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Introduction / Background.  

NZ does not break the cliff crest or vary the length of the slope lines as shown in the 
first cliff symbol C3 (rocky cliffs). In the past, when charts were produced manually by 
scribing, the cliff symbol in C3 (rocky cliffs) was used. Now, our chart production 
software CARIS HPD does not automatically produce a cliff symbol with the crest line 
broken. The cliff crest is one continuous line, broken only where the cliff actually 
breaks. Also the slope lines are all one length. See following example. 

Analysis / Discussion. 

Over the last 10 years the NZ Hydrographic Authority has worked towards bringing 
all NZ charts into alignment with S-4. This includes matching the symbols shown in 
S-4. However our software does not automatically produce a cliff symbol with the 
crest line broken or slope lines of varying length. The symbol library could be 
changed to better match C3 (rocky cliffs) but this will create a symbol that will not 
reproduce C3 (rocky cliffs) exactly and will require manual editing to look acceptable. 
This is time consuming. 

As a result our cliff symbol looks closer to the second example in C3 (non-rocky cliff). 

We would like to know whether this is the experience of other nations that now 
produce charts electronically. 

Conclusions. 

If other nations don’t break the crest line of the cliff symbol or vary the length of the 
slope lines, a new example could be given in S-4 B-312.1 C3. 

Recommendations. 

None. 

Justification and Impacts. 

INT 1 would be affected. 

Action required of CSPCWG. 

The CSPCWG is invited to: 



Consider and discuss the depiction of cliffs. 
 

 


