Hi ghli ghts of Extraordi nary East Asia Hydrographi c Comr ssion
(EAHC) Meeting — 22-24 FEB 05, Seoul, Korea

Menber attendees: China, |ndonesia, Japan, Korea, Malaysi a,
Phi | i ppi nes, Singapore, Thail and
Non- nember Cbservers: |HO reps, Brunei Darussalam UK, US

Tsunam Di scussi on

I ndonesi a needs hydro surveys of 15 ports, channels, and
associ ated new charts. Priority is along the west coast of
Aceh Province (bathy, coastline, and AtoN s). Total estimated
cost to conplete ~ $2.8M (US)

Mal aysi a has al ready done substantial investigations in the
Straits of Malacca (SOM. Noted that they have not received
any shipping conplaints wt depths in the straits, there are
no reports of tidal abnormalities, and no indications of
damage or shift of navaids in the straits. They reported that
overall, depths in the SOM have changed, but have mainly
deepened and that the Tsunanm may not be the reason for the
sedi nent transport. They proposed reactivation of the 4
Nations Joint Survey (Ilndonesia, Ml aysia, Singapore, Japan)
to resurvey the SOM

Thai |l and briefed that nuch of their hydrographic resources
were destroyed in the Tsunam, and that the areas nost heavily
damaged wer e Phang-Na and Phuket. They are planning a 3-year
hydrographic plan in S. Thailand as follows: 2005 —
resurvey/chart 16 nmjor areas in support of safety of

navi gation and tourism 2006 — coastline survey from Ranong to
Phuket, 2007 — coastline survey from Phuket to Satun.
Additionally, they are installing 9 digital tide gages in the
Andaman Sea for both tides and tsunam early warning. They
have purchased a new nulti beam (MB) sonar and nmade a request
for a MB training course by a country with MB experience.
VADM Maratos (IHB) formally announced a special session on 16
APR in Mnaco, behind the 3'9 EIHC, to discuss Tsunani issues
and coordi nate needed support fromIHO Note: reconmend CAPT
Best or Barb Reed present the brief given by Tom Cuff at EAHC
re US-1ndonesi a Post-Tsunam Surveys at this special session

i n APR.

UK briefed that HVMS Scott has checked and di sproved the 4
reported shoal soundings in the SOM

VADM Mar at os briefed an 10C project to establish an Indian
Ocean Tsunam Warning Systemlike that in the Pacific. This
woul d be a 3-year programwi th technical coordination by |IOC
and | HO but with regional country participation. Phase 1 wll



be to gather all avail able data, and phase 2 will be the
execution of needed surveys. Noted that there was |ess than
ent husi astic response from Australia (CAPT Ward), |ndonesi a,
Mal aysi a, and Thailand. VADM Maratos will brief this
initiative at NTOHC and will put out nore detail after that.
Si ngapore nmade a proposal for a disaster coordination
mechani snmireporting structure for EAHC nenbers that received
very favorable coments from neeting participants. Singapore
will add nore details and budget figures and submt to the
EAHC Chair for forwarding to IHB for discussion at the APR
speci al session.

SPWG Di scussi on

After initial discussion, the Chairman (Korea) announced that
the EAHC will, as a conm ssion, support the SPW5 Proposal in
full. However, he did not poll each country individually.

Chi na and Si ngapore both nade strong statenments in support of
adopting the whol e SPWG package

Japan said that while his country/government has |isted sone
reconmended nodifications within the Red Book, they are too
detail oriented and that Japan supports the overall direction
of the SPWG proposals.

Mal aysi a voi ced overal |l support, but al so sonme concerns re how
Counci| nenbers are sel ected and associ ated roles. They want
some council menbers to be allowed in on a voluntary basis,
and those volunteers be allowed a say in Council issues, vice
observer status only — said they may nake a snall recomended
anendnment during the APR conference. The chairnman re

enphasi zed wanting to present a united EAHC “support” position
for the SPWG proposal s.

VWil e they made no public conment, |ndonesia and Philippines
wer e approached individually, and both indicated they would
support the SPWG proposal

In sidebar discussion with CAPT Ward of Australia, he

i ndi cated that AUS will fully support. However, he nentioned
that New Zealand will likely voice sonme objections — no detail
as to the nature of the objections.

Overall inpression — strong support for SPWG proposals from

this region.

Note: VADM Marat os and RDML Bar bor both expressed ent husi asm
and optimsmfollowing the letter from RDML McGee outlining US
support for SPWG proposals. Said it was very tinely and that
many countries have held back their inputs awaiting the US
position.



EAHC New Menbershi p Di scussion

Pitched full US menbership within the EAHC — due to US being
an | HO member state in good standing with sovereign territory
within the region. Was told that we would have to submt a
formal letter of application to the Chairman for circulation
around to all the nenmbers. While there is nothing in the
present EAHC Statutes re a nmenbership application letter, this
is the process that was foll owed by N. Korea. The conm ssion
is soon to circulate the N. Korean letter for membershipto
all the nmenmbers for conment/inputs and we need to ensure our
letter is circulated at the same time. Note: | will be
circulating our draft letter to NOAA, NGA, and State for
coment this week, with the intent of getting it signed out by
RDML McGee ASAP.

Overal |l inpression: There were no open conments/objections wt
US nmenbership, and it was the Chairman’s opinion that nore
menbers are better for EAHC and that US should be adnitted.

We now have a stated path to follow for nenbership whereas
there was none before this neeting — we should act quickly.

EAHC St at ut es Revi si on

Vil e revision of statutes has been in the works for ~ 5
years, it was decided to have the WG (Singaporeled) defer
recommended changes until the next ordinary EAHC conference,
with the idea that they nay be able to better match the
revised statutes to changes in the I HO convention di scussed at
the 3" EIHC in April.

Sout h Chi na Sea ENC Task Group (SET)

First EAHC joint project (PRC/HK | ed) where all nenber states
actively participated.

Smal | -scal e South China Sea ENC (4 cells) has been devel oped.
Copyright will rest with EAHC

“Everyone can have access to the data — no charge”. Rel ease
date no later than 31 MAR 05.

Ongoing Sea Trial until final version released — positive
feedback thus far from8 ships with ECDI S of different makes.
Now there is a need for nmediumscal e ENCs.

Pl anning for a nonthly NTM update service (eNTMs).

EAHC chair approved the follow ng recs:
Approve official release (31 MAR 05); free of charge;
copyright with EAHC, 3"9 party access & distro.



Approve updating mechanism — SET lead to assunme role as ENC
adm ni strator — collect NTMs from EAHC MSs; issue of eNTMs;
mai ntain the website; fine tune/issue new editions.

EAHC Chair to informIHB on release of SCS ENCs (I HB to
further report to | M)

EAHC Chair to followup on any request for distributing the

SCS ENCs (i.e. allows EAHC to retain control & prevent data
use for other purposes or being sold).

| HO Capacity Building Cormittee (CBC)

CAPT Barritt (UK) — CBC, gave an overvi ew of the purpose and
status of the CBC, and made a request for all MSs to provide
i nputs for potential projects for the CBC to consider by the
next CBC neeting in June.

CBC seens steered toward training (both formal and QJT) to
hel p devel oping countries. A conmon thene briefed by CAPT
Barritt, based on inputs thus far, is a need for MB training.
Note: the efforts of the CBC seemto nmake sense — why is it
counter to US policy — need clarification on this? Could
NAVOCEANGCs HYCOOP/ MTT group be a tool to execute Capacity
Bui l ding funds? |If viable, need to provide an info brief to
the CBC at the June neeting.

Next Conference

Next EAHC ordinary conference to be held SEP 2006 i n Kor ea.



