
 

 

 
IHB File No.  S3/7020 

13 July 2010 
 

 S-23 WG Letter No. 03/2010  

 
Follow-up to the 2nd Meeting of the S-23 WG 

(Singapore, 5-7 July 2010) 
 
 
To: S-23 WG Members (see list at Annex A) and participants in the 2nd S-23 WG Meeting not 

shown in Annex A 
 
References: a) S-23 WG Letter 01/2010 dated 10 May 2010 
 b) S-23 WG Letter 02/2010 dated 11 June 2010 
 
 
Dear Members of the WG and participants in the meeting in Singapore, 
 
I would like to thank all those who participated in the second face-to-face meeting that took place 5-7 July in 
Singapore for their constructive contribution. I would like especially on behalf of all the participants to thank Dr. 
Parry Oei, the Chief Hydrographer of the Hydrographic Department of the Maritime and Port Authority of 
Singapore and his Staff for the excellent arrangements that he put in place in organizing this meeting very 
successfully.  
 
It has to be noted that progress has been achieved in the difficult and sensitive issues under consideration. In 
brief it can be highlighted that:  
 

 The members of the S-23 WG reached an agreement on the issue of Malacca and Singapore 
Straits; 

 

 Progress was made in examining the proposals by China in the South China Sea – East China Sea. 
Some still pending issues will be considered by correspondence; 

 

 The members of the S-23 WG were presented with the positions of Japan, Republic of Korea and 
Democratic People Republic of Korea concerning the name in the area between the Korean 
Peninsula and Japanese Archipelago. Four new proposals by Australia, France, Japan and 
Republic of Korea, will soon be made available to the members of the WG for consideration. 

 



 

 

The minutes of the meeting and a table with the decisions and actions will soon be circulated to participants for 
their comments, before they are finalized and posted on the IHO website. For preparation purposes, please find 
attached “draft outcomes” of the meeting, which will be also enclosed with the minutes. 
 
 

 
Vice Admiral Alexandros MARATOS, 

IHB President and Chairman of the S-23 WG 

 
 
Enclosures:  Annex A – S-23 WG Membership List 

Annex B – Draft outcomes list  
 
Copy to the IHO Member States bordering the areas of concern. 
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S-23 WG MEMBERSHIP LIST 
(July 2010) 

 
Member 
States 

Name Organization Email 

Argentina  
Cdr Fabian Alejandro 
VETERE 

Servicio de Hidrografía Naval, 
Buenos Aires 

fvetere@hidro.gov.ar 

Australia Cdre Rod NAIRN 
Australian Hydrographic Office, 
Wollongong 

international.relations@hydro.gov.au 

Belgium 
Ms Gwendoline GONSAELES 
Ms Caroline LOOTENS 

Vlaamse Overheid, Dept 
Mobiliteit en Openbare Werken, 
Brussels 

gwendoline.gonsaeles@mow.vlaanderen.be 
caroline.lootens@mow.vlaanderen.be 

China 

Mr ZHANG Wei 
Dept of Boundary and Ocean 
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, Beijing 

zhang_wei10@mfa.gov.cn 

Mr WANG Hongwei 
Dept of International 
Cooperation, Ministry of 
Transport, Beijing 

hwwang@mot.gov.cn 

Mr Kwok-chu NG 
Hydrographic Office of Marine 
Department, Hong Kong 

ngkwokchu@mardep.gov.hk 

Mr XU Binsheng 
Maritime Safety Information, 
Beijing 

xubinsheng@msa.gov.cn 
hydro@msa.gov.cn 

Cyprus Mr Michael SAVVIDES 
Dept of Lands and Surveys, 
Nicosia 

msavvides@dls.moi.gov.cy 

Denmark  Mr Peter L. SOERENSEN 
National Survey and Cadastre, 
Copenhagen 

pls@kms.dk 

Ecuador 
Mr Andres PAZMIÑO 
Manrique 

Instituto Oceanográfico de la 
Armada, Guayaquil 

apazmino@inocar.mil.ec 

France Ms Elisabeth CALVARIN 
Commission nationale de 
toponymie, Paris 

elisabeth.calvarin@ign.fr 
e-calvarin@wanadoo.fr 

Greece 

LtCdr E. KARATAPANIS 
 

Hellenic Hydrographic Service, 
Athinai 

geopol@hnhs.gr 

LtCdr Evangelia SIOTROPOU Hellenic Navy, Athinai law@hellenicnavy.gr 

Guatemala 
Ms. Elsa Alejandra ESCOBAR 
Mancio 

Departamento Marítimo, 
Guatemala 

jefatura@deptomaritimo.gob.gt 
alejandra.mancio@gmail.com 

Iran Mr  Ahmad FOROUGHI 
Ports and Maritime 
Organization, Tehran 

foroughi@pmo.ir 

Italy Cdr Paolo LUSIANI 
Istituto Idrografico della Marina, 
Genoa 

Paolo.lusiani@marina.difesa.it 

Japan Mr Hideo NISHIDA 
Japan Hydrographic and 
Oceanographic Dept, Tokyo 

ico@jodc.go.jp 
nishida-vu2@jha.jp 

Korea, DPR 
Capt O Myong Chol 
Cdr KIM Kon Yong 

Hydrographic  Dept, Pyongyang busong@co.chesin.com 

Korea, Rep. of 

Prof Dr CHOO Sung Jae 
Dept of Geography, Kyung-Hee 
University, Seoul 

sjchoo@khu.ac.kr 

Mr RYU Yeon-Taek 
Dept of Geography Education, 
Chungbuk National University, 
Chungju 

ytryu@chungbuk.ac.kr 
 

Dr SHIM Moon Bo 
Korea Hydrographic and 
Oceanographic Administration, 
Incheon 

shimmb@korea.kr 
 

Morocco Capt Mohamed KHALIPHY 

Division Hydrographie, 
Océanographie et 
Cartographie, Marine Royale, 
Casablanca 

dhcmarine@yahoo.fr 

Nigeria Cdr Abubakar A MUSTAPHA  
Nigerian Navy Hydrographic 
Office, Lagos 

mustee009@gmail.com 
mustee009@yahoo.com 

Oman 
Mr Thani HARITH AL 
MAHROUKI 

Oman National Hydrographic 
Office, Muscat 

los@omantel.net.om  

Pakistan LtCdr Muhammad KHALID 
Pakistan Navy Hydrographic 
Dept, Karachi 

hydropk@paknavy.gov.pk 
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Peru Mr Jaime VALDEZ 
Dirección de Hidrografía y 
Navegación, Callao 

jvaldez@dhn.mil.pe 

Singapore Dr Parry OEI Maritime and Port Authority Parry_S_L_OEI@mpa.gov.sg 

South Africa Mr Malcolm NELSON SAN Hydrographic Office, Tokai hydrosan@iafrica.com 

Suriname Ms Bernice MAHABIER 
Maritime Authority Suriname, 
Paramaribo 

bmahabier@mas.sr 

Turkey Lt Eşref GÜNSAY 
Seyir, Hidrografi ve Osinografi 
Dairesi Baskanhgi, Istanbul 

info@shodb.gov.tr 
egunsay@shodb.gov.tr 

Ukraine 
Mr Oleg MARCHENKO 
Ms Natalya KIRILOVA 

Ukrmorkartografia, State 
Hydrographic Service, Kiev 

office@hydro.gov.ua 

UK Dr Robin HENSLEY 
United Kingdom Hydrographic 
Office, Taunton 

internationalrelations.ukho@ukho.gov.uk 

USA  

RAdm Christian ANDREASEN 
(Vice Chair) 

National Geo-intelligence 
Agency, Bethesda, MD 

christian.andreasen@nga.mil 

Ms Meredith WESTINGTON 
 

Office of Coast Survey, NOS, 
NOAA, Silver Spring, MD 

Meredith.westington@noaa.gov 
 

Venezuela Capt Luis PIBERNAT Morales 
Observatorio Naval Cagical, 
Caracas 

luispibernat@gmail.com 

IHB Name  Email 

 

VAdm Alexandros MARATOS 
(Chair)  
Ing en chef Michel HUET 

(Secretary) 

 
amaratos@ihb.mc 
mhuet@ihb.mc 
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Annex B to S-23 WG Letter 03/2010 
 

2nd Meeting of the IHO S-23 Working Group 
Singapore, 5-7 July 2010 

 
 DRAFT OUTCOMES  

 
1. Proposals by India 

a. To move Malacca Strait from Chapter 6 (South China Sea and Eastern Archipelagic Seas) to 

Chapter 5 (Indian Ocean). 

Due to their significance for international navigation, the WG agreed that Malacca and 
Singapore Straits be considered an independent area forming a separate administrative 
division in S-23. 
 

b. To change the western limit of Malacca Strait from T. Jamboaye – Lem Phra Chao to 

Pedropunt - Lem Phra Chao. 

Amendment of the western limit of Malacca Strait, as proposed by India, was agreed by the 
WG. 
 

2. Proposals by China 

a. To consider South China Sea an independent area forming a separate administrative division 

in S-23. 

The WG position was to defer consideration of China’s proposal to make South China Sea an 
independent area within S-23. 
 

b. To subsume Natuna Sea into South China Sea, so that the southern limit of South China Sea 

would be the same as in the 1953 3rd edition of S-23. 

The WG position was not to include Natuna Sea in the South China Sea, as proposed by 
China. China to re-consider their position and/or provide additional information to the Chair for 
circulation to WG members. 
 

c. To rename Beibu Gulf the existing Gulf of Tonkin, based on a 2005 agreement with Vietnam. 

The name Beibu Gulf, as proposed by China instead of Gulf of Tonkin, was agreed in principle 
by the WG. China to provide the Chair with the official agreement with Vietnam and information 
on actual technical usage, for circulation to WG members. Based on the responses received, 
the Chair to propose a way forward. 
 

d. To consider Beibu Gulf (Gulf of Tonkin) a sub-body of South China Sea. 

The WG agreed that Gulf of Tonkin / Beibu Gulf be considered a sub-body of the South China 
Sea, as proposed by China. 
 

e. To slightly amend the northern limit of South China Sea. 

Alteration of South China Sea’s northern limit, as proposed by China, was agreed by the WG. 
 

f. To consider Taiwan Strait a sub-body of East China Sea. 

The WG concluded that Taiwan should remain a separate body. 
 

g. To amend to Taiwan Dao the name of this island. 

Meeting participants to provide to the Chair their views on China’s proposal to name the island 
Taiwan Dao instead of Taiwan, by end of July 2010. Based on the responses received, the 
Chair will propose a way forward. 
 



 

 

h. To change East China Sea’ southern limit, from Hateruma Shima – Fu-kuei Chao to Hateruma 

Shima – Amlanan – E’luan Bi, so as to include a portion of the existing Philippine Sea in the 

East China Sea. 

The WG concluded that the existing limit should be retained.  
 

i. To remove Liadong Wan as a sub-body of Bo Hai. 

China’s proposal to remove Liaodong Wan as a sub-body of Bo Hai was agreed by the WG. 
 

j. To consider Bo Hai a separate body from Yellow Sea. 

Separation of Bo Hai from Yellow Sea, as proposed by China, was agreed in principle by the 
WG. China to provide written technical justification to the Chair who will circulate it to the WG 
members for final approval. 
 

k. To amend the line of demarcation between Bo Hai and Yellow Sea. 

The new line of demarcation between Bo Hai and Yellow Sea, as proposed by China, is 
agreed in principle. China and USA to provide the Chair with written technical justification for 
their respective proposals. These, together with IHB findings on the justification for the existing 
line dating back to 1986, will be circulated to WG members for final approval. 
 

l. To amend the eastern limit of the Yellow Sea. 

Bilateral discussions to take place between China and Rep of Korea regarding the changes 
proposed by China on the eastern limit of the Yellow Sea. Outcome of these discussions to be 
sent to the Chair by end of July 2010 for circulation to the WG members. 
 

m. To correct the spelling of several geographical names, and add some new names, relating to 

South China Sea and East China Sea (re: section 9 of China’s paper in S-23WG2-11A, Part 

10). 

 

The spelling corrections for various geographical names and the addition of new names  in the 
South China Sea and East China Sea, as proposed by China, were agreed by the WG, noting 
that the issues of Beibu Gulf / Gulf of Tonkin and Taiwan / Taiwan Dao have been addressed 
in § 2.c and 2.g, respectively. 
 

3. Sea area between the Korean peninsula and the Japanese archipelago.  

Australia, France, Japan and Republic of Korea to provide the Chair with their proposals for circulation 
to the members of the WG. WG members to provide the Chair, by the end of August 2010, with their 
views on these proposals. Based on the responses received, Chair will propose a way forward. 
 

4. Gulf / Sea of Oman.  

The WG examined the letter received at the IHB from the Sultanate of Oman and did not support the 
proposed change from Gulf of Oman to Sea of Oman. IHB to provide Oman with historical information 
on the limits of the Strait of Ormuz. 
 

5. Morocco’s requests.  

Change from Ras Espartel to Ras Spartel, as proposed by Morocco, was agreed by the WG. The WG 
position was not to change from Punta Almina to Ras Almina, as proposed by Morocco. 

 
 
Revision 1, 9 July 2010 

 


