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About COMNAP

• Pupose : To develop and promote best 
practice in managing the support  of 
scientific research in Antarctica



  

How
• Serving as a forum to develop practices that 

improve  effectiveness of  activities in an 
environmentally responsible manner;

• Facilitating and promoting  international 
partnerships; 

• Providing opportunities and systems for 
information exchange



  

and

Providing the Antarctic Treaty System with 
objective and practical, technical and non-
political advice drawn from  the National 
Antarctic Programs' pool of expertise.

• COMNAP  is now a strategic, project-oriented 
organisation. 



  

2008-2009 COMNAP activities of 
interest to the HCA

• II Workshop “Towards improved SAR coordination and response in the 
Antarctic”, Monday 2 to Wednesday 4 November; Buenos Aires, 
Argentina. 

https://www.comnap.aq/content/events/sar2009

Among other Objectives, Conduct preliminary discussions on Prevention 
through training and Prevention through improved hydrography

https://www.comnap.aq/content/events/sar2009


  

COMNAP Ship Position Reporting System (SPRS)

C

2008-2009 COMNAP activities of 
interest to the HCA



  

COMNAP  SPRS
• For collaboration, and also safety
• Voluntary
• Email-based with Some interactivity
• Range of optional parameters
• Can update parameters separately
• Sends back list of positions/contacts
• Broadcasts daily list
• Connected to ship info database 



  

Parameters

• Position / Heading / Time
• Voyage 
• Pob
• Doctors
• Helicopters
• Endurance
• Berths available



  

Map Views (email & web)



  

Map Views (email & web)



  

Map Views (email & web)



  

Position Lists (email & web)



  

Position Lists (email & web)



  

To do next

• “next” way points (lat-long or locode)
• Increase participation 
• Pre-season advance schedule 
• Expand ship info database 
• Detailed reports on request 
• Exchange positions with IAATO



  

For more info

• http://www.comnap.aq/sprs/help 
or
• Email sprs@comnap.aq with 'help' in 

the subject line

http://www.comnap.aq/sprs/help
mailto:sprs@comnap.aq


  



  

•   

2008-2009 COMNAP activities of 
interest to the HCA



  

New COMNAP Antarctic facilities map published, 
including Search and Rescue information,

 March and July2009 editions, A0 and A2 sizes

Available for download and high quality printing

https://www.comnap.aq/publications/maps

2008-2009 COMNAP activities of 
interest to the HCA



  

COMNAP -HCA
JOINT  ACTIONS RESULTING FROM THE 8th HCA MEETING 

 Agenda item 6.2  -Action : 8/7 

Task: Review and update the existing guidelines to conduct hydrographic surveys using 
ships of opportunity, i.e. HCA document “Collection and Rendering of Hydrographic 
Data”, taking Doc. HCA8-INF8 into consideration. Submit new text to the HCA Chair 
for distribution to COMNAP at the 2009 HCA Seminar. 

By: USA (lead) and UK, in liaison with COMNAP 

Status: Done. Revised form available on IHO web. See HCA9-INF4. 



  

COMNAP -HCA
JOINT  ACTIONS RESULTING FROM THE 8th HCA MEETING 

Agenda item 6.2  -Action : 8/7 

Task: Review and update the existing guidelines to conduct hydrographic surveys using 
ships of opportunity, i.e. HCA document “Collection and Rendering of Hydrographic 
Data”, taking Doc. HCA8-INF8 into consideration. Submit new text to the HCA Chair 
for distribution to COMNAP at the 2009 HCA Seminar. 

By: USA (lead) and UK, in liaison with COMNAP 

Status:

•  Done. Revised form available on IHO web. See HCA9-INF4. 

• Presented at COMNAP AGM AUG 09 as follows , document posted at COMNAP web 
site

• Available for users







  

COMNAP -HCA
JOINT  ACTIONS RESULTING FROM THE 8th HCA MEETING 

 Agenda item 9.1  Action :8/17 

Task: Organize an HCA Seminar to raise awareness on the 
importance of hydrographic activities in Antarctica, as part of 
COMNAP Council in Punta Arenas, Chile, 03 August 2009, taking 
into consideration discussions held at HCA-8 on common interest to 
IHO-COMNAP. 

By: HCA Chair (lead), UK and Chile, in liaison with COMNAP 

Status: Done  as follows

 



  

COMNAP XXI AGM
Punta Arenas AUG09

Project: Hydrographic surveying:

HCA PRESENTATION



  

Objectives:

• To raise awareness at the operational level on 
the importance of hydrographic activity in the 
Antarctica, to achieve a better understanding of 
COMNAP on the existing risks associated to the 
present status of charting in the region and to 
explore ways to jointly improve the situation.

•  Introduction of Guidelines for the Collection and 
Rendering of Hydrographic Data obtained by 
“Ships of Opportunity” in Antarctic Waters.  



  

Hydrography in the Antarctica. 

• Speaker: Hugo Gorziglia, Captain Chilean Navy, former Chilean 
Hydrographer, Director IHB and Chairman HCA

• Content: What is hydrography? Why we need hydrography? 
What are and why the IHO and HCA exist and what they have 
been doing. INT Chart Scheme. Hydrographic priorities. SOLAS 
and the Antarctica.  IHO/COMNAP relationship. 



  

Title: Risks in Antarctic Operations related to 
Hydrography and Nautical Cartography. 

 Speaker: Ian Moncrieff, Rear Admiral, United Kingdom 
National Hydrographer, former Commanding Officer of HMS 
Endurance (the RN Antarctic Patrol Ships) and former 
Commander of British Forces in the South Atlantic. HCA Vice 
Chairman.

 Content: Antarctic Navigation and its risks. Extant of present 
coverage in and around the peninsula. Present approach to 
charting priorities based on observed routes used for different 
purposes. Work done to date and future work plans. Case studies. 
Liabilities, Paucity of SAR. How hydrography knowledge reduces 
the risk. Marine accidents and its impact on the marine 
environment. Role of hydrography in Antarctic operations. What is 
needed to operate with greater safety ness? Safe access to 
remote research areas.



  

Practical initiatives to improve hydrography 
and nautical cartography in Antarctica.

 Speaker: Enrique Silva, Commander, Head Department of Operations, 
Chilean Navy Hydrographic and Oceanographic  Service, and Chilean 
representative to the HCA. 

 Content: A resume of the problems based on previous presentations and 
the offer of conclusive measures that could be put jointly in place by 
COMNAP and IHO to improve safety for National Program vessels. IHO 
contribution to COMNAP to achieve its objectives.

 Introduction of Guidelines for the Collection and Rendering of Hydrographic 
Data obtained by “Ships of Opportunity” in Antarctic Water.  



H C A  rec omendations  on C oordina tion Proc edures  and 
M eas ures  to S upport the Ac tions  of the C ouple 

C OM N AP- IHO. (Pres entation a t C OM N AP by C dr S ilva ) 

C ons idering  that g overnment 
ves s el a re w orking  in a reas  of 
their c urrent nationa l interes t. 
The M aritime S hipping  R outes  
(M S R ) c ould be an us eful g raphic  
tool for planning . 



  

Future intersessional work and desired 
outcomes of HCA-9 

Coordination Procedures and Measures to S upport the 

Actions of the Couple COMNAP- IHO:

As with all surveying activities in Antarctica, it is  imperative to 

have a coordinated approach,to ensure there is no 

duplication of effort and  that the most urgent priorities are 

considered first. Advanced  P lanning S chedules of 

COMNAP and S PRS  database can be useful.



  

Future intersessional work and desired 
outcomes of HCA-9 

• Project Manager will be ......

• overseen and supported by COMNAP Vice-Chair ....



  

Thank you

• Any questions?
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