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Crowd Sourcing Survey Techniques 
Explanatory Note 

 

Crowd Sourcing is the use of “ships of opportunity” that carry echo sounders  
to collect depth and positional data; ov er time the depth information can be 
built up confirming the reliability of t he data. This data could then be used to 
improve navigational charts.  
This initiative is the modern interpre tation of using passage soundings which, 
historically can be f ound on many curr ent charts and is the basis  of the 
GEBCO dataset. There are ongoing discussions between h ydrographic 
specialists who expect all hydr ographic data to meet S-44 standards and 
those wishing to update charts with old or non existent data.  
The UKHO is current involved in a Crowd Sourced Bathymetry (CSB) trial. It 
is a joint venture between UKHO, Internat ional Association of Antarctic Tour  
Operators (IAATO), CARIS a nd SURVICE. The a im of which is to bring data 
gathering and crowd sourcing together, using vessels of oppor tunity to log 
depth and position data, which is t hen uploaded to t he web f or 
processing. The ultimate goal is to deliver better navigat ional situational 
awareness to remote areas of the wo rld that have not been sy stematically 
surveyed. 
Member states are invited to consider the use and collection of crowd sourced 
data within the SWPHC region.  
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