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Principal activities and achievements

Í Engagement

ï25 Member states 

ï6 organisations including commercial companies 

Í Meetings

Í The 4th meeting of the IHO Marine Spatial Data Infrastructure Working Group 

(MSDIWG) took place on 31 January and 1 February 2013 in Copenhagen, 

Denmark. 

Í Next Planned Meeting

Í The 5th meeting  will take place in Silver Spring, Maryland, from Wednesday 5th-

Friday 7th February



Problems or outstanding issues 

The following challenges IHO MS face were identified from the questionnaire results and 

from the collective input of MSDIWG4 attendees and the Open Forum:

Í Supporting IHO MS to adapt to new ways of thinking and working through skills 

development and knowledge transfer, education, training and capacity building 

maximising the use of source data and developing best practice in managing and 

publishing data.

Í Sharing knowledge and experience across the HO community of practitioners; 

outreach to other marine data providers in data management and publishing best 

practise; improving working practises to gain operational efficiencies and cost 

savings; data sharing and exchange; reducing the reliance on assessing data just for 

navigational safety through the wider use of hydrographicdata in non-navigational 

applications; putting case studies together; and developing governance models for 

MSDI.



Problems or outstanding issues 

The following challenges IHO MS face were identified from the questionnaire results and 

from the collective input of MSDIWG4 attendees and the Open Forum:

Í Putting technology at the heart of operations by adopting data centric operations, use 

of open standards and software, data harmonisation and integration across HO 

borders and the land-sea interface.

Í Intellectual Property, reliability of data, copyright and rights management initiatives 

making access to all data easier; the role of free and open data, e-navigation and 

MSDI Business case development including cost benefit analysis, developing the 

road map to successful engagement, participation and implementation of MSDI. 

Focus will not only be on distribution of data, but on the whole value chain.


