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PRIMAR RENC

• Regional ENC Coordinating Centre
• RENC concept is at the core of the WEND 

Principles (World Wide ENC Database) of the 
International Hydrographic Organization (IHO)

• International cooperation between many 
national hydrographic offices

• Operated by the Norwegian Hydrographic 
Service on not-for-profit basis
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PRIMAR Vision

In order to enhance safety at sea and 
protect the maritime environment, 

PRIMAR’s vision is to be the most efficient model 
for the provision of ENC services  

and maritime geospatial data worldwide
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PRIMAR ENC service 
is a not-for-profit governmental service 

operated by 
the Norwegian Hydrographic Service

(Sjøkartverket)
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PRIMAR RENC core member 
nations
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Nations part of the
PRIMAR ENC Service

UKRAINE
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Administration of PRIMAR 
RENC

• PRIMAR Advisory Committee (PAC) 
– Meetings are held two times a year to decide policies 

and actions to motivate increased use of ENCs. 
– Latvia holds the chair of the PAC at present

• Sub groups 
– PRIMAR Marketing Group (PMG)
– Technical Experts Working Group (TEWG/JTEWG) 

• PMG deals with issues such as licensing, pricing, services 
etc.

• TEWG/JTEWG have meetings once a year to exchange 
technical knowledge and information and discuss issues 
such as the quality of the ENCs, consistency, and overlap
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Joint RENC Information 
Work

A comprehensive report on charts and carriage 
requirements has been produced by PRIMAR and 
IC-ENC. 

This document aims to provide a frame of 
reference for users who want a firm basis for 
making an educated decision on the equipment 
and data to use.

It has been compiled by the Hydrographic Offices 
of Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Norway, 
Sweden and the UK, with the maritime authorities 
of the same countries verifying the references and 
interpretations of the international regulations 
covered.
Version 2 now available in Japanese and Spanish.
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Operation of the ENC service
Croatia
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Updates
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Bahrain
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Instant response 
for permits 24/7

New ENC based WMS
Services 
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PRIMAR ENC Service
• Only available through a set of authorized distributors -

PRIMAR does not operate in the end-user market
• 53 distributors in 22 countries globally

• Distributor agreement based on standard terms & 
conditions

• ENC prices to the market are set by the distributors 
themselves

• Currently PRIMAR offer 3, 6 and 12 month subscriptions.
• Weekly update CD service
• All services are ISO 9001-2000 certified 
• Efficient solutions available 24/7 via the Primar Chart 

Catalogue
• Remote update solutions
• Solutions for governmental organisations and navies
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Growth of ENC Database
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Growth of no. of end users in 
PRIMAR ENC Service
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PRIMAR ENC Coverage
October 2008



Operated by the Norwegian Hydrographic Service

VPN (Virtual PRIMAR Network)
Web tool for secure administration of 

national ENCs

HOs have
full control
of their 
ENCs
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Real-time sales reporting

• Sales per month
• Sales per distributor
• Sales per chart no./title
• Number of charts per 

no./title in subscription
• Shipping company and 

vessels using nation’s
ENCs. 

• And more…
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PRIMAR Chart Catalogue 
- ENC folio planning, management, on-line ordering and 

delivery -

Free access: 
Show ENC coverage
Make ENC folios

SecurID Authentication: 
Sales and ordering
Fleet Management
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National services 
to enhance safety and 

efficiency
• Utilization of the common infrastructure for 

provision of official data to governmental
maritime authorities

• Use of the same official data aboard the
vessels and ashore will ensure consistency
of references

• Better coordination of activities related to 
safety at sea e.g search and rescue

• Interoperability of the navigational data 
between various maritime authorities
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PRIMAR Navy Supplier 
ENC Service
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Navy supplier service

The PRIMAR navy supplier service is 
operated through a Navy supplier 
agreement between the Norwegian 
Hydrographic Service (NHS) and a 
nation’s navy. Terms and conditions are 
defined in the Navy supplier agreement. 
A nation can issue a discount for their 
own national ENCs to their nation’s navy.
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Norwegian Coastal 
Directorate 

- reports and administration of users-

Access on duty 
and at home

PRIMAR national services
Maritime administrations, Pilots, VTS

300 Pilots/adm 
On-line
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PRIMAR Web Map 
Service (WMS) 

• Prototype service 
established by PRIMAR in 
2008.

• 9 hydrographic offices 
participating in the design 
and testing of the service

• National trials in progress, 
including several 
governmental organisations
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OpenLayers

OpenSource JavaScript library for displaying map data in web browsers
http://www.openlayers.org/
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NASA World Wind
3D engine with 
high resolution 

Landsat imagery 
and SRTM 

elevation data 
integrated

with other wms 
services

http://worldwind.arc.nasa.gov
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Google Earth

http://earth.google.com
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Inspector tool 
to aid Port State Control inspections



Operated by the Norwegian Hydrographic Service

Thank You!

Capt. Sach Sharma
sach.sharma@statkart.no


