was agreed that the structure of ABLOS would remain unchanged until these three new members had been appointed and it was to be discussed again at the next BM. Agreement was reached that the first ABLOS conference would be held in Monaco either directly prior or after the next ABLOS BM in 1999. It was also agreed that close links with DOALOS should be maintained with the Director remaining as an ex-officio member of ABLOS.

The 6th BM was held at the IHB in Monaco on 8 September 1999 followed by the first ABLOS conference. The pattern was now clear in that every other BM would be held in Monaco with the intervening meetings being held in a member State by invitation. The IOC had at last nominated two representatives, Mr Ron Macnab of Canada and Dr Jin Xianglong of the People’s Republic of China. The former attended but the latter sent his regrets. The third nominee was appointed following the meeting, Dr Samuel Betah of Cameroon. The TORs were amended to reflect these changes. There was a perceived potential problem that may confuse the international law of the sea community  when it was announced that the IOC had formed a working group called The Advisory Body of Experts on the Law of the Sea (ABE-LOS). It was decided that the IHB should contact the Executive Secretary of IOC to point out that this nomenclature may cause possible confusion.

The first ABLOS conference was held at the IHB in Monaco between 9-10 September 1999 titled "Technical Aspects of Boundary Delineation and Delimitation, Including UNCLOS Article 76 Issues". Some 80 delegates attended this first ABLOS conference which had 26 papers split into 4 sessions.[footnoteRef:3]  [3:  Details of the proceedings can be found at: http://www.iho.int/mtg_docs/com_wg/ABLOS/ABLOS_Conf1/ablos99proc.pdf] 


The 7th BM was held in the offices of the Division of Ocean Affairs and the Law of the Sea (DOALOS) at the kind invitation of the Director Mme A de Marffy. Once again although there was full representation from the IHO and IAG members of the Board, only one member from the IOC was present, Mr Ron Macnab. Avery fruitful meeting was held with much discussion on continental shelf issues. Holding the meeting at DOALOS helped to cement the relationship between ABLOS and DOALOS. The emphasis of this meeting concerned issues regarding the continental shelf and particularly the recent publication of the CLCS technical guidelines for States submitting claims for their continental shelves beyond 200M. It was also agreed that the next conference would be held in Monaco once again in 2001, thus beginning to adopt a pattern of a conference every two years in Monaco.

 The 8th BM was held at the IHB, Monaco immediately prior to the 2nd ABLOS conference. It was an exceptionally well attended meeting possibly because of the impending conference. The only ABLOS member missing was Dr. Jin Xianglong the IOC member from China who had never attended an ABLOS BM. In accordance with the TORs his membership was thus terminated. IOC was to be informed and requested to nominate a replacement. Detailed arrangements for the next new edition of the TALOS manual were discussed and it was agreed that it should be produced in electronic format only. The Chairman reported on his attendance at the first meeting of the IOC ABE-LOS working group. It was clear that the IOC would not alter the acronym of this body to avoid possible confusion with ABLOS. However it was agreed that ABLOS should offer to work closely with this IOC body on matters of mutual interest. Avery interesting presentation on territorial sea baselines in ice-covered areas was given by ABLOS member Dr Bjørn Harsson.

During 2002 three new members of ABLOS were appointed. Lars Sjöberg-Sweden of IAG in place of Petr Vanicek, Alexander Maratos-Greece of IHO as an interim replacement for Neil Guy and Shi Xuefa-China of IOC in place of Dr. Jin Xianglong. Neither Alexander Maratos nor Shi Xuefa attended the BM in Tokyo, held at the Hydrographic and Oceanographic Department of the Japan Coast Guard from 23-25 October 2002. These were the only members missing from this meeting and the two days admirably organised by our hosts covered a variety of topics including the funding for attendance at ABLOS meetings, the International Law Association (ILA) working group on the legal aspects of article 76 of UNCLOS, and CLCS confidentiality concerns. Arrangements for the 3rd ABLOS conference were also discussed and a conference committee appointed.

At the 10th BM held in Monaco from 26-27 October 2003 immediately prior to the 3rd conference, new members of ABLOS were welcomed. Carlo Dardengo-Italy and Shin Tani-Japan for the IHO and Don Grant-New Zealand for IAG. Once again continental shelf issues created much discussion during the meeting particularly the issue of ridge claims. The 3rd ABLOS conference was deemed to be a great success. The title of the conference was “Addressing Difficult Issues in UNCLOS” and was attended by some 95 delegates. There were 28 papers in 7 sessions. The day before the conference 7 tutorials were held at the IHB covering such topics as the normal baseline, height reference systems, maritime zones and jurisdiction, maritime boundary negotiation, desktop studies for article 76 and deep water non-living resources.

The pattern of ABLOS BMs and conferences was now well established. IHO members States hosted the BM every other year with the IHO hosting the BM in the intervening years at the same time as the ABLOS conference.

The 11th BM was hosted by Geoscience, Australia in Canberra on 19 October 2004.  On the previous day Geoscience Australia had presented a variety of papers on UNCLOS related programmes being undertaken by our host nation. Following the BM a seminar on marine scientific research was held. This generated such interest among the members and observers that it was decided to base the theme to the next year’s conference on that subject.

The 12th BM and 4th conference were held in Monaco between 9-12 October 2005. Only 5 members of the board were present for the BM. Two from IHO 2 from IAG and one from IOC. This was disappointing particularly the continuing poor attendance by IOC members. Only Ron Macnab had been a regular attender who worked tirelessly on ABLOS matters. As the only IOC member present Ron reluctantly accepted the position of acting vice-chairman. The succession of chair and vice-chair between the three organisations requires attendance by members from all three to allow this system to work. Ron had already held the positions of vice and chair previously and in normal circumstances one would have expected that another member from IOC would have been available for this position. The IOC was to be made aware of this unsatisfactory situation. The 4th conference on the theme of “Marine Scientific Research and the Law of the Sea: The Balance between Coastal States and International Rights” was deemed to be of particular importance as the first conference of its type having been held. The attendance was slightly down on the previous conference but 18 papers were presented in 6 sessions.

Several unavoidable issues conspired to cause a delay in the 13th BM and indeed its venue. The chairman Shin Tani was heavily involved in Japan’s complicated continental shelve work for their submission to the CLCS. In the end a meeting was convened at the IHB in Monaco from 11-12 December 2006. The main issue was the withdrawal of the IOC from ABLOS. It was said to be because they thought ABLOS was encroaching into their territory particularly because the last conference was dedicated to Marine Scientific Research. This was a contentious issue as ABLOS was of the opinion that the IOC working group ABE-LOS had not addressed several issues and the conference theme allowed views to be aired in a free an non political way, which the structure of the IOC was unable to replicate. The conference had had very favourable reviews from those who attended and ABLOS was not moved to back away from MSR issues. The withdrawal of IOC resulted in ABLOS having to amend the TORs to reflect this. The make up of the Board reverted to 4 members being appointed from both IHO and IAG to maintain the eight member Board. Ron Macnab, an IOC member who had continued to give sterling service to ABLOS was appointed as an IHO funded observer to ABLOS in order to preserve his expertise within the group. Because of the delay in holding this BM it was decided that the next ABLOS conference should also be postponed to 2008. This also took account of the IMO’s of the MSC meeting and Assembly in the autumn/winter of 2007, which would make it impossible for the IHB to support the ABLOS conference if it was held in the autumn of 2007. It was noted that the 4th Edition of the TALOS had been published in electronic form on the IHB website and had received much favourable comment from member States. It was agreed that the next BM should be held in  Dubrovnik at the kind invitation of the new IHO member from Croatia Dr. Zvonko Gržetić.

The 14th BM was held in the Hilton Imperial Hotel in Dubrovnik, hosted by the Director of the Hydrographic Institute of the Republic of Croatia, Zvonko Gržetić. Details were agreed concerning the 5th conference and the revised TORs were confirmed. There was much discussion regarding the article 76 issues particularly the enormous task facing the CLCS and the continuing uncertainty regarding various issues that submitted and on-going claims had revealed.
The 15th BM was held just prior to the 5th conference from 14-15 October 2008. The members welcomed Commander Mohamid Bashir and Dr Sunil Bisnath IHO and IAG representatives respectively, who were attending their first meeting. Dr Zvonko Gržetić was unable to take on the chairmanship and Chris Rizos of the IAG accepted the post even though he had previously been chairman. Chris Carleton likewise accepted the position of vice-chair also having held the position previously. The IHO requested that ABLOS consider setting up a structured training programme on law of the sea issues. It was agreed that a working group should be set up to discuss these issues and the following members and observers were duly appointed: John Brown, Ron Macnab, Cdr. Muhammad Bashir, Shin Tani and Steve Shipman under the chairmanship of Chris Carleton. 

The 5th conference under the title “Difficulties in Implementing the Provisions of UNCLOS” was again very well attended with some 90 delegates from 29 States. The conference had 24 papers in 8 sessions with a special session presented by Australia on their recent submission to the CLCS held a day before the main conference. The keynote address was given by H.E. Satya Nandan, the Secretary General of the International Seabed Authority.  

The 16th BM was held in Bali, Indonesia from 4-5 August 2009 hosted by the Head of BAKOSURTANAL ABLOS member Sobar Sutsina welcomed the ABLOS members and observers and Chairman Chris Rizos opened the meeting noting that there were three members absent Zvonko Gržetić and Mohamid Bashir from the IHO and Lars Sjöberg from IAG. Vladimir Jares represented DOALOS. The Secretary gave an update on proposed editorial changes to the ABLOS ToR, which is made necessary in order to accurately reflect changes to the committee structure of the IHO which came into effect on 1 January 2009.  There followed considerable discussion on the plans for the delivery of a structured training programme on law of the sea issues at the request of IHO member States. There was also concern that the relationship between ABLOS and the IOC ABE-LOS Group was not developing and the Chairman and IHB were to write to the Chairman of this body with an invitation to the next BM and conference. Early planning for the 6th conference took place with the possibility discussed that the venue may be changed to the Salle des Varietées to enable more delegates to attend the conference.

The 17th BM and 6th conference were held between 25-28 October 2010 at the IHB, Monaco. The BM was held in two sessions on 25 and then following the conference on 28 October. Sunil Bisnath of IAG was elected as the new vice-chair with Chris Carleton taking over as chairman. The final arrangements for the 6th conference were discussed and it was clear that once again it was to be well attended with some 92 delegates registered. The conference entitled “Contentious Issues in UNCLOS - Surely Not?” and the key-note address was given by Professor Hasjim Djalal of Indonesia. 27 papers were presented in 7 sessions. The second part of the BM discussed the first capacity building training programme to be delivered by the Law of the Sea Division of the UK Hydrographic Office on behalf of ABLOS to the East Asia Hydrographic Commission in Bangkok hosted by the Thailand Hydrographic Office. It was also agreed that the 4th Edition of the TALOS Manual needed updating and an editorial committee was set up to progress this work with perhaps help from talented individuals from outside ABLOS to provide specialist assistance. Chris Carleton thanked the outgoing chairman Chris Rizos for his unstinting dedication to ABLOS and wished him well during his tenure as President of the IAG.

The 18th BM was hosted by SHOA, the hydrographic office of Chile at their headquarters in Valparaiso from 9-10 November 2011. Membership issues were discussed at some length with chairman Carleton reiterating that ABLOS business tended to be done by a few ABLOS members and observers whilst others did not contribute very much for one reason or another. The chairman also noted that this would be the last BM that the ABLOS Secretary, Steve Shipman, would attend as he was due to retire from the IHB. Steve had served for 9 years in this capacity and had been of invaluable help to ABLOS during this time. The chairman gave a short report on the capacity training programme course conducted in November 2010 for the East Asian Hydrographic Commission (EAHC) and also reported that two further courses had been requested to the IHB by the EAHC again and the ROPME Sea Area Hydrographic Commission. The chairman of the TALOS 5th edition editorial committee, Ron Macnab, gave a progress report and it was hoped that the new edition would be completed in 2012. A lengthy discussion was held planning for the next conference to be held in Monaco in 2012 and the theme UNCLOS in a Changing World was agreed, together with a wide ranging list of session topics. Finally the chairman thanked SHOA for their generosity and providing such an efficient programme.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I think that ABLOS will continue to provide technical expertise to both the IAG and IHO in technical matters concerning the law of the sea and to enable and facilitate lively discussion through its conferences helping to bring together the technical, legal and political experts in the field in an informal and non political atmosphere for many years to come.   
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