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Introduction / Background

Introduction / Background

The reason for bringing this to the attention of CSPCWG is that there seems to be some discrepancies between "what we say and what we do and what we maybe ought to be doing" when updating nautical charts and related nautical publications. At least in Denmark.

In Denmark we claim that our nautical charts - whether in printed or electronic form - are updated on a weekly basis. The printed charts are to be updated by the user himself from information given in the weekly issue of 'Chart Corrections' - an insert to the NMs - and the ENCs by the weekly deliverance of update files to the Primar Stavanger RENC. 

However the statement of providing a 'weekly updating facility' is only partly true. 

If the chart content should be truely updated every week some of the (T) and (P) NMs should be incorporated into the chart data every week and the use of (T) and (P) Notices should consequently be very restricted. 
Analysis/Discussion

Analysis / Discussion

As I have not been able to find anything about an internationally accepted policy of using (T) and (P) NMs and as I have not been able to find any published information about the policy used in Denmark I have looked into the BA NP 100 (Mariner's Handbook) and found the published UKHO policy on the issue:

Preliminary NM (P) is used where early promulgation to the mariner is needed and:


- action/work will shortly be taking place


- information has been received, but is too complex to be promulgated by permanent chart updating NM


  (also too complex for issuing a Block? Chartlet?)


- further confirmation of details is needed


- for ongoing and changeable situations such as bridge construction across major waterways

Temporary NMs (T) is used where the information will remain valid only for a limited period (normally valid for less than 3 to 6 months) 

As you may know the responsibility of issuing NMs in Denmark rests with the Royal Danish Administration of Navigation and Hydrography (FRV) and the responsibility for producing, issuing and keeping up-to-date the nautical charts and related nautical publications rests with Kort & Matrikelstyrelsen (KMS). Consequently the issuing of corrections to the nautical charts ('Chart Corrections' ) rest with KMS. And mostly this division of responsibilities is not a problem. However as shown in the below given examples "problems" might sometimes occur.

Example:

2004:

Danish NM 1142 from November 2004 is promulgated as a (T) NM 

(a crane of 120 T visible above chart datum. The crane is marked by two cardinal buoys) 

Nothing is shown in the nautical chart, as the crane is supposed to be salvaged

2005:

Danish NM 1192 from November 2005 is referring to the same crane.

The crane is still marked by two cardinal buoys but the promulgated depth above the crane is now app. 8 m.

Nothing is shown in the nautical chart as the information is still promulgated as a (T) NM

2006:
Danish NM 49 is similar to the previous NM (just a reiteration)

Now lawyers are involved as the owner of the crane is unwilling to pay the money for the salvage of the crane. And it is not possible to predict when or if they can come to an agreement.

The crane is therefore now shown in the paper charts as well as in the ENCs despite the fact that the information is still shown as a (T) NM in the Danish Notices to Mariners

In addition to this KMS has been informed that some shipping companies are convinced that when they use officially produced ENCs all information from NMs is included in these charts. Also (T) and (P) NMs.

Conclusions

Recommendations

It is recommended that information that will remain valid for more than 3 months is regarded as "permanent" and included in the printed charts and the ENCs if at all possible. 

Justification and Impacts

Justification and Impacts

Some HOs are already in the process of introducing a print-on- demand facility and the user may very well be expecting that the purchased newly printed charts are updated with all information necessary for conducting a safe voyage  i.e. also  (T) and (P) NMs 

Action required of CSPCWG

The CSPCWG is invited to discuss the subject and if found necessary suggest appropriate actions on this issue.






