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Introduction 

 

1. WWNWS3 placed an action item on the Document review WG to consider the 

inclusion of suitable text in the WWNWS documentation to provide guidance on 

how NAVAREA Co-ordinators provide information on “In Force” messages. 

 

Discussion  
 

2. Significant progress has been noted over the past few years in respect to In-force 

Bulletins, not least the issue of how to provide mariners with information on how 

to obtain the full text of those NAVAREA Warnings which are no longer being 

transmitted after 6 weeks (WWNWS3/4/2B refers). Nonetheless, some 

NAVAREA Co-ordinators have still failed to grasp the concept that these In-force 

Bulletins should be part of their numbered series of NAVAREA Warnings and 

should remain in force for 1 week, until cancelled by the next bulletin, unless 

there are “No Warnings in force”, which is catered for by a separate message.  

 

3. It may be helpful to begin by reminding ourselves of the relevant extracts from the 

related documents referenced above:  

 

A.706(17) 

 

2. DEFINITIONS 

 

2.1 For the purposes of the WWNWS, the following definitions apply: 

 

.4 In force bulletin means a list of serial numbers of those NAVAREA, Sub-Area 

or coastal warnings in force issued and broadcast by the NAVAREA coordinator, 

Sub-Area coordinator or National coordinator during at least the previous six 

weeks. 

SUMMARY 

 

Executive Summary: This paper provides the WWNWS-SC with an overview of the 

inconsistent procedures still in place amongst NAVAREA Co-

ordinators in respect to In-force Bulletins.    

 

Action to be taken: Paragraph 5 

 

Related documents: IMO Res A.706(17) and Joint IMO/IHO/WMO Manual on 

 Maritime Safety Information 
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.15 NAVAREA warning means a navigational warning or In-force Bulletin 

promulgated as part of a numbered series by a NAVAREA coordinator. 

 

 

6.2 NAVAREA coordinator responsibilities 

 

6.2.1 The NAVAREA coordinator must: 

 

.7 ensure that NAVAREA warnings which may remain in force for more than six 

weeks are made available immediately to NAVAREA coordinators, other 

authorities and mariners in general, as appropriate; 

 

.9 broadcast In-force Bulletins not less than once per week at a regularly 

scheduled time; 

 

4. The following examples in Annex A of this paper highlight the differing 

interpretations amongst NAVAREA Co-ordinators to the guidance contained in 

paragraph 3 above. These examples have been produced using only the 

information available on the individual web sites of each NAVAREA Co-

ordinator and it is therefore conceded that it is possible that some In-force 

Bulletins may be broadcast on SafetyNET but not reproduced in the internet. 

 

Action requested of the Sub-Committee 
 

5. The Sub-Committee is invited to:  

 

a. Instruct the Document review WG to prepare further explanatory notes for 

inclusion in the Joint IMO/IHO/WMO Manual on Maritime Safety 

Information, in Chapter 7, section BULLETINS.  

 

b. Remind all NAVAREA Co-ordinators of the importance to strive for 

consistency in the interpretations of the guidance documents and recommend 

that as a minimum, the following points are considered in respect to In-force 

Bulletins: 

 

i. They should be part of the numbered NAVAREA Warning series, and 

be issued via SafetyNET as an individual numbered message which 

remains in force for one week, 

ii. Each bulletin should include the DTG of when it was prepared, 

iii. It is recommended to list ALL messages still in force, not just those 

issued within the past 6 weeks, 

iv. It is recommended to include details of where mariners can obtain 

copies of those messages which remain in force, but are no longer 

being broadcast, as they are more than 6 weeks old. 
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NAVAREA I 

ALL Warnings in force listed 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

 

With effect from Wk 39/12, NAVAREA I will begin to reprint the entire text of all warnings 

in force at quarterly intervals in Admiralty Notice to Mariners. 

 

NAVAREA II 

 

 
ALL Warnings in force listed 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

 

NAVAREA III 

 

 
 

ALL Warnings in force listed 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

ANNEX A 
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NAVAREA IV 

 

 
Shows only those warnings issued within previous 6 weeks. 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained, 

although there is a potential gap for vessels coming into the area between last quarterly re-

print on board and last 6 weeks. 

Full text of all warnings in force are reproduced on the comprehensive web site, but no 

reference to web site is included in the In-force Bulletin. 

 

 

NAVAREA V 

 

All warnings in force are reproduced on the web site, but no In-force Bulletin with a list of 

serial numbers of warnings in force is promulgated as part of the numbered series of 

NAVAREA messages. 

Web site is very comprehensive. 

 

 

NAVAREA VI 

 
 

The full text of all warnings in force are broadcast on SafetyNET at each routine broadcast 

time and also posted on the web site, but no In-force Bulletin with a list of serial numbers of 

warnings in force is promulgated as part of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

A no warnings in force message is issued when necessary. 

Web site is very comprehensive 
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NAVAREA VII 

 

 
ALL Warnings in force listed. 

No reference as to where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

The In-force Bulletin appears to be self cancelling, which means that vessels not in the region 

at the time of issue will not receive the Bulletin. 

 

 

NAVAREA VIII 

 

 
 

ALL Warnings in force listed, however, the In-force Bulletin does not have a number as part 

of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

 

 

NAVAREA IX 

 

No In-force Bulletin with a list of serial numbers of warnings in force is promulgated as part 

of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

Full text of all warnings in force is posted on the web site. Web site is very comprehensive, 

but it could be significantly improved if all the messages could be viewed without having to 

open one at a time. 

 

 

NAVAREA X 

 

No In-force Bulletin with a list of serial numbers of warnings in force is promulgated as part 

of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

Full text of all warnings in force is posted on the web site. 

Web site is very comprehensive. 



Page 6 of 9 

NAVAREA XI 

 

 
 

Shows only those warnings issued within previous 6 weeks. 

Full text of all warnings in force are reproduced on the very comprehensive web site, but no 

reference to web site is included in the In-force Bulletin. 

 

 

NAVAREA XII 

 

 

 
 

 

Shows only those warnings issued within previous 6 weeks. 

Includes details of where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained, 

although there is a potential of a gap for vessels coming into the area between last quarterly 

re-print on board and last 6 weeks. 

Full text of all warnings in force are reproduced on the very comprehensive web site, but no 

reference to web site is included in the In-force Bulletin. 
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NAVAREA XIII 

 
 

In force list of numbers is reproduced in the Weekly NM only. 

No web site yet.  

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET. 

No advice on how to get the text of messages in force which are no longer being broadcast. 

 

 

NAVAREA XIV 

 

 
 

ALL Warnings in force listed. 

No reference as to where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained – unless 

they are continuously printed in the Notices to Mariners? 

The In-force Bulletin appears to be self cancelling, which means that vessels not in the region 

at the time of issue will not receive the Bulletin. 

A no warnings in force message is issued when necessary. 

Web site is very comprehensive. 

 

 

NAVAREA XV 

 

 
ALL Warnings in force listed, however, the In-force Bulletin does not have a number as part 

of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

No reference as to where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET. 

Web site is very comprehensive. 



Page 8 of 9 

NAVAREA XVI 

 

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET, but no In-force Bulletin appears 

on the web site. 

 

NAVAREA XVII 

 

 
 

A list of messages in force is included on the web site, however, the In-force Bulletin does 

not have a number as part of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

No DTG included for In-force Bulletin, and could be improved by adding which NAVAREA 

the list refers to (XVII or XVIII) 

Full text of all warning printed on very comprehensive web site. Unable to verify what is 

being transmitted via SafetyNET 

 

NAVAREA XVIII 

 

 
 

A list of messages in force is included on the web site, however, the In-force Bulletin does 

not have a number as part of the numbered series of NAVAREA messages. 

No DTG included for In-force Bulletin, and could be improved by adding which NAVAREA 

the list refers to (XVII or XVIII). 

Full text of all warning printed on very comprehensive web site. Unable to verify what is 

being transmitted via SafetyNET. 
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NAVAREA XIX 

 

 
 

ALL Warnings in force listed. 

No reference as to where text of warnings no longer being broadcast can be obtained. 

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET. 

Web site is very comprehensive. 

 

 

NAVAREA XX 

 

 
In force list of numbers is reproduced in the Weekly NM only. 

No web site yet.  

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET. 

No advice on how to get the text of messages in force which are no longer being broadcast. 

 

NAVAREA XXI 

 

 
 

In force list of numbers is reproduced in the Weekly NM only. 

No web site yet.  

Unable to verify what is being transmitted via SafetyNET. 

No advice on how to get the text of messages in force which are no longer being broadcast. 


