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Collection of the 40 commercial port areas in the United States has been completed ahead of schedule.  The coverage in these ports corresponds roughly to 198 nautical charts.  The data are currently in Intergraph MGE format and have been collected in data themes such as aids to navigation, hazards, maintained channels, and so forth.  Approximately 70% of the aids to navigation and 90% of the maintained channels were compiled from source materials, primarily Local Notices to Mariners and US Army Corps of Engineers channel blueprints.

Efforts are now underway to load the data into the Laser-Scan Automated Map Production System 2 (LAMPS2) for routine maintenance and production.  Many of the tools being used have been developed by adapting routines developed by the United Kingdom Hydrographic Office.  Three prototype areas have been created to date: St. Mary’s River (3 cells) in the Great Lakes, Lower Mississippi River (8 cells) and Tampa, Florida (1 cell).  The Tampa cell is the first data to be produced using the entire MGE to LAMPS2 production flow.  Work is now focused on refining the load procedures.

Maintenance will be accomplished by interfacing with the Coast Survey’s Update Service Branch, which is currently producing Raster Nautical Chart updates for all Notices to Mariners in U.S. waters.  Other source information will be applied as soon as it is received in the ENC Production Branches.

Public release of the first data sets covering ports in the Gulf of Mexico is still scheduled for early in calendar year 1999, with the remaining port areas being introduced throughout the year.

