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Work Program 
 
Model the data 
 
The data dictionary in the SNPWG wiki continues to expand and develop.  Work Package 4 of the BLAST project 
(see below), uses many of the proposed features and attributes in its Digital Routeing Guide product 
specification.  
 
The IHO Geospatial Information Registry, NPUBS Register 
 
Redundant Invalid items have been removed from the NPUBS register and one information feature has been 
added.  If it became possible to edit entries before committing them, the rate of population would probably pick 
up.  
 
Marine Protected Area Product Specification 
 
The MPA product specification drafting group produced an initial draft for discussion at SNPWG13.  Further work 
was done in Committee and a second draft will be circulated for further comment during this work period.  An 
MPA Portrayal Discussion paper has been drafted for circulation to DIPWG.  It is currently (Aug 2011) out for 
review by SNPWG members.   



Progress on HSSC Action Items 
 
Action HSSC1/8.  Develop Marine Environment Protection Programme (MEPP) based on S-100. 
A product specification is now taking shape.  MPA is seen as a useful test case to examine the issues concerned 
as it is a simple product with a spread of geographic areas and sizes.  It also allows exploration of the use of 
Information features, associations and complex attributes.   
 
TSMAD is developing a technique to build feature catalogues in XML.  A derivation of this technique is being 
used to build the MPA feature catalogue based on the MPA application schema.  The next step will be to extend 
this document to become a Data Classification and Encoding Guide.   
 
Engagement with DIPWG has begun to consider portrayal.   

Problems Encountered 
 
The relatively small size of the group means that expertise is limited and overall progress is slow.  SNPWG will 
need the special expertise of the DIPWG in the next phase of work. 

Any Other Items of Note 
 
Joint meeting with Nordic Hydrographic Commission.  
A joint meeting was held with the NHC in the school ship MV Gann during SNPWG13.  A short cruise was 
arranged in the fjords so bridge visits could be made in pilotage waters; a joint session was held in which the 
NHC was briefed on the work of the SNPWG; and a visit was made to Kvitsøy VTS.   
 
Digital Routeing Guide product specification developed by BLAST (Bringing Land and Sea Together) 
Harmonisation of Nautical Information project.   
SNPWG 13 received a progress report on BLAST, which is a research project of the European Union, Interreg 
IVB North Sea Region Programme.  It builds on many of the SNPWG concepts, and completes during 2012.  
SNPWG13 decided that an active interest should be taken in this work, including the facilitation of any new 
features or attributes.  The question as to whether the work should be adopted into the SNPWG work plan, 
including further development and subsequent maintenance of the product specification, was left open.  

Conclusions and Recommended Actions 
 
HSSC3 is recommended to endorse the continued activity of SNPWG. 

Action Required of HSSC 
 
HSSC3 is invited to note this report and endorse the continuance of the Work Plan. 
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ANNEX B to SNPWG Report 

MPA Product Specification 

Progress Report Diagram 
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ANNEX C to SNPWG Report 

SNPWG Work Plan 

 

SNPWG Tasks 

 

A. Decide on the Data Structure of NPs-Data intended for use in ECDIS (NP3) 

B. Define the content requirements of NP data intended for use in ECDIS (NP3) 

C. Test data 

D. Develop basic display rules for NP data intended for use in ECDIS (NP3) 

E. Draft guidance documents 

F. Revise technical resolutions as required 

G. Liaise with other HSSC WG's and other IHO and international bodies 

 

SNPWG Workplan 

 

Task Work Item Priority 

H-high 

M-

medium 

L-low 

Start 

Date 

End 

Date 

Status 

P-Planned 

O-Ongoing 

C-Completed 

Contact 

Person 

Affect

ed 

Pubs 

/Stand

ard 

Remarks 

B2 Model the data where 

required. 

H 2004 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

S-100 To be included in NPUBS 

register  

B3 Review of objects and 

attributes  

H 2004 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

S-100  

B4 Propose amendments for 

Hydro register to TSMAD  

H 2005 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

S-100 To be included in the Hydro 

register 



B6 Populate the NPUBS 

Register 

H 2006 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

S-100  

C1 Produce test data set H 2009 2011 O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

  

C2 Set up a test bed ECDIS M 2009 2012 P Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

  

D1 Develop basic display 

rules for NP data intended 

for use in ECDIS (NP3) 

M 2008 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

S-52 Close co-operation with 

DIPWG required 

E1 Draft Data Capture and 

Classification Guide 

H 2008 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

 Document for NPs similar to 

Use of the Object Catalog 

E2 Draft Sample Product 

Specification 

H 2008 2009 C Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

 Issues remain to be addressed 

E3 Draft MPA Product 

Specification 

H 2010 2013 O Vice 

Chair 

SNPWG 

S-10X Drafted in phases 

G1 Liaise with the DIPWG for 

the development of the 

display rules 

H 2005 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

  

G2 Liaise with the TSMAD H 2004 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

  

G3 Liaise with other groups H 2004 Open O Chair/Sec 

SNPWG 

 Including DIPWG, DPSWG, 

DQWG, TWLWG, MIO’s, 

AML, ICE, Inland ECDIS 

 


