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Introduction / Background 
Introduction / Background 
 
The German international paper charts will in future correspond to the uniform DIN A0 format, have 
uniform scale sequences and contain a reduced representation in the shallow water area up to 5 m 
depth contour line. As of 21 September, the first international nautical chart with simplified content 
can be purchased on the market with chart 4 (INT 1457). 
 
Soundings, underwater obstructions, national park zones, navigation marks as well as cables and 
lines that do not cross a main fairway are no longer shown in the shallow water area up to the 5 
metre depth line. Thus, the charts are optimally adapted to the information needs of the clientele, 
which moves exclusively in the main fairway. The charts meet SOLAS requirements, are easier to 
read and thus also contribute to maritime safety. 
 
The national DIN A1 nautical chart series introduced in 2017 is available to shallow coastal shipping. 
 
The uniform formats and the uniform scale sequences are introduced for better handling. The large 
formats DIN AO and DIN A1 also offer a better planning overview than the screens currently used for 
navigation. After the conversion, the paper chart series has been optimally revised for the main task 
of establishing redundancy for digital navigation. 
 
 

 
 

Analysis / Discussion 

 
In the area where the content is thinned and optimized for INT shipping there are still national charts 
for coastal navigation available. National chart 1530 in DIN A1 format of the same area: 



 
 
We considered not to chart indexes of these charts as they form the national chart series.  
Example from NL chart 1460 (INT 1461) where reference to national chart series 1812 is shown: 
 

 
  
Is it necessary to provide the reference to national charts in the margin where INT charts of the same 
or smaller scale exist? 
 
Example from NL chart 1460 (INT 1461): 
 

 
 
Example from DE chart 44 (INT 1452): 



 
 
 

Conclusions 

 
B-254 says a lot about chart references which can be used for national chart series. It should be 
stated clearer that INT charts and numbers are affected. Especially the “may” in B-254.3(I) should be 
a “must”. 
 

 
 

Recommendations 

 
See under Conclusions. 
 

Justification and Impacts 

 

Clearer wording about INT charts at B-254 is necessary. 

 

Action required of NCWG 

 
The NCWG is invited to take notice about the report and consider the recommendation/conclusion. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


