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CMF Mission 

MISSION STATEMENT 
 

• Improve overall security and stability in the area of operations, 

 

• Assist in the development of maritime capacity building to help counter 

terrorist and piracy threats in the maritime area, 

 

• If requested, respond to environmental and humanitarian crises. 
 

 

 



Counter Piracy Operations 

 

BIG 3 

 

IDs  Average daily total force flow: 
• 5-8 surface vessels w/ helicopter 
• Supported by maritime patrol aircraft 
 
Operating mainly in Gulf of Aden (GOA) and  
the Somali Basin (SB) 
 
Special emphasis in International Recognized 
Transit Corridor (IRTC) 
 
Maintain situational awareness using SHADE, 
MERCURY and face-to-face meetings 

+ + 



A History of Piracy in the Indian Ocean 

Last successful piracy. 



Understanding Counter- Piracy Success 

   Coordinated and robust military presence 
   Effect of Best Management Practices 
   Private Armed Security Teams   
   Legal finish  



Piracy Incidents 2014 



False Alarm Assessment 

High rates of false alarms observed in 
BAM/ GOA & GOO mainly due to: 
 

 Better weather conditions 
 Higher shipping density 
 Intersection of fishing areas and 

shipping lanes 
 Increased presence of groups of 

dhows and skiffs fishing in these 
areas.  

 Possibly PAGS conducting probes 
 

 

 



Information Card 

TURN AWAY FROM  MV 

Don’t come close. Turn away from MV as early as 
possible and slow down so they know you not a threat. 

MVs have armed security teams. If you approach the 
MV, you could be in danger. 

ARMED SECURITY ONBOARD 

Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) 

Combined Task Force 151 (CTF 151) 

CMF is a professional naval force that acts to 
protect legitimate maritime activities and secure 
freedom of navigation.  

CTF 151 is focused on the disruption of piracy and 
armed robbery at sea. In conjunction with NATO, 
EUNAVFOR and other nations such as  China, India 
and Russia.  

AVOID APPROACHING MV 

Merchant Vessels (MVs) are suspicious that small 
boats might be pirates. 
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• Piracy Threat = Capability + 
Opportunity + Intent 

 Intent and Capability remain 

• Opportunity checked by: 

 Naval presence 

 BMP 

 PAST 

• Risk of resurgence of piracy 

 Fewer maritime forces 

 Less adherence to BMP 
 

Current Situation 



Naval Force Flow 

2016 

2016 
 

 
2015 

 

2016 

 

2017 

 

CTF151 
Command 

periods 

All missions undergo 
continual review 
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Al Quaeda 

“Paralyse international trade” 

 

“Any of their ships are 

legitimate targets” 

 

“Simultaneous attack on 

western shipping or western 

oil tankers” 

 

“Create a crisis in the energy 

market” 
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Combined Task Force 150 

 

Hash 

Highway 

 

Southern Route 

“Smack Track” 

Mission: Conduct MSO in order to counter terrorism 

Makran Coast 
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CMF Drug Seizure 2012-2014 
CMF seizures for 2014: 

- 3400 kg of Heroin 

- 18490 kg of Hash  



Successes 

2012 2013 2014 Total (kg) 

Hashish 816 ~10 750 ~18 500 ~30 000 

Heroin 758 ~2000 ~3500 ~6250 

Meth 0 24 12 36 
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*Source UNODC - total production from 
Afghanistan 



Counter Terrorism / Narcotics Challenges 

• Links between Violent Extremist Organisations and illicit cargo trafficking 

not widely appreciated or recognised 

 

• Proliferation of narcotics trafficking at sea not appreciated 

 

• Many countries (including many of those in CMF) see present counter 

narcotics operations as a constabulary vice a naval role 

 

• Regional Countries do not have the capacity to patrol their own maritime 

zones 

 

• Existing legal framework for countering narcotics operations on the high 

seas are not tailored to support practical legal outcomes: 

– to conduct initial boarding 

– to seize and/or detain if narcotics are discovered 



Migrant Smuggling 



Charcoal 

• Popular in KSA and UAE 

• Provides income to Al-

Shabab 

• Environmental 

devastation in Somalia 

• Export banned by UN 



Smuggling Ports/Routes/Destinations 



Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) 

Fishing 



Summary 



Questions 


