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PRIMAR STATUS REPORT

The Advisory Committee was given a progress report from the Working Group that has been tasked to
revise the CoA – the Cooperation Arrangement between CHOs. CHOs were requested to supply
comments on a draft within two weeks, and the Working Group was given a new mandate to continue
their task.

At present, the arrangement between the ”owners” of PRIMAR – UK and Norway – is a
Memorandum of Understanding. Work is now underway to replace this MoU by forming a new
government-owned company that will be called PRIMAR AS. UK and Norway will be the major
shareholders, but other HOs will be able to buy shares and thus have a greater say in the operation of
the RENC. It is hoped that PRIMAR AS will be formed on 1 July 2001.

PRIMAR has applied to the EU Commission DG4, essentially seeking confirmation that our activities
are not in contravention of any EU Competition Law. CHOs have also been in contact with the
Commission to explain their role in the production and maintenance of navigational data. The meeting
was updated on progress.

Captain Evgeny Komrakov of TRANSAS was invited to outline his proposals on the use of CHO’s
S57 data as a source for Non-ENC products. The ideas were well received, and PRIMAR is following-
up the proposals.

It was agreed that more needs to be done to promote world-wide awareness of the existence of
PRIMAR, the RENC and the ENC Service.

It was agreed that S57 Ed3.1 data could not be distributed yet.



This should read ”2001”.

PRIMAR will continue to work with HOs in Europe to increase coverage, but will also enter into
arrangements with other HOs or their representatives to obtain coverage wherever it is available. The
aim is to give the best possible service to the ECDIS/ECS manufacturers, our distributors, and through
them to the end-users.

PRIMAR wishes also to give CHOs greater ability to control their data whilst it is with PRIMAR.
Plans are in hand to install a Virtual PRIMAR Network (VPN) that will allow CHOs to move their
data to and from PRIMAR, to authorise its release, and to check on royalties.







As part of the programme to increase data coverage, PRIMAR has carried out validation of trial ENC
datasets for many HOs outside of Europe.

We are in discussion with Transas (exclusive distributor for Russian ENCs), Maptech (exclusive
distributor for NOAA ENCs), NDI (exclusive distributor for Canadian data), and the Indian HO.

We are conducting outline discussions with others.













The survey involved 10 OEMs.

8 said they would have the PRIMAR security system implemented by the Spring of 2001.
5 said that they would have the PRIMAR on-line functionality implemented by Spring 2001.
8 expected that their systems would be type-approved by Spring 2001.



This toolkit has been developed to make it easier for OEMs to implement the PRIMAR Security and
on-line systems.



This questionnaire was sent out as IHB Circular Letter 38/2000.

The questions asked were:
• Do you intend to encrypt your data?
• Should there be one IHO recommended Security System?
• if yes, should the PRIMAR System become the standard?



Following an independent review of the systems used by PRIMAR, the above security enhancements
have been implemented. The use of PGP is part of this.



As discussed earlier, the VPN is designed to give HOs greater involvement and access to their data. It
is important that all aspects of confidentiality and access control are reviewed and resolved.



The GDS is the Geodata Server that lies at the heart of the PRIMAR business system.

The VPN will allow different access rights to different sets of users as shown in the table above.



This Project has started.


