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MSI in NAVAREA XIV 

Submitted by New Zealand 
 

1. Background: 
 
The limits of NAVAREA XIV are given as: 
 
69° 37’S, 160° 00’E (Antarctic coast) to 
45° 00’S, 160° 00’E to 
29° 00’S, 170° 00’E to 
00° 00’N, 170° 00’E to 
00° 00’N, 120° 00’W to 
73° 50’S, 120° 00’W (Antarctic coast) 
 

 
 
 
New Zealand Coastal Warning Area ‘Z’ is depicted below. 
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NAVAREA XIV with all Coastal Warning Areas depicted below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NAVAREA XIV and New Zealand Coastal Warnings are broadcast via: 
 
Taupo Maritime Radio ZLM (Radio Telephony) at the first scheduled time following receipt and then at the 
scheduled times as per ALRS Vol 3(2), 2017/2018 Edition whilst the warnings are in force or until they have 
been promulgated by other means; and 
 
EGC SafetyNET II system via the Pacific Ocean Region (POR) and Atlantic Ocean Region – West (AOR-W) 
satellites, through the Inmarsat Maritime Safety Servers for broadcast to Inmarsat C and Mini C via the 
Network Control Station (NCS) and to Fleet Safety via the Broadband Global Area Network Satellite Access 
Station (BGAN SAS). Warnings broadcast on receipt and scheduled at 0900 and 2100 UTC. 
 
The warnings are broadcast and monitored by Taupo Maritime Radio through a Mobile Earth Station (MES).  
The Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) assists New Zealand in monitoring repeat EGC transmissions 
via an EGC supervisory system.  Transmitted NAVAREA XIV and New Zealand Coastal Navigation Warnings are 
emailed to Taupo Maritime Radio, where the Coastal Warnings are checked, and NAVAREA XIV warnings are 
forwarded to the NAVAREA XIV Coordinator. 
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Operational Points of Contact for National Co-ordinators within the NAVAREA 
 

COUNTRY INSTITUTION TELEPHONE  FACSIMILE EMAIL 

Cook Islands 
Ministry of 
Transport 

+682 28810  
saungaki.rasmussen@cookislan
ds.gov.ck  

French 
Polynesia 

JRCC Tahiti +689 541 616 +689 404 23915 contact@jrcc.pf  

Fiji Maritime Safety 
Authority Fiji 

+679 331 5266 +679 331 3127 msi@msaf.com.fj 

Kiribati Ministry of 
Information, 
Communications, 
Transport & Tourism 
Development 

+686 730 97992  riennang.ioane@mcttd.gov.ki 
 

New 
Caledonia 

MRCC New 
Caledonia 

+687 292 332 +687 292 303 operations@mrcc.nc 
 

New Zealand RCCNZ +64 4 577 8030 +64 4 577 8038 rccnz@maritimenz.govt.nz 
 

Niue Ministry of 
Transport 

+683 6983  lynsey.talagi@mail.gov.nu 

Samoa Ministry if Works, 
Transport & 
Infrastructure 

+685 21 611  tapaga.collins@mwti.gov.ws 
makerita.atonio@mwti.gov.ws 

Tonga, 
Kingdom of 

Ministry of 
Infrastructure, 
Marine & Ports 
Division 

+676 22 555 +676 42 467 sioelif@infrastructure.gov.to 

Tuvalu  +688 20055  taasi.pitoi@gmail.com  

Wallis & 
Futuna 

MRCC New 
Caledonia 

+687 292 332 +687 292 303 operations@mrcc.nc 

 
 
2. Comments: 
 
The NAVAREA XIV Coordinator has initiated six monthly communications checks with the nine National 
Coordinators (outside of New Zealand) in an effort to improve communications and ensure contact details are 
correct.  To date the response rate has been 100%. 
 
NAVAREA XIV EGC Messages 
 

2016 2017 2018 

98 145 190 
  
The increase in NAVAREA XIV Warnings is predominantly due to improved communications with Pacific Island 
National Coordinators through the efforts of the SWPHC Members and the IHO Capacity Building Programme 
(see item 6) resulting in more MSI received. 
 
Subjects of NAVAREA XIV Warnings included casualties to AtoNs, pipe and cable laying operations, space 
debris, tsunami threats, dredging operations, drifting hazards, shoals located, wrecks located, drilling 
operations and gunnery exercises.  During 2018 warnings were broadcast regarding the Inmarsat migration of 
GMDSS Services from the I-3 to the I-4 satellite constellation. 
 



NAVAREA XIV Report to SWPHC 16 
 

Page 4 

MSI Received from Coastal States within NAVAREA XIV 
 

Coastal State/Country 
Number of MSI 

messages 
Topics/Subjects of messages 

IHO CB Funded MSI 
Courses Attended 

Cook Islands 2 Wrecks 
2010, 2014, 2016, 
2018 

Fiji 64 
AtoN, Cable laying ops, 
Pipeline installations, Wrecks 

2010, 2014, 2016, 
2018 

French Polynesia 37 
Military exercises, Space 
debris 

2010, 2014, 2016, 
2018 

New Caledonia 28 Military exercises 
2010, 2014, 2016, 
2018 

Niue 1*  2016, 2018 

Samoa 1 AtoN 2016, 2018 

Tonga 6 AtoN, Wrecks, Shoal 2016, 2018 

Tuvalu 1 AtoN 2016, 2018 

Wallis & Futuna 
Covered by New 

Caledonia 
 

Covered by New 
Caledonia 

Kiribati 3 AtoN 2016, 2018 
* MSI message received but no warning required 
 
3. National reports 
 
Templates sent to 10 National Coordinators in Navarea XIV.  Nine completed reports received and appended 
to this report. 
 
4. NAVTEX Coverage: 
 
N/A 
 
5. Operational Issues: 
 
NAVAREA XIV 
 
The Inmarsat I3-I4 migration, specifically the westerly repositioning of the POR and AOR-W satellites 
challenged New Zealand’s ability to monitor NAVAREA and METAREA XIV EGC broadcasts.  Without any 
landmass in the area of NAVAREA/METAREA XIV under the new AOR-W footprint, an EGC receiver could not 
be physically located to monitor AOR-W EGC reception.  NAVAREA XIV has initiated the following model, with 
the support of the WWNWS Chair, to monitor MSI broadcasts: 
 
Following every MSI broadcast 

 All broadcast transmissions are monitored via the SafetyNET II interface, which provides system 
confirmation of message status and text display of the message sent.  Monitoring of broadcast 
reception via the POR satellite continues via the existing INM-C EGC receiver. 

 
Once Daily 

 A ship in the eastern part of NAVAREA XIV, under the AOR-W footprint is identified via Satellite AIS (S-
AIS) and requested to confirm message reception. 

 
National Coordinators 
 
As per National Coordinator reports. 
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6. Capacity Building: 
 
LINZ and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs & Trade (NZ Aid programme) are working together on the Pacific 
Regional Navigation Initiative (PRNI) to improve maritime safety throughout the region. Initially a 5 year 
programme, in January 2018 it was extended by 2 years to 2021. LINZ has a focus on the Cook Islands, Niue, 
Samoa, Tokelau and Tonga. This project includes; hydrography risk assessments for Niue, Samoa and Tokelau 
(completed); capacity building to assist PICs reach Phase 1 of the IHO Capacity Building Strategy, in particular, 
the establishment of a National MSI Coordinator position; and hydrographic surveys in Cook Islands, Niue, 
Samoa and Tonga to improve chart adequacy and accuracy. 
 
Through the South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission (SWPHC) Capacity Building Programme, a MSI 
training course was held in Wellington, New Zealand between 6th and 9th August 2018.  Participants from 14 
Pacific Island Countries (PIC) attended  – Cook Islands, Fiji, French Polynesia, Kiribati, New Caledonia, Marshal 
Islands, Niue, Papua New Guinea, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  The training 
was led by the NAVAREA XIV Coordinator, with support from LINZ as the SWPHC CB Coordinator, and with 
instructional assistance from NAVAREA X. 
 
New Zealand has received requests for travel to individual countries to deliver MSI training, in addition to 
facilitating regional MSI courses.  As all National Coordinators are invited to and have participated in the 
regional courses,  New Zealand believes the biennial SWPHC Regional MSI Courses provide the most effective 
and efficient method for delivering MSI training to all SWPHC National Coordinators.  If additional, abbreviated 
MSI workshops can be accommodated within existing assistance programmes, the NAVAREA XIV Coordinator 
will endeavour to facilitate these during SAR training visits, however National Coordinators should understand 
that the travel and logistics to conduct individual training in addition to scheduled courses would place 
significant pressure on already committed resources. 
 
National Coordinators are aware that guidance and support is not limited to the formal training courses; the 
NAVAREA XIV Coordinator is available 24/7 to assist. 
 
The IHO is actively encouraging Regional Hydrographic Commissions to identify National MSI Coordinators who 
can be appointed as additional MSI trainers.  It is envisaged that MSI trainers would become part of the 
delivery team.  This initiative is an action identified at IHO’s Inter-Regional Coordination Committee at IRCC9 
(Actions 2, 3, 4 & 5) and Capacity Building Sub-Committee at CBSC15 (action 15), June 2017.  In May 2018, the 
SWPHC Chair invited Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji (MSAF), as National MSI Coordinator, to become part of 
the delivery team.  MSAF supports this initiative and Mr Sunil Kumar was part of the team delivering the MSI 
training in August 2018. 
 
In conjunction with the Maritime New Zealand (MNZ) and Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) the 
Rescue Coordination Centre New Zealand (RCCNZ) continues to deliver Search and Rescue and Maritime Safety 
and Prevention Training across the Pacific through the Pacific Maritime Safety Programme (PMSP).  During 
2018, RCCNZ has delivered training and coordinated on water SAR exercises in Tonga, Kiribati, Samoa and 
Tuvalu,  with further training scheduled for 2019.  The training being delivered by New Zealand is part of a 
larger Pacific Community (SPC) capacity building program with a long term view to improve SAR governance, 
SAR coordination and SAR Response proficiency in the region. 
 
7. Other Activities: 
 
New Zealand is actively involved with a number of IMO and IHO Sub-Committees and Working Groups; and 
capacity building in the SWP region through the Regional Hydrographic Commission and the NZ Aid 
Programme, PRNI 
 
8. NAVAREA Website: 
 
NAVAREA XIV warnings in force:  www.maritimenz.govt.nz/navarea 
The website is updated daily during normal office working hours.   
The date and time of the last update is displayed on the web site. 
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9. NAVAREA Contact Information: 
 
NAVAREA XIV Coordinator 
Maritime New Zealand 
RCCNZ 
41 Percy Cameron Street, Avalon Studios Level 1 
PO Box 30050 
LOWER HUTT 5040  
New Zealand 
Tel: +64 4 577 8030 (24 hours) 
FAX: +64 4 577 8038 (24 hours) 
E-mail rccnz@maritimenz.govt.nz (24 hours) 
Website: http://www.maritimenz.govt.nz/navarea 
  
10. Actions requested: 
 
The New Zealand representative to SWPHC to note the information provided. 
 
11. Synopsis: 
 
This report highlights the MSI activities for the year 2018.  New Zealand is actively involved with a number of 
IMO and IHO Sub-Committees and Working Groups; and capacity building in the SWP region for MSI, charting 
and hydrography through the Regional Hydrographic Commission and the NZ Aid Programme, PRNI, and 
maritime safety and SAR through the Pacific Community (SPC) and PMSP.  The NAVAREA XIV Coordinator is 
regularly engaging with the National Coordinators in NAVAREA XIV in an effort to improve communications 
and ensure contact details are correct.
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