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 Legal Status of the International Hydrographic Bureau





The Third Conference of the North Sea Hydrographic Commission,





Being aware of the lack of progress made with regard to the problem of the Legal Status of the International Hydrographic Bureau; in spite of the efforts of the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau and many State Members to resolve this problem,





Being convinced that such Legal Status is of great importance to enable the International Hydrographic Bureau effectively to carry on and expand its co-ordinating task of providing an effective and uniform chart coverage and navigational information service for the benefit and safety of all mariners, but not wanting special privileges for its Director or employees individually,





Having taken notice of the information received from the International Hydrographic Bureau that the 1958 Convention requiring a total of 26 acceptances has been signed by only 14 State Members and ratified by only 6 of these,





Having taken further notice of the fact that the latest instrument of ratification was deposited on May 3rd, 1962,





Gratefully acknowledging the work done by the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau, France, Great Britain, Italy and the Netherlands in February 1964, in attempting to solve this problem with the help of Foreign Office legal advisers, resulting in the production of alternative draft conventions (called the ”short” and the ”longer” draft) which are appended to this conclusion,





Observing that the International Council for the Exploration of the Seas (ICES), being an older but similar international organisation, has recently acquired inter-governmental status by Convention,





Concludes that its members should be asked to seek the advice and assistance from their respective Foreign Offices or Ministries in obtaining legal status for the International Hydrographic Bureau, provided the President of the Directing Committee of this Bureau has first given his consent to do so to the Chairman of the Commission,





Requests that the Hydrographers of Great Britain and the Netherlands together prepare two preliminary draft ”General Regulations” to be attached to the short and the longer draft conventions in anticipation of the consent above-mentioned; such ”General Regulations” to contain those parts of the present statutes not incorporated in the short or longer draft Conventions, and without changing the existing customs of the International Hydrographic Bureau or the sense of those parts of the statutes,





Requests furthermore that these draft ”Conventions” should be laid before the respective Foreign Offices or Ministries together with the preliminary draft ”General Regulations” which belong to them after such consent has been obtained,





Welcomes the offer of the Chairman of the Commission for the forthcoming period to ask his Government to seek the views and comments of the Governments of the other members,





Decides that this Conclusion shall be brought to the attention of the Directing Committee of the International Hydrographic Bureau.
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