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-
 
Dear Hydrographer, dear colleagues, 
 
It is with great pleasure that I inform you that the 9th meeting of the IHO South West 
Pacific Hydrographic Commission (SWPHC) will take place in Port Moresby, Papua 
New Guinea, during the week of March 9-13, 2009.  
On behalf the SWPHC members, I would like first to ask the director of the National 
Maritime Safety Agency (NMSA) of Papua New Guinea and his staff to accept our 
most grateful thanks for their kind invitation to arrange our 9th meeting in their country. 
We believe that this event, hosted by Papua New Guinea for the first time, is a 
demonstration that hydrography is now clearly identified in the region as a key 
component of safety at sea and of all marine activities in relation with the protection of 
environment and a sustainable development. 
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As agreed with NMSA, it is our intention to have a one-day technical workshop and a 
two-day plenary session during the week. Then, and as stated in the CL 01/2008 quoted 
in reference, following up the decisions made at the 8th meeting of the SWPHC 
(Papeete, 19-20 Sep. 2007), it is in my opinion that three main objectives should be 
considered during the workshop and the meeting with the highest priority: 
 

- assessment of the situation in the region in terms of hydrographic services to be 
provided in compliance with SOLAS, Chap V, Reg. 9 against maritime 
requirements ; 

- development of hydrographic capabilities in the island States ; 
- implementation of an adequate ENC coverage to meet IMO requirements.   

 
In order to prepare the agendas of the 9th meeting and the technical workshop, I would 
be grateful to you if you can provide SHOM1, by November 30, 2008, with your inputs, 
proposals and comments. A standard draft agenda of the SWPHC meeting is given in 
enclosure for your initial consideration. The programme of the workshop will be 
defined in liaison with the IHB, in the light of the technical joint IMO-IHO workshop 
on hydrography which will take place in Fiji in October 2008 on one hand, and in 
accordance with any requirement made by Papua New Guinea which may wish to 
involve their political authorities, or by any member or associate member in the area, on 
the other hand.  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 

Vice-admiral (hydro.) Gilles Bessero, 
Chief Executive of SHOM 
Chairman of the IHO South West Pacific Hydrographic Commission 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                      
1 Ingénieur en chef Yves Guillam, Head of Policy, Plans and External Relations,  
   Tel. (+33) 1 53 66 97 80, yves.guillam@shom.fr 
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Copie(s) extérieure(s) : SHOM's rep. in the Pacific (Head of the Pacific 
Oceanographic Group)  

Copie(s) intérieure(s) : Archives générales - 7048 
 



    

  

Mailing list 
 

Members 
 
 

 Australia 
Australian Hydrographic Service, 8 Station Street, Wollongong, NSW 2500  
Telephone: +61 (0) 2 4221 8500  
Fax: +61 (0) 2 4221 8599  
E-mail: international.relations@hydro.gov.au, Rod.Nairn@defence.gov.au 
 

 Cook Islands 
Halton Green East 
Halton 
Lancaster LA2 6PA 
United Kingdom 
Tel : +44 (0) 1524 812870 
E-mail : fin.cookislands@btconnect.com 
 

 Fiji 
Fiji Islands Maritime Safety Administration (FIMSA) Hydrographic Office G.P.O. Box 
326 Suva  
Telephone: +679 3315266  
Fax: +679 3303251  
E-mail: hydrographic@sopacsun.sopac.org.fj, felix.maharaj@govnet.gov.fj, 
fimsa@connect.com.fj 
 

 Kiribati 
Ministry of Communication, Transport 
and Tourism Development 
P.O. Box 487 
Betio 
TARAWA 

 

Fax : 00 686 26 193 
E-mail : secretary@mict.gov.ki 
 
 

 Nauru 
Ministry of Transport 
P.O. Box 449 
Aiwo District 

 

Fax : 00 674 444 3188 
E-mail : secretary.transport@naurugov.nr 
 

 New Zealand 
Land Information New Zealand National Topographic / Hydrographic Authority Private 
Box 5501 Wellington 6145 
Telephone: +64 4 471 6856; +64 4 460 0110  
Fax: +64 4 471 6894; +64 4 472 2244  
E-mail: info@linz.govt.nz, agreenland@linz.govt.nz, dmole@ linz.govt.nz 
 
 
 
 
 



    

  

 Papua New Guinea 
Papua New Guinea Hyd. Service National Maritime Safety Authority Level 2, MMI 
Insurance Building P.O. Box 668 Port Moresby  
Telephone: +675 321 1244  
Fax: +675 321 0873  
E-mail: jkunda@nmsa.gov.pg, crupen@nmsa.gov.pg 
 

 Republic of Vanuatu 
Vanuatu Maritime Authority 
PO Box 320 
Port Vila (Efate) 
Republic of Vanuatu 
Tel : +678 23 128 
Fax : +678 22 949 
E-mail : vma@vanuatu.com.vu, laurentparente-vanuatu-imo@hotmail.com 
 

 Samoa 
Ministry of Works Transport & Infrastructure 
P.O. Box 1607 
APIA 
Fax : 00 685 21990/25419 
Mr. Va’aelua Nofo Va’aelua 
E-mail : nvaaelua.mwti@samoa.ws 
 

 Solomon Islands 
Solomon Islands Hydrographic (SIHO) 
Chief Hydrographic Officer 
Department of Lands and Surveys 
P.O. Box 1224 
HONIARA 
Fax : 00 677 23110 
Capt.Pascal Ohoau  
 

 Tokelau 
M. Zak.Patelesio 
E-mail : zak-p@lesamoa.net 
 

 Tonga 
Address: Tonga Defence Services 
P.O. Box 72 
Nuku Alofa  
Telephone: +676 24696-7  
Fax: +676 23150  
E-mail: hydro.navy.tds@defence.gov.to, sina.fifita@ defence.gov.to 
 

 Tuvalu 
Captain Alexander J. C. Morrison 
14, Cherry Orchard 
Woodchurch, 
Ashford, KENT 
United Kingdom 
TN26 3QX 
Tel : +44 (0) 1233860457 
Fax : +44 (0) 1233860457 
E-mail : Amorrison@tvship.com 



    

  

 
 United Kingdom 

United Kingdom Hydrographic Office Admiralty Way Taunton Somerset TA1 2DN 
Telephone: +44 1823 337900  
Fax: +44 1823 284077  
E-mail: internationalrelations.ukho@ukho.gov.uk 
 

 United States of America 
Commander, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command Attention: Director of 
Ocean.Operations for Navigation NAVOCEANO Code 00 1002 Balch Blvd.  Stennis 
Space Center Mississippi, 39522-5001  
Telephone: +1 (228) 688 4203 (Commander: +1 (228) 688 4189)  
Fax: +1 (228) 688 5701 
E-mail : steve.barnum@noaa.gov, andreasonc@nga.mil, john.d.cousins@navy.mil 
 

 Bureau Hydrographique International 
4 quai Antoine 1er 
BP 445 
MC 98011 MONACO CEDEX 
Principauté de Monaco 
Fax : 00 377 93108140 
E-mail : info@ihb.mc 

 
 The European Commission 

Directorate General for Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 
J-99 07/12 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
E-mail : iain-shepherd@ec.europa.eu 

 
 Pacific Islands Maritime Association 

PacMA Secretariat 
Regional Maritime Programme 
Private Mail Bag 
SUVA 
Fiji 
E-mail : MeganS@spc.int 
 

 Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC) 
SOPAC Secretariat 
Private Mail Bag, GPO 
SUVA 
Fiji Islands 
Fax : 00 679 337 0040 
E-mail : director@sopac.org, litia@sopac.org 

 
 Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) 

SPC Headquarters 
BP D5 
98848 Nouméa Cédex 
95 Promenade Roger Laroque 
Anse Vata 
New-Caledonia 
Fax : 00 687 26 20 00 
E-mail : spc@spc.int 



    

  

Draft Agenda of the 9th IHO SWPHC Conference 
 
1.   Welcome & Opening Remarks 

(Chair and Host Nation) 
 
2.   Approval of the Agenda 

(Chair) 
 
2a.  Election of Chair and Vice Chair 

(Chair) 
 
3. Review of Action Items from the 8th SWPHC Conference (Papeete – September 

2007) 
(Chair, All Members) 

 
4.   Exchange of information through National Reports 

(All Members) 
 

5.   Reports from other international, regional agencies and observers 
(IHB, SOPAC, SPC, PacMA, IMO, etc) 

 
6. Reports on IHO meetings (ISPWG, WEND, CHRIS) 

(Chair, IHB, all Members) 
 
7.   Reports on IHO CBC meetings and actions.  

(Australia) 
 

 
8. Preparation of the 4th Extraordinary IHO Conference, June 2009.  

   (All Members, IHB) 
 

9. Review of the INT Chart Scheme for Area L 
(INT Chart Co-ordinator) 

 
10. Regional co-operation in surveying and chart production 

(All Members) 
 
11. IHO Special Publication S-55 (Status of Hydrographic Surveying and Nautical 

Charting Worldwide)   
(IHB and All Members) 

 
12. Progress with Production and Distribution of ENC’s (Impact of WEND 11 and 

CHRIS 20) 
(INT Chart Co-ordinator, IHB, All Members) 

 
13. Other Business – Preparation of the World Hydrography Day 2009 
   (All Members) 
 
14. Summary of Resolutions, Decisions, Recommendations and Actions 

(Chair) 
 

15. Date and Venue of next conference 
 
16. Closing Remarks 


