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Paper for Consideration by TSMAD

Descriptions for CATZOC for less reliable depths affected by tsunami

	Submitted by:
	Japan (JHOD)

	Executive Summary:
	This document shows an application of ZOC “U” for unsurveyed areas affected by huge tsunami.  It requests advice and comments on the manner of CATZOC description by JHOD.

	Related Documents:
	CSPCWG8-08.12A Depiction of Limits of Adequately Surveyed Area

	Related Projects:
	S-4


Introduction / Background

Japan reported on ‘Depiction of limits of adequately surveyed areas in ports attacked by tsunamis in March 2011’ at CSPC8 in Finland.  The meeting noted that ‘D’ meaning large depth anomalies may be expected, would be a more appropriate ZOC category than ‘U’ for unassessed.  The meeting also requested to report on application CATZOC to unsurveyed ‘less-reliable depths affected by tsunami’ at TSMAD and DQWG meetings for consideration.  
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Fig. 1 ZOC Diagram of Chart W64A “SENDAI”
Possibility of CATZOC value other than ‘U’ 

Meanings of the values “U” and “D” defined B297.9 in S-4 are quite different as followings:  

D: Typical Survey Characteristics. / Poor quality data or data that cannot be quality assessed due to lack of information.

U: Unassessed - The quality of the bathymetric data has yet to be assessed 

In the affected areas by the huge earthquakes, the ground level was significantly changed i.e. subsidence about 30 cm in Sendai area, huge tsunami dug the bottom of the sea, and lots of obstacles were scattered on the seafloor (See Fig. 2).  We need time to assess the accuracy of the depths in such area.  Therefore, we assigned the value “U” on the ZOC diagrams.
When mariners and maritime community immediately require chart information, a hydrographic organization should supply charts without assessment of data quality of some portions other than main route of vessel.  Although ZOC value indicated on chart must meaningful and useful for mariner as suggested in S-57 UOF, in the urgent case we cannot avoid applying ZOC “U” to not assessed depths.

JHOD is pleased to change the manor according to the advices of TSMAD and DQWG.     
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Fig. 2 Obstacles scattered on the seafloor in front of wharves
Action Required of TSMAD

To consider the above application of ZOC “U”, advise or comment on this matter.

