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UNDERSEA  FEATURE  NAME  PROPOSAL 
(Sea NOTE overleaf) 

 
Note: The boxes will expand as you fill the form. 

Name Proposed: Açu Canyon Ocean or Sea: Atlantic Ocean 

 

Geometry that best defines the feature (Yes/No) : 

Point Line Polygon Multiple points Multiple lines* Multiple 
polygons* 

Combination of 
geometries* 

Yes Yes      

* Geometry should be clearly distinguished when providing the coordinates below. 

 Lat. (e.g. 63°32.6’N) Long. (e.g. 046°21.3’W) 

Coordinates: 

          (Central Point) 04°41.33’S 
4°.41.87 S 
4°.41.33 S 
4°.40.75 S 
4°.40.18V 
4°.39.75 S 
4°.39.30 S 
4°.39.07 S 
4°.38.70 S 
4°.38.42 S 
4°.38.10 S 
4°.37.42 S 
4°.36.90 S 
4°.36.38 S 
4°.38.02 S 
4°.37.68 S 
4°.36.88 S 
4°.36.33 S 
4°.35.47 S 

(Central Point) 036°36.12’W 
36°.36.03 W 
36°.36.05 W 
36°.35.73 W 
36°.35.38 W 
36°.35.40 W 
36°.34.75 W 
36°.34.73 W 
36°.34.87 W 
36°.34.92 W 
36°.34.68 W 
36°.33.62 W 
36°.33.05 W 
36°.32.30 W 
36°.34.53 W 
36°.34.70 W 
36°.34.35 W 
36°.34.27 W 
36°.34.70 W 

 

Feature Description: 

Maximum Depth: 1205 m   Steepness : 50° - 25° 

Minimum Depth : 108 m Shape :  

Total Relief : 1097 m Dimension/Size : 1km-6,2km width X 
14,5 km longer 

 

Associated Features: Guará Bank and Sirius Bank 

 

Chart/Map References: 

Shown Named on Map/Chart:  

Shown Unnamed on Map/Chart:  

Within Area of Map/Chart:  

Reason for 
Choice of Name 
(if a person, state 
how associated 
with the feature to 
be named): 

 
Açu is the name of a coastal city in the Rio Grande do Norte state, Brazil, and also one of the most 
important river in this area. 
Açu is a Tupi indigenous word that means big, bigger or huge.   
This name was published in the scientific paper  Almeida, N., Vital, H., and Gomes, M., 2015. 
Morphology of submarine canyons along the continental margin of the Potiguar Basin, NE Brazil. 

 

Discovery Facts: Discovery Date: May 2011 



Discoverer (Individual, Ship):  

 

Supporting Survey Data, including 
Track Controls: 

Date of Survey: May 2011 

Survey Ship: NHi Sirius (Directorate of Hydrography 
and Navigation) 

 

Sounding Equipment: Multibeam -  Simrad EM 302 
 

Type of Navigation: DGPS 

Estimated Horizontal Accuracy (nm):  

Survey Track Spacing: Full bottom covered 

Supporting material can be submitted as Annex in analog or digital form. 
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Proposer(s): 

Name(s): Helenice Vital 

Date: August 2017  

E-mail: helenicevital2004@yahoo.com.br 

Organization and Address: Geology and Geophysics Laboratory of  
Rio Grande do Norte Federal 
University. 

Concurrer (name, e-mail, organization 
and address): 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


