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ECDIS Implementation and ENC Production

Canadian Hydrographic Service
ENC Production in Canada

After one year of S57 production CHS has 115 paper charts converted to the S57 format. A further 165 are in the production stream. CHS currently has the capacity to convert about 150 charts per year. The majority of the initial conversion work is done under contract with 5 different contractors.  A substantial portion of the S57 production time is devoted to in-house quality control after receipt from the contractors. 

Prior to the finalization of the S-57 standard, CHS had been producing digital data for use in electronic chart systems since 1993.  To date, CHS has produced, and continues to maintain, over 655 digital charts in an exchange format called NTX. These files are in use by a substantial number of clients both for navigation and non-navigation users. CHS will cease its support of  NTX by April of 1999.

Up to date information about the status of ENCs commercially available can be seen at the NDI web site www.ndi.nf.ca 

S57 Sea Trials

CHS has been conducting S57 Sea Trails throughout the spring and summer of 1998. Initially the trails were concentrated in the Montreal - Quebec City portion of the St. Lawrence River, then extended to St. John's Newfoundland. Sixteen voyages on two different ships were conducted between St. John's and Montreal as part of the official trial. The shipping company (OCEANEX) has since purchased systems (Q~MAR) and also procured the S57 files for their continuous operations. During the summer the sea trials were extended to Lake Ontario. Ships carrying systems Offshore Systems Ltd., Q~MAR and TRANSAS are par of the test program. About 10 ships are involved in the trials.

A series of trials were also conducted with the Pilots on the St. Lawrence River. Although the pilot's associations initially saw ECDIS as a threat, they have now become supporters of the technology. Foreign ships coming into Canada can have a carry-on ECS which the Pilots use for the duration of their voyage. The installation takes about 10 minutes as a DGPS receiver is installed, a solid state compass set up and the portable ECS secured. About 100 such missions have been carried out successfully. The carry-on systems (made by Q~MAR) uses S57.
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