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	Executive Summary: 
	The 4th Edition of the MBSHC Statutes is in force since its approval at the XVth conference (Malta, October 2007). This paper suggests some additional amendments to this 4th Edition for various reasons. One is to offer the possibility for a MS to be represented by another MS during the MBSHC plenary Conferences. A second proposal suggests including, as an enclosure to the Statutes, the final rules for the designation of MBSHC Representatives to the IHO Council. Minor editorial changes are also included.

	Related Documents: 
	Final rules proposed by IT to the XVIIIth MBSHC Conference for the designation of MBSHC Representatives to the IHO Council (MBSHC18-xx).

	Related Projects:
Enclosure:

	Draft 5th Edition of the MBSHC Statutes
	/ 



Introduction / Background/Analysis/Discussion 
1. It is a fact that budget cuts in many countries make the physical participation of MS representatives in the IHO WGs and conferences of RHCs increasingly difficult. It might become even more challenging as soon as the new IHO Convention comes into force, with IHO Assemblies every 3 years and Councils every year.
2. For this primary reason, innovative ways for enabling active participation and contributions of all IHO MS should be encouraged in order to support the ambitious IHO programme of work and implement it through the RHCs.

3. In some locations and for some technical meetings, new technologies such as video-teleconferences are available and can save a lot of time and money. In some cases however, they are not efficient or reliable enough. 
4. The MBSHC is one of the RHCs which meets in plenary Conference, not every year as it is for most of them, but “at least once [and usually only once] between two ordinary successive IHO Conferences/Assemblies” (Art. 4). Notwithstanding, there is a number of Members, Associate Members or Observers who do/cannot not attend. Alternatives should be made to facilitate their involvement.
5. It is likely that the new IHO Convention will enter into force before the next ordinary IH Conference/Assembly planned in 2017. It is therefore suggested to incorporate some changes into the MBSHC Statutes in order to take into account the forthcoming regulations. One of which is the rules for the designation of the MBSHC representatives to the IHO Council.

6. The opportunity of this revision has been used to include some minor typographic corrections.

Recommendations 
7. In accordance with the Article 14 of the 4th Edition of the MBSHC Statutes, MBSHC members are invited to consider the amendments to the actual 4th Edition of the MBSHC Statutes as suggested, in red, in the draft 5th Edition (see the document in attachment).
Action required of MBSHC
7. The MBSHC is invited to approve the 5th Edition of the MBSHC Statutes at the XVIIIth Conference held in Istanbul, 25-27 Sept. 2013.
