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The Board 

• 10 members (4  FIG, 4  IHO and 2 ICA), from 
governemental, educational and civil sector; 

• 2 members resigned (1 FIG, 1 IHO).  

• IHB issued a CL to seek new IHO member 

• FIG member to be designated by FIG commision 4 

• ICA : may not support any more its 2 IBSC members (ICA 
conf. Oct2013).  Pending decision (next ICA conf.) 
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Summary of IBSC activities  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Revision of S-5 and S-8 standards 

• New standards development (S-5B almost ready) 

• 1st IBSC Stakeholder seminar, March 7th in IHB 
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REVIEWS Submitted Recognized / conditionnaly recognized 
 

Cat B Hydro 5 8 4 6 
 Carto 3 2 

Cat A Hydro 6 6 4 4 

Carto 0 

Ind. Recog. 
Schemes 

1 1 0 0 

TOTAL 15 10 



1st IBSC Stakeholder 
seminar 
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Program and outcomes 

• 4 sessions (Role of the IBSC; New standards developement; 
Cat A and Cat B standards in the Industry; CB and new types 
of delivery) 

• Outcomes: 
– S-5 and S-8 revision (2014): Large majority of approval; 

– Information about S5-B and S5-A development: positive feedback 
from the stakeholders; 

– Information about the role of S-5 and S-8 standards in the industry 

– More interactions between IBSC and CBSC (new types of delivery: e-
learning, portable courses) 
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S-5 and S-8 revisions 
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2014:  S-5 11.1.0 and S-8 3.1.0 revision 

• Provision for e-learning component as part of the 
submission; 

• Annual report, and comprehensive internal 
assessment every 3-5 years; 

• IBSC on-site program review process and content 
(internal review documents, on-site visits, outcomes); 

• New guidelines for practical exercices and field 
training. 

•  Minimum Time frames:  

– Cat B:  24 weeks, and 16 weeks with exemptions 

– Cat A:  2 semesters + field training 
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Synthesis of responses to IHO CL 11/2014   
 

• 18 member states responded ;  

• Large majority of approval; 

• Some MSs consider Category B as a pre-requisite for Category A. IBSC do 
not.  

• In cases where a Category A programme is preceded immediately prior by 
a Category B programme then time frames for the Category A program 
may take into account the time devoted to the Category B program : No 
objection from the Board. 

• Time frame without exemption = time frame including basics subjects 

• Remarks on the S-5 syllabus: overtaken by new S-5B in preparation. 

• Minor corrections (typos, wording):  will be incorporated before 
publications 
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New Standards development 

Digital Hydrography on the Maritime Web 9 



The IBSC workprogram (2013-2017) 

“IBSC to develop a new Standards framework to separate 

competency requirements for Cat A and Cat B hydrographers 

and nautical cartographers by  

• developing two discrete parts in the standards S-5 and S-8 ; 

• updating their content to comply with the scientific and 
technological developments in the fields of Hydrography 
and Nautical Cartography.” 
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Digital Hydrography on the Maritime Web 11 
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New Category A and Category B standards development plan  

 

• S5-B: draft available on 15 June 2014 

• S5-A: Draft available by the end of Feb 2015 

• Guidelines as a separate document ;  

 

Objective: S-5A and S-5B in force for Dec 2015 
submissions 

 

S-8A and S-8B to follow (TBD) 
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