
	CSPCWG 1-7C


Chart Maintenance Section for M-4
	Submitted by:
	CSPCWG Chairman


	Executive summary:
	Although M-4 provides specification for the compilation of nautical charts, it does not provide any guidance on the maintenance of them.  Should an additional section be added to M-4 to cover this issue?


	Actions to be taken:
	Discuss issue at the CSPCWG 1 meeting


	Related documents:
	

	Related Projects:
	None



1. Introduction / Scope.
CSPCWG work item C.1 required us to review the requirement for the standardization of International Notices to Mariners.   Although the result was that the issue of standardization will not be pursued by CSPCWG, it was suggested that some guidance on the criteria for selection of data justifying NM action would be helpful.  CSPCWG members were invited (CL 08/2004) to forward any such criteria used by their HOs to the Secretary.
2. Analysis/Discussion.
No such NM criteria have (yet) been received by the Secretary, although Germany and France have indicated that they have some guidance which could be made available.  UK also has some guidance, which is published in its Admiralty Annual NM 9.
Any such guidance could form the core of a new section in M-4 on the Maintenance of Nautical Charts.  It would also provide a suitable long term repository for the instructions contained in many of the existing Technical Resolutions, especially in M-3, Chapter F.

M-4 Part A Section 400 deals with regulations for the maintenance of International charts, but gives no guidance on how decisions are taken on the appropriate action.  Some duplication between A-400 and the proposed new section is likely.

3. Resource implication.
10 days work for the secretary (approx), plus input from all members.
4. Benefits.
The proposed new section would provide the formal guidance document for (paper) chart maintenance which does not currently exist in the international arena, resulting in more consistency of practice, especially in the application of NM criteria.
5. Working Groups.   As this is related to a previous work item, the Chairman will need to brief CHRIS on the decision.
6. Any other relevant information not covered elsewhere. N/A
7. Justification. See Annex A. N/A
8. Target completion date.  To be set and prioritised by CSPCWG.

9. Related activities and dependencies  N/A
10. Action Required.
Decision on whether CSPCWG wishes to include a specification for chart maintenance in M-4 and where, and advice on priority for submission to CHRIS 17.
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