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Definition of ”Adequate Comprehensive Survey” and its use on North Sea Survey Progress Charts NSHC 1 and NSHC 2





The North Sea Hydrographic Commission during its eleventh session in Copenhagen 1978,





Having studied the 1978 edition of NSHC  1 which includes the blue overprint described in Conclusion No. 35;





Confirms the need to retain the categories ”Changeable areas requiring periodic resurvey” and ”Areas which have an adequate comprehensive survey”;





Recognizing the need for a common understanding of these categories, consulted IHB Special Publication 44 which emphasises that ”the planning for each hydrographic survey and the preparation of appropriate specifications is a unique task, and it is not possible to prepare a treatise on accuracy standards for hydrographic surveys which would be applicable for any area to be surveyed”,





accordingly





Agrees on the following definition:





1. ”Adequate Comprehensive Survey” is a classification for use on NSHC 1 which is revised and       republished approximately every 18 months i.e. before each NSHC Conference. 





2.  ”Adequate Comprehensive Survey” is the classification applied to those areas where the existing surveys are of such a standard that detailed re-examinations of the areas concerned are unlikely to be required in the foreseeable future. In areas where the sea bed is subject to changes, periodic resurvey is required at least every 10 years.





3.  The assessment of adequacy of an existing survey is based on professional opinion which takes into account such factors as the general depths and nature of the area, the present use, and expected future use of the area, the likelihood of wrecks and other obstructions and the limitations (if any) imposed by the techniques used during the survey.





4.  Involved in the use of this classification is the need to review periodically the areas to which it has been applied so as to cater for the possibility of changes in the factors referred to in paragraph 3 above.





Also





Recommends to IHB that the need for revision of Special Publication 44 be considered,





also, having taken note of the effect of the blue stipple and cross-ruling overprinted on the 1978 edition of NSHC 1,





Decides that, in future, this information should be displayed on a separate transparent overlay NSHC 2, to be used in conjunction with NSHC 1. NSHC 2 should also be used to record the limits of areas which competent authorities have recommended for hydrographic survey to meet specific needs. Relevant details of the nature and source of those recommendations should also be given on NSHC 2. Accordingly the proposed routes for tankers, as tabled by UK at the eleventh conference, should be inserted on NSHC 2.
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