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Policy Context

Executive Order
July 2010

Implementation Plan
April 2013

Marine Planning 
Handbook
July 2013

The National Ocean Policy introduced a 
framework for regional marine planning.



Marine Planning as Part of the 
National Ocean Policy

• Marine planning is a science- and information-based 
process that a region can use to address specific 
management challenges associated with, for 
example:
– multiple uses of the ocean, coasts, and Great Lakes;

– economic and energy development priorities; and

– conservation objectives.

• To develop marine plans, representatives from 
Federal, state, and tribal governments work 
together, publicly and transparently, as a regional 
planning body (RPB).



Planning Regions



Marine Planning as Part of the 
National Ocean Policy

• The scope, scale, and content of marine planning is 
defined the regions to solve problems that they care 
about in ways that reflect their interests, capacity to 
participate, and ways of doing business.

• Marine Planning Handbook strikes a balance 
between regional flexibility and national 
consistency.

• One commonality across the regions is the need 
for…
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Open Data Policy

 Part of President Obama’s Open Government 

Initiative (started in 2009)

 Executive Order of May 2013 requires 

Federal agencies to make unrestricted data 

publicly available and machine readable

 Federal government data will be harvested 

into the data.gov catalog



www.data.gov
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Ocean.data.gov -

Background
 2010 – National Ocean Policy (EO 13547) calls for a 

national information management system (NIMS) to 
support marine planning

 2011 – NIMS interagency working group decides to 
establish the Ocean Community of data.gov 
(ocean.data.gov) to serve as the NIMS

 2011-2013 – Interagency technical team builds 
ocean.data.gov; NOC Data & Info Working Group 
reconstituted in 2013 to define work plan / direction going 
forward

 2014 – New version of data.gov launched 13 JAN



Ocean.data.gov

 National portal maintained by National 
Ocean Council agencies

 Currently includes data to support marine 
planning

 Scope recently expanded to include all 
ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes data as a 
resource for the public and private sector
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Ocean.data.gov Landing 

Page



Ocean.data.gov Data Page
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Next Steps –

Ocean.data.gov
 Improve discoverability and accessibility of 

data and tools

 Expand catalog to include more ocean, 
coastal, and Great Lakes data and tools

 Continue to respond to data needs of the 
marine planning community

 Contribute to the development of standard 
classification/taxonomies for ocean data

 Highlight uses cases

 Address governance concerns

 Coordinate with regional data portal efforts 
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Mid-Atlantic



Northeast
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West Coast
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South Atlantic
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When it comes to U.S. MSDI, 

coordination is critical…

 Federal Geographic Data Committee 
(FGDC)

 U.S. Group on Earth Observations (GEO)

 Interagency Ocean Observation Committee 
(IOOC) & U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing 
System (IOOS)

 Interagency Working Group on Ocean & 
Coastal Mapping

 Open Data Initiatives

 National Ocean Council (ocean.data.gov) 

 and more!
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